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No. 415           SEPTEMBER 2021 
 

      From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 

Hello everyone, 

Welcome to the latest issue of the District Newssheet. I hope that everyone has 

kept safe and has been able to enjoy a holiday of sorts during the summer, even 

just a staycation or some day trips from home during the summer sunshine. Things 

have been fairly quiet in the District, although at the time of writing more Groups 

and Units are considering a return to face to face meetings this autumn and risk 

assessments are beginning to come in for approval.  I would again like to thank the 

District Safety Subcommittee for their work in reviewing these risk assessments. 

I was very sorry to learn recently that Deryck Bland, former 

Treasurer and long-serving committee member of 10th Belfast, had died during the 

summer.  Our thoughts are with Deryck’s wife Roberta, a former Squirrel Leader, 

Deryck’s family and friends at 10th Group at this sad time.   

 Some of East’s Cubs and Scouts booked into the Summer Scheme hosted by 

Ardnavalley and Pathways in July – feedback was very positive from those who 

attended and thanks from East to the organisers. My own Pack and Troop were 

able to hold a summer camp at Cladagh Glen in County Fermanagh in early 

August (more in this issue) generously funded in part by a grant from the 

Education Authority. Some of the senior Cubs also bivvied overnight at 

Mountstewart. As part of the conditions of the grant, we held a celebration event 

later in the month, a BBQ at Crawfordsburn to give out badges earned, novelty 

Oscars and fun prizes and some Long Service and Good Service Awards.  

 

Many congratulations to Alex Porter (5 years), Simon Toland (10 

years), Peter Dorman (10 years) and Davy Hawthorne (15 years).  I was delighted 
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to present a Commendation to Simon Toland and an Award for Merit to Donna 

Hawthorne. I have more awards to present to members of other Groups and will 

liaise with GSLs to identify a suitable occasion once Sections begin to re-open. 

 

 I also heard recently that Bruce and John and their families had 

been invited to Ardnavalley to receive their Silver Wolf Awards – many thanks to 

everyone who made the day special and memorable for two very deserving 

stalwarts from East. 

  We have been successful in obtaining funding from the Belfast City 

Council recovery grants scheme to support a programme of activities for our 

Explorer Section and I will be in contact with ESLs to discuss our plans for the 

months ahead.   

The paperwork to finalise the merger of East’s 

Squirrel Dreys into the Scout Association is almost complete.  Thanks to Squirrel 

Leaders and GSLs and our own local and national headquarters teams for all the 

work that has gone into preparations during the summer.  The Appointments 

Subcommittee has already met informally with some of the Squirrel Leaders 

virtually on zoom and further meetings are planned. I am pleased that Tori 

Thompson 33rd has accepted the position of our first ADC Squirrels and would 

hope to identify a second person to work alongside Tori. I have written out to all 

Squirrel Leaders about the minimum mandatory training requirements. A number 

of other Leaders have attended for interview during the summer- and I would like 

to welcome them and to thank Ann H, Alan and Paula for their ongoing assistance 

with the District Appointments interviews. There have been a number of 

expressions of interest via the ScoutsNI website for parents with children wanting 

to join Scouting and also some adults interested in leadership – we are following 

up on these and look forward to welcoming new recruits to the District. 

 I hope to be able to announce the names of some new GSL appointments 

soon once these have been finalised and also to confirm the appointment of our 

new District Treasurer. At the time of writing, the Youth Commissioner, Network 

Commissioner and District Secretary roles are still vacant having sounded out a 

large number of individuals about potentially taking on one of these roles.  If you 

are interested yourself or can think of someone who might be suitable for one of 

these positions please can you let me know as soon as possible?  

 Further details will follow next month with plans for the District Programme 

in the year ahead. 

       Best wishes, David (Acting DC) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Silver_Wolf_Award.png
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Leader Training Update 

 
Many thanks to all those who have continued to work on the online training 

modules during the summer to complete or renew mandatory training, especially 

Leaders in the Squirrel Section. HQ are continuing to push for full compliance 

with mandatory training – safety, safeguarding and first aid- which need to be 

renewed every three years.  All Leaders should also complete Getting Started 

(modules 1 and 3) and agree a personal training plan (module 2) with a training 

advisor in the District (currently Jill Ashenhurst and me) in order for an 

appointment to move from provisional to full- normally within 4-6 months of 

initial appointment interview.   

 

Currently, we have 167 adult appointments registered on Compass, 17 of whom 

are still provisional or pre-provisional.  There are 20-30 Leaders each (15%) who 

still need to complete module 1 or 3 or GDPR, and similar numbers who need to 

complete or renew safety, safeguarding or first response. Can I please encourage 

those who need to complete the mandatory training to do so as soon as possible 

and send me their certificates so their records can be updated?  A further first 

response course has been arranged for early September. 

 

We had run some Young Leader training in the District pre-lockdown, and 

Stephen Gordon has now agreed to come on-board to help me to move Young 

Leader training in the District forward as we emerge from lockdown.  

 

I will forward arrangements for Sectional Woodbadge and Leadership and 

Management Training once these have been confirmed and advertised by HQ.  

Can I also encourage members of the District Executive and of Group Executives 

to complete online Trustee Introduction Training if they have not undertaken this 

previously? 

 

Review of training completed should also form part of the five yearly appointment 

review/informal appraisal for all leaders.  I have written to GSLs about 

appointments due for review- please forward completed paperwork to Paula, our 

appointments secretary, and copy to me. 

Many thanks, David   
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      News from 30th Pack          
 

Thanks to a generous grant from the Education Authority, 30th were able to 

organise a summer camp in early August, opting for Cladagh Glen Scout Campsite 

in Fermanagh, rather than our previously intended destination of North Wales. 

Having navigated covid regulations, and with everyone temperature checked, 

sanitised, and all those aged 11 and over subjected to lateral flow testing, our 

adventure began as we donned our PPE and headed off in our individually 

allocated seats in three minibuses, three cars and a trailer to pitch individual tents 

for 27 Cubs, 12 Scouts, 5 Explorers and 6 Leaders and a dog with only Kaa and 

Raksha (Alison and Rachel) having the option of indoor accommodation. 

Adhering strictly to the plan set out by Mainwaring and Wilson (David and Davy) 

our growing campsite began to resemble that of a Music Festival, and after several 

hours was completed with an extension to the cabin of interlinked and well -

ventilated dining gazebos, and a volleyball court and net for the Troop. 

Our first full day was spent at Gortatole Outdoor Activity Centre, for 

caving, climbing and the high ropes course. Boiler suits, wellies and helmets on 

and pausing only to sample large quantities of the edible leaves recommended to 

us by our instructor Damian, including wild sorrel and garlic, soon we were 

stumbling around in semi-darkness in the maze of caves, trying not to step on 

frogs, squeezing through increasingly narrow gaps and gullies in the rock, and 

having an impromptu pottery lesson from the large quantities of wet clay available 

in the caves. At least the reek of garlic helped us to locate our fellow cavers! 

Cladagh Glen’s Warden, Robin Ferguson, also organised canoeing for the 

Cubs around the boundary water of Enniskillen, passing under many bridges, and 

dodging members of the public on hydro-bikes and various boats and yachts. 

Particular highlights were Davy steering the Cubs in his canoe into the low 

hanging branches of trees on the bank, and a water fight between Davy and David 

and Cubs versus Rachel and Alison and Cubs in the other boat. We also swapped 

our customary summer camp treasure hunt for a monopoly run around Enniskillen, 

taking in a tour of the Castle, KFC and Maud’s Ice Cream parlour.  Cole’s 

Monument, the Buttermarket and the Tennis Club proved more elusive for all 

except Carlos’s team- did he photo-shop his team onto internet images to win?!! 

We also spent two days at the Share Centre.  Activities included mountain 

biking, T-shirt printing, and laser tag.  A particular highlight were the water 

activity sessions – with the Cubs, Akela and Marcus building rafts to re-enact the 

sinking of the Titanic - in our case the hazard was not a giant iceberg but AGSL 

Davy deciding to upend the raft on the jetty before we launched- this displaced 

most of the barrels as the raft hit the water with a splash and quickly disintegrated.  

Apparently learning from our mistake, the other team with Nicky and Alex 

decided to launch their raft upside down and flip it over in the water, with equally 

disastrous results which soon found us all swimming in a mad scramble to recover 

the barrels and paddles floating out into the Lough. Mission accomplished, we 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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took turns jumping off the jetty, with a few spectacular synchronised jumps that 

might have rivalled Matty Lee and Tom Daley at the Tokyo Olympics. The Cubs 

and Scouts also took to paddle boards and were highly entertained by the sight of 

Scout Leaders, Stephen and Stevie, attempt to board and steer a giant paddleboard 

together before first one and then the other toppled over into the murky water. We 

rounded off the day with a session on the floating inflatable waterpark, taking 

turns to push each other down the slides or wrestle on the inflatable obstacles. 

The Cubs also had a visit to the Marble Arch Caves. Unfortunately the 

Caves were flooded so we did not get to venture very far, but our guides instead 

gave us a talk about the fossils, plants and insects to be found in the UNESCO 

World Heritage Geopark and then showed us their extensive taxidermy collection 

of stuffed animals. We decided to walk back to the campsite following the 

Cladagh River, which was very swollen and threatening to burst its banks by the 

end of the week, stopping for photos at the waterfall which our guide hopes to 

include in next year’s tourism brochures. Later that day, despite heavy rain, the 

Cubs travelled to Castle Archdale for a hydrobike session in the marina. Most of 

the Cubs were on single bikes, but Paul and David each ventured out on tandems 

with some of the less confident Cubs and soon found themselves towing single 

hydrobikes wedged between their tandems- quite a physically-demanding workout 

to get a tandem turned when you are towing another bike and the Cub beside you 

isn’t peddling and is steering in the opposite direction to yourself!! Meanwhile, the 

Scouts headed to the Atlantic Coast for a day’s deep sea fishing, returning with 

more than 150 fish caught between them, 

During the evenings, we had a Scouts’ Own Service, a self-designed assault 

course/nightline ending in a muddy tunnel/sewer at the river’s edge, and the 

obligatory games of Generals, Raiders and Vampires as well as Balloon Bomb 

Disposal. The Cubs also glued model rafts from lollypop sticks for a highly 

competitive race along the Cladagh River, while the Scouts played volleyball.  Our 

traditional summer camp wide game was this year based loosely around the 

French Resistance rescue the allied airmen who had crashed in the forest, fondly 

referred to henceforth as ‘30th does Allo, Allo!’ Soon we were all kitted out in 

camouflaged bandanas, face paint and masks, had our fake passport IDs and 

heading into the forest on our mission to rescue the airmen and unmask the double 

agent in the Resistance ranks all the while dodging the Gestapo (Carlos and Donna 

together with her attack hound). Unfortunately the weather deteriorated as the 

week went on and increasingly we spent the evenings under the light of the camp 

lanterns in the gazebo extension, for a Dutch auction, Messy Games and a Quiz. 

The forecast was especially grim on the Thursday, with the prediction of thunder 

and lightning and heavy downpours for early evening, so we ventured into 

Enniskillen and spent the evening watching Space Jam.  I am pleased to say 

though that all of our new tents and gazebos survived the week, as did our Cubs 

and Scouts, who were worthy recipients of the Cladagh Glen Challenge Award, 

along with some additional challenge awards and staged activity badges. 

We did though have to postpone plans for the senior Cubs to complete a 

shelter building and bivvy challenge for their brass woggles. I am pleased to say 
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that Carlos and I were able to venture down to Mountstewart with the sixers on a 

(slightly drier) night later in the month to complete this instead.  

On the last Thursday night in August, we held a celebration event and BBQ 

at Crawfordsburn. Well done to the 12 Cubs who received Silver Awards, and to 

Luke Dorman, James Lawther, Daniel Hashim and Jude McKillen who earned 

their brass woggles. The Cubs also received their 3-5 years joining in badges, 

nights away and time on the water staged badges together with the outdoor and 

adventure challenge awards.  There were also lots of fun awards presented at our 

Oscars’ Ceremony – including messiest kit inspection, best singer, The Gareth 

Thompson Award for most ingenious cheating at the quiz and treasure hunt and 

The Alan Campbell Award for best unplanned stunt on water. Chloe the Dog won 

the best cure for homesickness award, while AGSL Davy won the recycler of the 

year award (this is an in-joke at 30th but one which I probably should not explain 

in the newssheet!!).  Congratulations to Zach Braithwaite who was named as the 

winner of the Cub of the Camp Shield, and Jude McKillen who won the Audrey 

Beggs Cup for Cub of the Year.  A special word of thanks to Carol Chambers for 

assisting with the lateral flow testing and organising the catering for the BBQ, to 

Alison and Rachel for all their hard work in the kitchen during camp, and to 27 th 

and 37th Troops and Dundonald BB for loan of their minibuses and trailer. 

 
  David, CSL 30th    
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               Events in September 

 

1st    District First Response Course 

   Night One 7.00-9.30pm on Zoom 

   Contact: David, First Response Trainer 

 

8th    District First Response Course 

   Night Two 7.00-9.30pm on Zoom 

   Contact: David, First Response Trainer 

 

11th    District First Response Course 

   Practical Session 10.00am-12noon at 7th HQ 

   Contact: David, First Response Trainer 

 

15th    District ESLs and AESLs Meeting 

   7.00-8.30pm on Zoom 

   Contact: David, acting DC 

 

20th    District Executive Meeting 

   8.00-9.30pm on Zoom 

   Contact: Gareth McAuley, Chairman 

 

27th   District GSLs Meeting 

   7.00-8.00pm on Zoom 

   Contact: David, acting DC 
    

           

     

 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  

 
 

Not later than 22nd October for the next issue please! 

 

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

