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From the Editor A

Hello everyone,

Welcome to the latest issue of the District Newssheet. It is great to see more
Sections beginning to organise face to face activities as we emerge from
lockdown. | was delighted to be invited along to 7" Group’s activity day at
Crawfordsburn and to 4" Pack who were having an event in their own Church
grounds with Pathways, to present some previously announced long service
awards and also an Award for Merit to Shirley Curry 7" and Chief Scout’s
Commendation to Bill Ashe 4" — well done both. 27" Cubs and 30" Cubs and
Scouts have continued to meet regularly, all Sections of 4™ are now meeting and
30™ Beavers and 33" Cubs also recently arranged some face to face activities-
slowly normality is returning. | know some Groups are considering summer camps
pending updating of guidance from the Education Authority (expected next week)
and the outcome of grant applications, while Belfast County is organising a
daytime activity summer scheme at the end of July with Pathways. If you have not
yet done so and are now considering arranging some face to face activities, please
remember to submit your Covid risk assessment for review by the District Safety
Committee. | would also like to thank Suzanne McLachlan, Bill Ashe and Kyle
McKee for all of their assistance with review of submitted risk assessments to date
and to acknowledge this with the award of a Commissioner’s Commendation to
each, announced at the AGM.

This year, our District and County AGMs took place virtually on zoom. Included
in this newssheet is the annual badge report, with a lot of Cubs especially
completing badgework at home or via virtual events during lockdown. It is good
to welcome some new members to the District Executive, especially from Groups
which had been under-represented, and to confirm our nominations to various
roles at County and Northern Ireland level. The District AGM marked the
retirement of Colin Jeffries as Secretary and Lesley McAuley as Chair, while Suzi
Jeffries also stepped down as Treasurer after almost 15 years in the role. | would
like to thank all three for the work they have undertaken diligently on behalf of the
District. They were presented with retirement gifts virtually on the night (and in



person by Anne Jackson that morning) on behalf of us all and received
Commissioner’s Commendations. Gareth McAuley has agreed to undertake the
Chair position for an interim period until a permanent replacement can be found
(as it is preferable that the Chair should be a lay supporter rather than an active
Leader still in uniform). 1 hope to be able to announce the name of our new
Treasurer soon but we are still searching for a new Secretary — if anyone knows of
someone who might consider this role please speak to me during the summer.

Jonathan Bell and Matthew Curry have announced that they would like to step
down from their roles as Youth Commissioner and Network Commissioner
respectively due to pressures of work and study commitments at present. | would
like to thank both of them for the enthusiasm and energy they brought to these
roles to ensure that decisions at District level were youth-shaped and in arranging
social activities to encourage our younger Leaders to meet to get to know each
other and to share views and ideas. If anyone would be interested in taking over
either of these roles please let me know and I will provide more information about
what is involved in each role. Michael Curry is also stepping down from his
position on the District Executive to focus on his role as ACC (Scouts) and |
would like to thank him for his contribution to the Executive.

The following were elected at the District AGM to represent East District:

Members of the District Executive
(DC, DYC, DESC, DSNC, Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, Badge Secretaries,
Training Managers, News-sheet Editor are ex officio, President and Vice
Presidents are also invited to attend)

Elected Members: lan McLachlan 33, Stephen Gordon 9", Antonia Hoskins 27,
Eddie McKee 7™ Jen Higgins 10", Stephen Chambers 30", Rachel McMordie
99" Louise Scott 4", Sean Brown 73",

Representatives on Belfast County Sub-committees
(ADCs are ex officio, Treasurer and DC ex officio on finance subcommittee)

Squirrel Subcommittee Victoria Porter 30™ 1/3
Beaver Subcommittee Kathy Clarke 27 1/3
Cub Scout Subcommittee Richard Clarke 10" 1/3
Scout Subcommittee Eddie McKee 7™ 3/3
Explorer Scout Subcommittee Tom Corr 27" 1/3

Belfast County Executive (DC ex officio) - DC’s nominations
Over 25 rep Gary Workman 27" 1/1
Under 25 rep Joel Patton 73" 1/1



NISC (DC ex officio) - DC’s nominations
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East Belfast District Badge Report 2021

Vikki Gammon 9™
Alex Porter 301
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Cub Scout Totals
Activity Badges
Animal Carer 26
Artist 15

Athlete 13
Athlete plus 9
Astronomer 10
Book Reader 27
Chef 12

Collector 8
Cyclist 8

DIY 4

Entertainer 8
Gardener 9

Home Help 26
International 12
Local Knowledge 4
Naturalist 24
World Faiths 26
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Staged Activity Badges
Emergency Aid (3) 38
Musician (1) 6
Musician (5) 1

Nautical Skills (1) 13
Paddle Sports (1) 13
Time on Water (1) 13

Challenge Awards
Outdoor Challenge 5
Adventure challenge 5
Skills challenge 11
World challenge 5
Personal challenge 69
Team leader challenge 5
Teamwork challenge 5

Miscellaneous
Community Impact (1) 35
Community Impact (2) 35
Camp at Home 55

Silver award 26

Scout Section Totals
Gold Award 2

Sadly due to current restrictions, the District was not invited to send representation
to the local Awards celebration, which this year took the form of a buffet held at
Ardnavally Scout Centre. Many congratulations once again to Bruce, John, Ann
and Antonia; | hope that they had a memorable day to recognise their many years
of dedicated service to Scouting within our District and throughout Northern
Ireland and that they will have an opportunity to attend Windsor also.

| hope that all of our members will find time for some much needed rest and
relaxation with family and friends during the summer and will return refreshed and
enthused for the task of rebuilding as the District emerges from the pandemic in
the autumn. For those who are planning some residential activities please
remember to check the latest guidance, submit risk assessments and nights’ away
forms for approval and check with Alan that permits are up to date.

Finally, many congratulations and best wishes from all in East to Kyle McKee and
his fiancé Rachel on their forthcoming marriage. Wishing them all a very special
day and a lifetime of happiness together.

Best wishes, David



" Leader Training

HQ are continuing to push for full compliance with mandatory training — safety,
safeguarding and first aid which needs to be renewed every three years. All
Leaders should also complete Getting Started (modules 1 and 3) and agree a
personal training plan (module 2) with a training advisor in the District (currently
Jill Ashenhurst and me) in order for an appointment to move from provisional to
full- normally within 4-6 months of initial appointment interview.

Opportunities to complete the full Woodbadge training and Leadership and
Management Training either face to face or online will resume in the autumn. We
had run some Young Leader training in the District pre-lockdown, and Stephen
Gordon has also agreed to come on-board to help me to move Young Leader
training in the District forward as we emerge from lockdown. I also hope to meet
soon with the Leaders in each Drey to discuss training requirements and
opportunities for Squirrel Leaders moving forward.

Within East District we are fairly compliant with mandatory training, but there are
still ~15% of Leaders who need to complete or renew safety or safeguarding
training, and ~10% who have not completed Getting Started or GDPR. A large
number of District or Group Executive Members still need to complete Trustee
Introduction. | will continue to liaise with the GSLs and remind leaders
individually too when mandatory training lapses but if anyone is unsure of what
they need to do please do make contact.

Thank you to everyone who completed one of First Response Courses held within
the District, held on zoom with a follow up practical session. Thanks also to 27",
4™ and 73™ for hosting the practical sessions within their church grounds. If
anyone else has recently completed an alternative qualification through another
provider or signed up for First Response at Northern Ireland level please let me
know so that | can update your training record. There are still just under 25% of
adult Leaders in the District who need to complete or renew First Response and it
would be great if we could continue the drive to sort this backlog before the
autumn, especially as training needs to be renewed every three years, and as more
Leaders come up to renewal and new Leaders join Groups in the District the list is
constantly growing and can spiral out of control very easily.

Many thanks, David






cu bs News from 30" Pack

Brighter nights and (mostly) favourable weather conditions, together with further
easing of restrictions, has provided opportunity for 30" Cubs to meet outdoors as
we await the green light to resume meeting indoors in the Jack Britton Hall.
Together with covid-adaptation of favourite games and mini-pioneering in
Tullycarnett Park, we were able to spend an evening at Mountstewart, tracking and
fire lighting, building shelters and learning about badgers and squirrels — many
thanks to the Programming Officer Jillian Martin and her team for a great night. A
special word of thanks too to Matthew and the Warden’s Team at Crawfordsburn
for two nights of super activities — crate staking, climbing, grass sledging and
abseiling- and also to the Team at BrysonSports for a night of paddling and
zorbing on the Lagan, all made possible through funding provided by a generous
grant from Belfast City Council. At the time of writing, we are hoping that we
might be able to hold a residential Cub Scout camp at Cladagh Glen in August.

David, CSL 304
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EXPLORER

News from Ballyhanwood Unit

Sadly our planned trip to Croatia and Bosnia has been put on-hold for another
year, but some of our members were able to go ahead with a rescheduled
fundraising abseil booked before lockdown with Belfast Activity Centre. This
year, joining Ben, Adam and Jude were our Assistant Cub Leader Paul and
Squirrel Leader, Rachel. Paul was one of the first to make his way down the
outside of the Europa, indeed so impressive was he that he was almost at the
bottom before 30" Leaders realised that it was actually Paul and not an instructor
testing out the rope before the participants started! We were delighted that Rachel
made it to the bottom unscathed despite catching an eyeful on the way down of a
scantily glad elderly gentleman attempting to close the curtains at his hotel
window! Thank you to our abseilers and sponsors — we hope to have recovered the
initial cost and made some additional funds to put towards a future trip.

Ballyhanwood Unit also spent an evening at Crawfordsburn at the end of June,
testing out the zip-wire and having a friendly axe throwing competition with a few
members of Gilnahirk Unit (Alan always says that the two Units are only a stone’s
throw away from each other but this is the first time we’ve hurled axes!!). Some
of the Explorers are planning to come down to help at Cub and Scout Camp in
Fermanagh if we get the green light, and we are looking into organising a Chief
Scout’s Award hike too during the summer.

David and Shane, Ballyhanwood Unit
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Events in July and August

BT

Please send in any report for the next issue if your Section is organising
any activities during the summer either face to face or online

News & Views, Letters & Comments,
Reports & Announcements to the Editor:

David Bell
Email: d.bell@qub.ac.uk

Not later than 22" September for the next issue please!



mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

