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Hello everyone,

First of all, can | wish everyone a belated Happy New Year! | realise of course that
for many the last few months have been anything but happy and we are still in the
midst of the ongoing pandemic but hopefully we are finally beginning to see some
light at the end of the tunnel and the development of new treatments and roll out of
vaccination offers a glimmer of hope that one day things might approach
something resembling normality once more. As a District, we continue to think of
those Leaders and members who have recently experienced ill health or
bereavement, and not only due to the virus, and are acutely aware of the ongoing
impact of the pandemic and the current restrictions upon all of our members and
their families. A particular concern for us in Scouting is of course the effect upon
the mental and emotional well-being of our younger members, and disruption to
school routine and examinations.

At present, Scouting has again returned to red readiness level, and no face to face
meetings can take place at this time. If the situation changes, the members of our
District safety subcommittee will do their best to review any risk assessments as
soon as possible for those Sections who wish to resume some face to face
activities. In the interim, | would encourage Leaders to make use of the various
online resources and activity programmes being devised by our local HQ Team,
and to consider arranging some regular meetings of their own with their members
on zoom. A number of Groups have done so since the latest restrictions were
reintroduced and feedback has been positive. | would be keen to receive reports
for the next newssheet so that we can share our experiences across the District and
offer support and encouragement to those still a little unsure about trying this. |
was really pleased that the annual partnership between QUB Medical School and
the District was able to go ahead, remotely this year, and grateful to my own Cubs
and their parents for their support. I’ve enclosed some updates from my own Pack
and Unit hopefully to encourage and inspire others to try some virtual activities.



Thank you to everyone for your cooperation in completing the annual census on
time. Numbers are down across all Sections in the District, and to a greater extent
in some Groups than others, but | can report that >70% of the numbers of young
people returned on last year’s census have still been returned this year, despite the
current difficulties and | would like to put on record the thanks of the District to
our members and their parents for their loyalty and support at a time when contact
has been limited, many families are facing financial difficulty, and the challenges
of home schooling are leaving children and parents alike ‘zoomed out’. Just to
confirm that Northern Ireland HQ will now contribute £6 per member and the
District Executive will honour the commitment to also provide £7.50 per member
this year to reduce the impact of the increased membership fee. Our Treasurer,
Suzi Jeffries, will invoice Groups and Units soon and | would ask for cooperation
to enable payment together with submission of accounts at the earliest opportunity.

You may have seen the recent communication from the County Commissioner
indicating that Betty has decided to step down as DC. | would like to pay tribute to
Betty and record the thanks of the District for her willingness to step up from ADC
Beavers firstly in supporting William, and then taking on the role of DC herself at
a time when no one else had come forward to do so. The last few years have not
been easy for Betty as she continues to feel a deep sense of loss at Billy’s passing.
| and other members of the Team and Executive really wanted her to stay and had
tried to do what we could to support her in the role in the hope that she might feel
able to continue for a while longer, but we respect the difficult decision she has
come to and recognise that for Betty now really is the right time to step back from
District leadership and enjoy a much-deserved retirement. | would also like on
behalf of East District to extend our thanks to David Kelly 115™ for the work he
undertook during his time as ACC (Cub Scouts) for Belfast County: his efforts
were much appreciated by the Cubs and Leaders in East and we will miss his
energy and enthusiasm (and of course the dance moves!)

| have agreed to remain in place, along with the current Team, until Stephen
appoints Betty’s successor. I had a very useful meeting recently with the GSLs and
there will be a District Executive Meeting later this month. | have also spoken to a
few of the ADCs and hope to arrange a Team meeting in March to have some
initial discussion about what a recovery plan might look like for the Sections once
we are able to meet face to face. With the welcome announcement that Squirrels
will officially become the new national section for 4-6 year olds, | will be inviting
our District Squirrel rep onto the interim Team. The focus will be on providing fun
activities, initially outdoors weather permitting, to begin to make up for what our
members have missed during lockdown, hopefully attracting back those members
we have lost contact with and also recruiting some new members too.

Whoever Stephen appoints may have their own priorities and may wish to bring
new faces onto the Team and Executive, but in the interim | would like to focus on
initial plans for recovery, and also potentially building up the Network and a new



SAS ‘battalion’ (if that is the correct collective term for scout active support
members- can Ann(e) please keep me right?) so that Betty’s successor has a solid
basis of support to draw on as the District emerges from the pandemic and moves
forward to our centenary in 2024. If anyone knows of former Leaders or members,
or parents of current members who might consider reforming an Active Support
Unit please let me know.

Some of you have been contacted by HQ directly about outstanding mandatory
training which can be done online. I realise that this might not seem a high priority
with all that is going on but can | please encourage you to get this done; | can send
the links if you are unsure what is needed. There has also been some discussion at
the NI Training Team about blended delivery of first response training via zoom
with follow up practical session when permitted. Despite earlier progress, we now
have >50 Leaders in East Belfast who need to complete or renew first response
and | will look at how best to organise this training over the coming months. If
anyone has been able to complete an alternative first aid course within the last year
please can you send me your certificate and | will update your record. We were
able to organise our first appointment interview evening on zoom earlier this
month and | would like to thank Paula and Ann H for their help. The recent
census has identified some new adults helping across the Groups and Sections and
we need to make sure they are registered and complete ACCESSNI clearance.
Please let me know if you need me to arrange another evening of interviews. Betty
also has a batch of cards and leaflets for each Group (such as yellow, orange
regulations cards) and has asked that someone from each Group call at her home
to collect these.

A number of long service certificates, woodbadge certificates and the first of the
Awards for Merit and Commendations have now finally arrived and | would be
keen to know your thoughts: would you like me to arrange a virtual presentation
on zoom which members and parents of your Section can attend, then post them
out or should I hold them over until we can meet again face to face? If restrictions
permit, 30" Group will host our AGM in May, either at Gilnahirk Presbyterian, or
possibly a local outdoor venue followed by BBQ supper. Otherwise, | will make
contingency plans for a virtual AGM on Zoom. In anticipation, | would be
interested in hearing from anyone who might be willing to be nominated onto the
District Executive particularly from Groups not currently represented.

During this latest period of transition in the District, please do let me know if there
Is anything you need from me by way of support.

In the interim, take care everyone, and stay safe,

Best wishes, David



cu bs News from 30" Pack

For our Christmas Good-turn this year, 30" Cubs made virtual Christmas
cards to email to key workers in the NHS and local nursing homes, including
members of our congregation, parents of the boys and some of our old boys. A few
of the cards are shown below together with comments we received.

Thank you for thinking about us all on the frontline. I will print this out and put up
on our notice board - all these little pieces of kindness help with our wellbeing and
are really appreciated.

Please pass on my thanks to the Cubs for the virtual Christmas card. It was a
lovely gesture and much appreciated after what has been a difficult year for the
NHS. As we approach Christmas and many have had to alter meeting up with
family we are hopeful of brighter days ahead especially with the vaccination
programme.

Thanks to all the Cubs for their Christmas card. | shared it with all the staff at my
GP surgery and they were delighted that you were thinking of them this Christmas.
We have been working hard throughout the pandemic and are now starting to
prepare for vaccine clinics in January.

The Pack resumed in January with a much anticipated and highly
competitive zoom quiz. Despite Akela’s best efforts to research obscure flags from
distant lands, the Cubs still excelled as usual at the flags round. It was great too to
see lots of parents taking part. Also in January Donna’s brother Jim arranged a


http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/

virtual astronomy badge night for the Cubs with an opportunity for them to head
out into their gardens later for some star gazing on a crisp but clear winter’s night.

We were really pleased that the partnership with QUB Medical School was
able to go ahead in late January and early February. We had initially planned for
some face to face first aid at Ardnavally and Crawfordsburn but with extension of
the current lockdown and schools closure, we resorted to zoom, with 30" Cubs
divided into three groups over two Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings
each tutored by four Year 3 medical students. Despite some initial mix up and
duplication, together with a flurry of snow, Paul and David managed to distribute
first aid supplies around all the Cubs in advance of the first session, although to
quote Carlos ‘they are not likely to be seconded to the logistics corps any time
soon!’. The students put in a lot of effort to make the sessions as interactive and
fun as possible, while still ensuring the boys learned some important skills. It was
great watching them under supervision put dressings and slings on family
members, practise the recovery position and perform ‘CPR’ on pillows to the tune
of baby shark. And Akela has acquired a new toy for use in future District first
response courses- a choking vest. Many thanks to our twelve students. Hopefully
the partnership will continue next year and we can revert to face to face delivery
so please do let me know if your Pack would be interested in taking part.
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PFair Isle

At the time of writing we are all eagerly anticipating our own virtual
campfire and Up-Helly-Aa Shetland winter Viking festival, Up-Gilnay-Ha,
organised by our very own Carlos, who grew up on Shetland. Carlos has already
sent us all some lyrics of sea shanties to learn and acquired a model wooden
Viking ship to ceremonially burn on the fire which will be lit in Donna and Davy’s
garden. | will let you know how all that goes next month but it is sure to be
memorable!

David, CSL 30



. News from the Ballyhanwood Unit

We ended the year with a pre-Christmas outdoor shooting competition at

Field of Dreams- not pheasant, grouse or turkey, | hasten to add — but clay-pigeon
IS the next best thing and | hear it is quite a delicacy! With numbers currently at
10, and some new recruits from the Troop there was keen competition and some
great hits on target, even when two clays were released from the trap and hurtling
towards us at the same time. | am relieved to say that Ards Airport haven’t
reported any of their light aircraft missing despite a few off-target shots! We hope
to follow this up with axe throwing at Crawfordsburn when restrictions are lifted.




Forthcoming Events

All face to face District events have been cancelled until further notice
but some meetings will be scheduled by Teams /Zoom
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Reports & Announcements to the Editor:
David Bell

Email: d.bell@qub.ac.uk

Not later than 22" March for the next issue please!

(please do share with our readers any virtual activities your
members have undertaken)
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