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From the Editor @L
Hello everyone,

Welcome to the October issue of the District Newssheet. At the time of writing,
several Groups are now able to meet again indoors and others are planning to do
so in the next few weeks, so there is definitely a certain buzz about the District
once again which is fantastic. | have also had some initial discussion with GSLs
and members of the District Team about tentative plans to resume some District
events in the months ahead. We are looking into a District Karting Evening for our
Explorers this autumn, while 4" and 30" Cub Leaders have offered to organise a
Cross-country Race for East’s Cubs in November.

Thank you to Leaders who completed the mini-census this month; | hope to
receive a summary of the District return soon. It is anticipated that this year the
membership fee to HQ will be £35pp and at the recent meeting of the Belfast
County Executive, it was agreed that this year’s Belfast County levy would be
capped at £1.50pp. There was also some discussion about the forthcoming World
Jamboree in South Korea in 2023. NI hopes to send a contingent of 36 young
people and the selection process will be announced soon; if any Leaders in East
would like to receive further information please let me know.

Sara McLachlan has stepped down as CSL 33" and ADC (Cubs) having
accepted a teaching post in England. | would like to thank Sara for the enthusiasm
and commitment she brought to her roles in her own Group and at District level. |
am delighted that she has already been linked with a new Group and District and
hope that she will remain in contact with all of us in East. Peter Gilfedder has also
stepped back as ADC (Beavers) and BSL at 4™ but this is hopefully temporary and
he will be back with us again soon.

Thank you to all our Squirrel Leaders and GSLs for all of their hard work in
progressing the merger. Most have now completed the process and we are
delighted to be able to officially welcome our youngest Section into Scouting.
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| attended the Memorial Service arranged at Crawfordsburn
recently to remember all of those Leaders and Friends of Scouting who had passed
away during the pandemic, when restrictions had prohibited many of us from
attending funerals. This was a simple but fitting service which | hope brought
some comfort to the family and friends of those we lost during lockdown; thank
you to our NIC and HQ Team for arranging. | had an opportunity to chat with
Meriel McVeigh, a former Squirrel Leader at 30", and wife of the late Rev John
McVeigh. I was very sorry to learn that Meriel’s brother lan Craig, who was well-
known in Scouting circles in NI, had also died. Closer to home, | was deeply
saddened to learn belatedly that Harry Davison, our former District Secretary and
SL at 28" Belfast had died in December. Harry had also helped out for several
years at 30" Belfast when we attempted to re-establish the Troop in 2000 and we
remain indebted to him. Harry was highly respected within the District, and his
legacy will be his positive influence on so many young lives, particularly in the
Lower Newtownards Road area through 28" alongside Bill Elliott and Rhoda and
Ernie Sharp. The thoughts of all those in East who knew and loved Harry are with
his wife Sandra and his children and grandchildren.

I was delighted to visit St Donard’s Parish Hall recently and to meet
the Cubs and Scouts - all Sections are up and running again at 73" — and present
some Long Service awards to Leaders. Many congratulations to Heather Boyd and
Caroline Fox (10 years) and William Moore (25 Years). | also presented an
Award for Merit to William- this had arrived some months ago and | was relieved
that Stephen Anderson and I were able to keep this under wraps and that William
was surprised by the award which is richly deserved.

| also visited Roy and Jenny Lamont to belatedly present Roy with a 40
Years’ Service Certificate (now 45 Years and counting!). Both are well and asked
after all of us; Roy hopes to get out and about to help with District events and
badge courses again. Jenny still has a good stock of District Badges (now £15 for
a pack of 25) and Leaders are welcome to make arrangements to call at her home
to collect. Jenny would also be willing to welcome small groups of Cubs (plus
parent or Leader) to her home to complete badges such as collector or book reader.

| look forward to seeing more of our members out and about around the
District in the next few weeks,

Best wishes, David (Acting DC)



District SAS Member and (former CSL 3" Belfast) Roy Lamont with his 40 Years’
Service Certificate



cu bs News from 7™ Pack

Hallelujah, 7" Cub Scouts are back in business after a break of 18 months of
Covid. Over the break I had little contact with my Cubs, like so many people |
didn’t realise how long we would be restricted and the nature of my job meant that
| was busier than usual and we had our own family circumstances. Zoom meetings
don’t work for me and I admired those who were able to keep some kind of
programme going, | even felt guilty at not making more of an effort. At Christmas
time | personally delivered selection boxes to each of my Cubs along with a letter
explaining the current situation as we knew at the time, with the hope of meetings
returning about February, this of course was not to happen. We also invited each
member to register at the reduced rate for the coming year in order that our Group
could remain open. While | appreciate that no meetings were taking place and
parents may have been worried about their own circumstances | was very
disappointed that only 6 out of the 30 Cubs registered the previous year supported
us with their registration. | was and continue to be most grateful for their support.

After Easter when restrictions eased we were able to take our small number of
boys and girls to Crawfordsburn for day events in May and June, to pitch hike
tents, light fires, learn some knots and play games. It was marvellous to see the joy
on the children’s faces as they enjoyed Scouting once again with friends they
hadn’t seen for so long. It was also great to reconnect with the other Leaders both
in Cubs but also the other Sections of our Group who were also at Crawfordsburn.
They were great days and helped me feel rejuvenated about September when we
hoped to start our meeting again. Our sponsoring church, Dundonald Methodist,
have been most supportive in helping us to put suitable procedures in place to
allow us to return to the building.

Well, September arrived and notice was put out on social media channels that we
were open for registration, [ of course don’t do social media and I decided to wait
to see how many people would turn up to the other Section’s invitation before
broadcasting that Cubs were reopening. In discussion with the other Leaders we
had decided that we would restrict numbers to 20 rather than our usual 24-30
intake in order to see how distancing would work. | could hardly believe my ears
when | heard we were completely filled and had started a waiting list. Quite a
number of our Cubs have just moved from Beavers so we have a high number of 8
year olds we have never met before and six P7 cubs, as a result some of our
seconders will only just have been invested in October and taking on a seconder
role in January. But wonderful to have a full Pack of keen boys and girls to get us
going again. | must also pay tribute to Des our GSL and my assistant Leaders for
all their support. With such a young Pack and just starting out | have allocated a
Leader to each six, this is to guide the sixers on what to do. We have also had a
new female Leader who has joined us and is fitting well with the team, | am
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learning to delegate more as | prepare for my retirement and each of my assistants
are very willing to take a lot of the self-imposed pressure off me which is letting
me enjoy my Cubs much more. It gave me great pleasure to see my older girl Cubs
returning to the Scouts with such enthusiasm after the enforced break.

Our first night back was outdoor, following a trail at Cairnwood, each assistant
had a six of 5 Cubs and this helped us to get to know the new faces and older faces
that had changed, it also made it easier for the Cubs to get to know the Leaders at a
slower pace. When we finished the trail everybody was introduced to each of the
Leaders in turn. A very safe and successful first night. The second night we were
back in the hall and we did the customary Fire Drill. We rearranged some of the
Sixes having got to know the young people and who their friends were. We went
through the behaviours that we expect and some housekeeping. While the new
members learnt something of the history of Scouting, the older Cubs learnt about
the responsibility of being a Sixer or Seconder. Of course we also played lots of
games before and after the lessons and finished our meeting as usual with a prayer.
The third week we are getting better at the Grand Howl at the start of the meeting,
and | was amazed and delighted at how much of the history of Scouting the new
Cubs could remember, this week was the Cub Scout Promise and Uni Hoc which
was very popular along with other games. Our fourth week we moved the juniors
on to the Cub Scout Law and also had a quiz for everybody, some of the questions
were on the history of Scouting which let the new members of the Sixes shine with
their new found knowledge. We were also able to invest our new Sixers. The boys
and girls are really keen which adds so much to the pleasure of starting up again,
it’s great to be back.

James Camlin, 7" Akela
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| am glad to say all sections from Squirrels up to Explorers are meeting again. We
opened in September for registration and were not sure how many would return. |
am glad to say all Sections have healthy numbers and the boys and girls are full of
enthusiasm. We ran activity days last year at Crawfordsburn for the Scouts and
Explorers and extended that this spring to the Cubs and Beavers. Thanks to Sid
and his team for their support as i think these activity days kept the Leaders and
kids on-board during a difficult time for Scouting. We have lost several Leaders
who have stepped down but i am glad to say two new female leaders have joined
us and are in the process of Access NI applications etc. Great news that the
Squirrel Association have now joined us. Lots of great background work done by
Jacqui Berryman and Shirley Curry to name but a few got us there. Thankyou.

News from 7" Group



Wee Northern Ireland leads the way again. So with several outdoor activities
planned prior to Christmas we hope the good weather stays with us and hope to
return to camping in the New Year.

Des Grant, 7" GSL

cu bs News from 30" Pack

30" Cubs started back with an outdoor programme in September. On our
first night, an inter-six competition saw us complete various challenges around the
Gilnahirk area, enlisting members of the local congregation and some of the
parents. After each challenge was successfully completed, the six received some
ingredients or cooking equipment. Once back at the Church Grounds and with
dusk descending, their task was to be the first to make a chicken noodle stir fry
and cup of tea using a trangia- Kaa’s team will be gaining their Michelin star soon.
Some of the Explorer Scouts and Scout Leaders were also on hand to ‘help’-
somehow one of them mistook fairly lemon washing up liquid for cooking oil —
ASL Simon Toland still polished off the meal offered to him blissfully unware (or
perhaps just hungry). Meanwhile AGSL Davy managed to generate enough heat
that his pot melted and twisted out of shape when he lifted it off with the handle!!!

We have also been playing games by Torchlight in Tullycarnett Park. As
well as traditional favourites like generals, raiders and vampires, we played some
new games: Mutiny on the Starship Enterprise, Balloon Bomb Disposal, Martian
Invasion, and Attack the Lamp (a candle in a billy can) which proved great hits
and which we look forward to playing again at camp in future.

On the last night in September, we put up a gazebo shelter outside the
church and had a talk and powerpoint presentation from Catherine, a volunteer
with the NI Bat Group. After this Bagherra Gareth and and Haithi Carlos aka
Gilnahirk’s answer to Batman and Robin led us all up the Rocky Road with bat
detectors and we were delighted when we were able to pick up the sounds of bat
activity amplified on the detectors at the top of the Rocky Road and then spot them
flying towards the trees at the edge of the fields on a clear night sky.

At the beginning of October, we moved indoors, and were joined by several
new recruits mainly from our own Beaver Colony, having pensioned off a large
number of our own to Stevie and the Troop, so are numbers are creeping towards
30. Congratulations to new Sixers: Zach, Daniel, Jacob, Tobias and Harry, and
seconders Cole, Will, Connor, Marley and Patrick. We also pensioned some of our
‘young’ Leaders off to Uni (although we hope that they will be back for camps and
that they will get involved with their local Networks); we have been joined by
Marcus and Patrick from the Explorer Unit, and have welcomed back Bagherra
Gareth who has relocated once more from Dublin to Belfast. Also in October,
Allan Galway and his collection of ‘Wee Critters’ visited the Jack Britton Hall.
Allan is a former education officer with Belfast Zoo, and he appeared in full attire
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with kaki shirt and shorts, boots and jungle hat and a mobile jungle display along
with snakes, toads, and even an armadillo, which were a huge hit with the Cubs! If
anyone else would like to book Wee Critters please let me know and | will pass on
Allan’s contact details.

The Cubs are currently working on the International activity badge. We had
a visit from our Assistant Minister, Rev Mariann Gilicze, who is originally from
Hungary and organised a Hungarian-themed night for us. This included a quiz,
some games (I am the King — send me a soldier- based on the Hun warriors —and
the ruthless battles they fought terrorising the Roman Empire in 4" century AD-
this of course greatly appealed to the Cubs!!), learning about our name day (a
second birthday- we thought only the Queen had one of those) and doing some
craft using the traditional Hungarian alphabet. Highlight of the night was the
chance to learn a traditional Hungarian dance and sample puncove rezy which is a
very sweet non-alcoholic punch cake laced with cherry juice.

David, Akela 30t
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SCOUTS

News from 30" Troop

The 30" Scout Section have had an active term so far. Meeting outside and taking
advantage of the mild dry weather we have had Thursday evenings. Meeting
outside Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church we have made use of Gilnahirk Park where
the Scouts have enjoyed playing touch rugby, football and rounders. We also
managed to get our hands on some glow sticks which were hidden around the park
and then exchanged for treats. The darker nights makes a game of hunt a firm
favourite with the boys. The week ahead will see us using the grounds at the Billy
Neill Pitches where we are taking part in a Halloween themed walk.

Stevie Whyte, SL 30+




Events in October

20t District Appointments Interviews
On Zoom 7.30-9.00pm
Contact: Paula, Appointments Secretary

27 District Explorer Scout Night
Lyons Karting, Drumbo
Contact: David

Events in November

13t District Cub Scout Cross Country Race
Venue: Campbell College Grounds at 3pm
Contact: Gareth 4" or David 30™

15t District Executive Meeting
8.00-9.30pm on Zoom
Contact: Gareth McAuley, Chairman
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News & Views, Letters & Comments, B
Reports & Announcements to the Editor:
David Bell

Email: d.bell@qub.ac.uk

Not later than 22" November for the next issue please!
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