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From the Editor — A

Hello everyone,

For over 90 Years on the Sunday closest to the birthday of Robert Baden- Powell
(born in 1857), the founder of Scouting, and also of his wife Olave (born in 1889)
the first World Chief Guide, Scouts and Guides have observed Founders’ Day (or
Thinking Day) where we celebrate the international friendship with our brothers
and sisters in Scouting and Guiding all around the world. This was the theme for
our Church Service at Gilnahirk this year, with members of both organisations
lighting candles of various colours to symbolise what unites us in the World
Scouting and Guiding family and help us to remember our brothers and sisters
around the globe. This was particularly poignant as the offering at this year’s
Service was dedicated to the Australian Scout Bushfire Appeal. We also acted out
a drama entitled Needles and Beads to illustrate the invisible thread (the Scout
Promise) which links us all together wherever we are in the world- this of course
starred none other than our County Youth Commissioner, Carlos Barr, as The
Needle a.k.a. Baden Powell and a supporting cast of enthusiastic Squirrels,
Beavers, Cubs and (slightly coerced) Scouts and Explorers as beads assembled at
the front of the church. | know several other Groups in East Belfast also
participate in Thinking Day Services and it is an important and worthwhile
tradition to uphold to encourage our members to reflect on the meaning of our
Law and Promise as set out by our Founder of duty to God and Country and
service to others as we renew our commitment to try to do our best to put this into
practice in our daily lives. Of course, it is also an opportunity to showcase the best
of Scouting to our congregations and local community as well.

It is great to have reports of various District competitions that have been
held recently for the Beaver and Cub Sections. QUB medical students have also
been back in the District, working this year with 4", 10" and 33" Packs. Please
keep the news coming in for next month’s issue!

Best wishes, David



From the District Commissioner

Hello everyone,

Thank you to everyone for your support in completing the annual Census. East
was the first District in the County to finalise the return and it seems our numbers
have remained steady and maybe even grown by a few members although there is
always room for more growth (and more Leaders!!). The new Project Officer,
Michael Croft, has been in contact with me recently. Michael is keen to start up
an after school Scouting club in a primary school in the Knocknagoney area but is
also interested in hearing our suggestions for other parts of the District where he
could target the opening of new Groups or Sections. If you have any thoughts on
this please let me know and | will forward them on.

The UK Chief Commissioner Tim Kidd and NI Commissioner Stephen Donaldson
have written to all of us following the tragic death of Ben Leonard, a 16 year old
Explorer Scout who died while taking part in a hike in Llandudno. This email has
stressed the importance of thorough risk assessments for all Scouting activities and
completion and regular renewal of mandatory training including safety awareness,
safeguarding awareness, first aid and GDPR by all of our adult volunteers. In our
own District, completion rates stand on average at >70% but there is still more
work to be done and qualifications can quickly lapse. Module A of the Young
Leaders’ Training Scheme is also mandatory for those under 18 helping out with a
Section in one of our Groups. | would ask everyone to take up opportunities within
the District to attend the Module A course (25" February), Safeguarding (9%
March) and First Response (3" and 10" March) and also to complete the necessary
online training courses. It would be good too to see more of our Leaders
completing the full sectional Woodbadge training at Crawfordsburn and Young
Leaders completing the Young Leaders’ Training Scheme. Colin Lammey has also
agreed to attend our next Scouters’ Meeting on 23" March to discuss Activity
Permits, particularly to encourage more Leaders to gain Hill-Walking Permits.

It was a pleasure to attend several Thinking Day Services across the District.
Many thanks to all those involved. | was particularly delighted to present a 15
year service award to ABSL Donna Hawthorne and 10 year service award to
AGSL Davy Hawthorne at 30"’s Thinking Day Service. Donna has also
completed her training and received her Wood Beads. | have some more Long
Service Awards to present and will be in contact with GSLs to arrange a suitable
time to visit their Groups.

Best wishes, Betty



Donna Hawthorne (Woodbadge and 15 Years’ Service) and Davy
Hawthorne (10 Years’ Service) with DC Betty.



East District Unihoc and Art Competition

Well done to all Beaver Scouts who took part in the East Belfast Beaver Unihoc
competition on Saturday 8™ February. Seven teams were represented from across
4" Boys and Girls, 10", 33 and 73", All showed drive, determination and an
excellent sporting spirit. Congratulations to both 33 A team and 4" Boys 'B'
team, who played their parts in a closely fought, fantastic, nail biting final which
was won by 33rd. Knock Boys were presented with our new runners' up shield, the
Sandy Cousins Memorial Shield, dedicated to our former ADC Beavers who was
ADC along with Deirdre Kissock when Unihoc was introduced to us some 25
years ago.... and it's still as popular with our Beavers.

The Olympic-themed Art competition was won by 10" Belfast; many
congratulations to them. Unfortunately we couldn't present 10" with our Art
trophy as it hasn't been returned. If any Colony has this, please return so we can
pass it on. Thanks.

Suzanne and Peter, AD(Cs (Beaver Scouts)







cu bs Belfast County Swimming Gala

East District was strongly represented at the Belfast County Swimming Gala held
at Campbell College on Friday evening 31% January with entries from 4" Boys, 4"
Girls, 71, 9™, 271 30™, 33 and 99" Packs. Many thanks to our ACC Cubs, David
Kelly, for organising, and to all those who assisted him on the night. A special
mention to all of East’s medal winners below:

Backstroke

Aged 8 Gold Charlie Irwin 4™ Pack
Silver Patrick Duffield  30™ Pack
Bronze Freddie Foden 4t Pack

Aged 9 Gold James Wooton 99" Pack
Silver Erin Dobson 7" Pack
Bronze Daniel Hashim 30" Pack

Aged 10 Silver Toby McDermott 30" Pack
Bronze Lewis McGimpsey 4" Pack

Breaststroke

Aged 8 Gold Charlie Irwin 4™ Pack
Silver William Hartle 4™ pack
Bronze Daniel Bailie 30" Pack

Aged 9 Gold Luke Jennings 33" Pack
Silver Daniel Hashim 30" Pack
Bronze James Wooton 99" Pack

Aged 10 Silver Patrick Purdy 27" Pack

Front Crawl

Aged 8 Gold Patrick Duffield 30" Pack
Silver Charlie Irwin 4™ Pack

Bronze Freddie Foden 4™ pack
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Aged 9 Gold Daniel Hashim 30" Pack
Silver James Wooton 99" Pack
Bronze Lucas Bell 30™ Pack
Aged 10 Gold Patrick Purdy 27" Pack
Champion of Champions Patrick Purdy 27" Pack
Inter-District Trophy Winners: East District

cu bs District Cub Scout Quiz

The District Heat of the Cub Scout Quiz was hosted by 30" Pack on Monday 3™
February, with 10 teams taking part, representing 4" Boys, 4" Girls, 27", 30" and
99" Packs. Many thanks to ACC, David Kelly, for providing most of the questions
and for joining us on the night to present the medals, to our quizmaster Carlos
from 30", and chief marker Louise from 4™ , assisted by the ladies from 115" (the
ACC’s entourage/minders/PAs ??) . Rounds included Scouting, General
Knowledge, Sport, the letter D, Numbers, Colours, and identify the object. Well
done to the eventual winners, 4™ Pack Boys, and runners-up 30", who will both
travel to the NI Final in March.

Gold The Mighty Fourth 4™ Pack 70 points
Silver The Elements 30" Pack 69 points
Bronze The Riddlers 4™ Pack 67 points
Tarzan’s Troops 30" Pack 62 points
Brainy Boys 4™ Pack 60 points
Bob the Chicken Nugget 4™ Pack 56 points
Yayeet 27" Pack 55 points
The Bananas 99" Pack 51 points
Foxes 27" Pack 46 points
The Avengers 30™ Pack 44 points

David, Deputy DC
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Emergency Aid Badge Course

Cub Scouts across the District partnered once again this year with QUB Medical
School to deliver the Emergency Aid Stage 3 badge across two nights in January.
Roisin, Mary, Megan and Chris visited 10" Pack on Wednesdays, Hannah, Hollie,
Charlotte and Philip visited 33" Pack on Thursdays (joined by Cubs from 115%
Pack) and Alex, Victoria, Aisling and Philippa visited 4™ Girls on Fridays. The
programme was a lively mix of accident scenarios, small group teaching and
games including Contagion (Cubs spreading ‘paper germs’ - similar to stick in the
mud and having to be put in the recovery position to be freed), first aid kit relay,
and bandaging Leaders then learning CPR to the beat of ‘Staying Alive’. All the
Cubs had the opportunity to practise CPR, recovery position, managing choking,
putting on bandages and tying arm slings and elevation slings. After two weeks
more than 70 Cubs had earned their badges and the trainee doctors had decided
whether a career specialising in Paediatrics was definitely (or not!!!) for them. A
huge thank you to all our tutors, to the medical school and to Cubs who were very
attentive and enthusiastic (and to their Leaders who were coerced into playing
casualties). We hope to run the programme again in January 2021 so do speak to
me before then if your Pack is interested in hosting the medical students next year.

David, Deputy DC
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cu bs News from 30" Pack

In January, 30" Pack were visited by Ballyhackamore Barbarians for an
evening of Dodgeball. Many thanks to Jenny Casement and her teammates for
organising a very lively and energetic evening for the Cubs which brought out
their competitive side with some very closely fought matches.

At the beginning of February we held our now annual sleepover at the
Church Hall with over 30 Cub Scouts attending. A busy evening of indoor games
ended with the enduringly popular torch game assault course, after which we
headed outside for a ‘midnight’ walk which actually led to an impromptu campfire
singalong in a muddy field high up the Rocky Road overlooking the church, and
so the hills were alive with the sound of music as that infamous Moose Song
reverberated around once more, sending a shudder through residents of Gilnahirk
like some earie horror movie just as they were brushing their teeth and getting
ready for bed. Just in time we diverted the returning Cubs from walking mud all
over the carpet of the Stye Brae entrance hall as they returned for supper of pizza
and chocolate cake. We then ‘settled’ down to watch a DVD. Some of the Cubs
didn’t quite get the concept of a ‘sleep’over, determined to stay awake all night,
assisted in their plan by the huge quantities of sweets and sugary drinks parents
and grandparents had sent along with them. Meanwhile those lucky members of
the Leadership team conscripted to stay over settled down for a lock-in epic all
night session of Scout Edition Monopoly. Akela nodded off around 2am and was
surprised to wake up just after 6am to find Carlos, Simon, Stephen and Alex still
charging each other extortionate rents and sending each other to jail (surely jail
wouldn’t be any worse than a night at Cub camp!!!!) . The next morning it was
time for our Breakfast fundraiser with bleary eyed Cubs serving cereal, fresh fruit
salad, mugs of tea and coffee and the Full Gilnahirk (cooked breakfast including
Akela’s infamous French Toast) to brave parents and members of the
congregation. Many thanks to Alison and Carol who helped with the catering and
to all those who supported the event, raising almost £300 for Pack funds.

During February, 30" have been working on the Scientist Badge. This has
included making periscopes, compasses and pH indicators and also constructing
electrical circuits with buzzers, bulbs and switches. A highlight was a visit to the
Patrick G Johnston Research Laboratories at QUB. The Cubs learned how to
pipette liquids and extract DNA from strawberries. 30" Cubs modifying DNA in a
biomedical science lab is the stuff of nightmares — all part of 30"s plan to create a
master race and world domination!!! Many thanks to Dr Philip Dunne and Maria
Rea who hosted us at QUB and provided a fantastic experience for the Cubs.

David, CSL 30t
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AUSTRALIA

Update on the Australian Bush Fire Appeal

There has been a fantastic response locally in Northern Ireland to the recent
appeal. The Chief Commissioner in Australia has sent the following message
thanking those who contributed for our support through this difficult period. The
global Scouting response has been heart-warming.

Here are just some of the actions Scouts in Australia have taken in recent weeks:

We opened up many of our Scout Halls and Camps to provide temporary
accommodation for evacuees or the Rural Fire Service

We distributed 7,500 face masks to those in impacted locations to protect
them from air pollution during the clean-up from the bushfires.

Scouts Alpine Centre was transformed into an evacuation centre with
support from the Country Women’s Association (CWA).

Our Region Offices and State Office became collection points for beautiful
handmade quilts to be donated to impacted families.

We offered to replace uniforms, equipment and awards to Scouting families
who had lost possessions during the fires.

All Scouting memberships for those who have lost their homes have been
covered for the next year

We have plans to ensure that impacted Scouts will be able to attend
upcoming major events such as the Australian Venture & Jamboree

Scouts from the South Coast region helped build 200 possum and bird boxes
to give to animal welfare groups to take into fire affected bushland.

St Georges Basin Venturers made pouches to give to WIRES (Australian
Wildlife Rescue Organisation) for injured Australian animals such as baby
kangaroos (joeys)

62 leaders are undertaking mental health awareness training right now.

Thank you again for your tremendous support of this initiative.

Phil Harrison
Chief Commissioner
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Events in February

East Belfast District Cub Scout Quiz
Venue: 30" HQ Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church
Contact: David Bell, Deputy DC

East Belfast District Beaver Scout Unihoc
Venue: 4" HQ, Knock Presbyterian Church
Contact: Peter Gilfedder, ADC (Beavers)

East Belfast District GSLs’ Meeting
Venue: Betty’s House
Contact: Betty Robb, DC

Young Leaders’ Module A Training Course
Venue: 30" HQ Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church 7.15pm
Contact: David Bell, Deputy DC

Leader Appointment Interviews
Venue: 4" HQ Knock Presbyterian Church
Contact: Paula Bryson, Appointments Secretary

News & Views, Letters & Comments,
Reports & Announcements to the Editor:

David Bell
Email: d.bell@qub.ac.uk

Not later than 20" March for the March issue please!
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