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           Scouting East             

The Journal of East Belfast Scouting  
 

No. 407            JANUARY 2020  
 

      From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 

Hello everyone, and Happy New Year (and Decade)! I hope that you all had 

a restful break over Christmas and that the return to lively Section nights is 

banishing the January blues! A special word of thanks to 99
th
 Cubs for their terrific 

home-made Christmas card!   

I am sure many of you have been very moved by the distressing news 

coming out of Australia, with the summer bushfires that are raging out of control 

claiming lives and livelihoods, destroying homes and devastating the local wildlife 

with many kangaroos and koala bears receiving horrific burns. At times like this it 

is human nature to want to help but often at a practical level difficult to know how. 

 
 

Scouts Australia have issued a limited edition badge where all of the profits 

will be donated to bushfire recovery and rebuilding efforts, specifically for Scout 

Groups and Scouting families in the affected areas. Our NI HQ staff will be 

placing an order for badges at a suggested donation of £3 each and these can be 

worn on Uniforms for one year or sewn on campfire blankets- I would really 

encourage all of our members to support this very deserving appeal. 

 

Best wishes, David   
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    From the District Commissioner   
 

Hello everyone, 

 

Happy New Year! I would like to start by thanking all of those Groups and Units 

who took part in Christmas services in their own churches or undertook Christmas 

Goodturns in our local community over Christmas – I have heard great reports 

about 99
th

 Scouts’ work with a local foodbank and the 99
th

 Cubs who visited Mary 

Hutchinson and her new guide dog and also the residents of a local care home.  

Ballyhanwood Unit and some of 30
th

 Leaders also had a sleepout in December to 

support the homeless and the work of Shelter NI.  

 

Congratulations to Laura Gray 9
th

 on completing her Queen’s Scout Award. I hope 

to also have some good news on the pending service award nominations soon.  

 

David and Jonathan ran a Young Leaders’ Module A training course in the District 

earlier this month and a further course was hosted by Lagan District last Sunday- 

we now have more than 30 Young Leaders working with the younger Sections in 

East, including Squirrels, which is fantastic and more than 20 attended one of the 

training courses. Don’t forget Module A is mandatory for all Young Leaders. We 

will hold another Module A course soon, and a follow-up training event to cover 

some more of the Young Leader modules too.  We have now received a batch of 

the Young Leader Module A badges and Jonathan our District Youth 

Commissioner will call out to Groups in the next few weeks to present these. 

 

Headquarters are also pushing for completion of Getting Started training by all 

Leaders so that appointments can be confirmed as full. Please can I encourage 

everyone to do the online training and work needed for validation as soon as 

possible. Approximately 25% of Adult Leaders in the District also need to 

complete or renew lapsed mandatory training- including GDPR, Safeguarding, 

Safety and/or First Aid. David ran two First Aid Courses in January and there will 

be a further Safeguarding Course arranged during February.  Can I ask everyone to 

make sure that their training is up-to-date?  Thanks!  Paula is arranging two more 

nights of Appointments Interviews during February: if there is anyone in your 

Groups still needs interviewed please let me know and I will pass details on.  

 

Can I also ask everyone to get their Census details back to their GSLs and on to 

David as soon as possible so we can finalise an accurate District return. 

 

Best wishes, Betty 
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    East Belfast District Beavers   

 
 

BEAVER UNIHOC and ART COMPETITION 
 

Saturday 8th February 2020 

1.00pm—3.00pm 

Knock Presbyterian Church 
  

Teams of 5 players (can have one sub) 

£1.00 per player       
  

   

 

Theme this year will be Summer Olympics: Group or individual submissions 

accepted; just bring with you on the day. 

  

Please email Beaver ADCs, Suzanne or Peter to register your team before 31
st
 

January 2020 EastBelfastBeavers@gmail.com   

 

Colonies with 20 or more can register TWO teams if they wish. If you do not feel 

you will have a complement of five players on the day, just let us know so we can 

organise something rather than have you miss out. If your Colony is not planning 

to enter the Unihoc, you can still bring an entry for the Art competition on the day. 
  
 

Suzanne and Peter, ADCs (Beaver Scouts) 
 

http://penparcauscouts.org.uk/contact-us/about-scouting/beaver-logo/
http://penparcauscouts.org.uk/contact-us/about-scouting/beaver-logo/
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Belfast County 

Leaders’ Programme Exchange 

 
Saturday 1st February 2020 

1.00-3.00pm 

BP Chalet, Ardnavally 
 

Are you a leader in a Beaver Colony in 

Belfast? 

Would you like to meet other leaders and 

get some activity ideas? 

If so, please come along to this fun, 

informal event. 

 

 
 

http://penparcauscouts.org.uk/contact-us/about-scouting/beaver-logo/
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 Holocaust Memorial Day  

The Holocaust Memorial Day Trust promotes and supports Holocaust Memorial 

Day (HMD) in the UK. HMD has taken place in the UK since 2001, with a UK 

Commemorative Ceremony and more than 10,000 local activities taking place all 

across the UK on or around 27
th
  January each year. My own Explorer Unit has 

attended events previously in Belfast and North Down to hear talks from survivors 

of the concentration camps and take part in acts of remembrance. We were deeply 

moved by visits to the Ghettos and Holocaust Museums and Memorials on 

previous trips to Latvia and Lithuania. We plan to visit the site of the massacre at 

Srebrenica during our visit to Bosnia this summer. The aim of the Trust is 

‘learning from genocide to ensure a better future for all’.  The Trust has a lot of 

very useful and poignant educational resources on their website to help the next 

generation to understand the true horror of prejudice, discrimination and genocide. 

https://www.hmd.org.uk/about-us/ I would encourage all of our Sections to 

incorporate an age –appropriate reflection into their programme this week to mark 

Holocaust Memorial Day. The prayer below was taken from the website and 

written for the commemoration: 

Lord God and Father, 

 

We remember before you all those who bear the inner and outer scars of the 

Holocaust and of subsequent acts of genocide. Let them not be overwhelmed by 

the horrors that engulfed them. Be close to them. Help them to see that you suffer 

with those who suffer, and that no wickedness can ever extinguish your infinite 

love. Restrain those who are filled with hatred and use violence to pursue their 

ends. Change their hearts. May remembrance make us alert to the reality of evil 

and its deceptive allure. Help us to recognise our own capacity for evil and allow 

your Spirit to purge it from our beings. Help us also to stand up against evil and 

oppression, even if that means we have to suffer ourselves. Enable us to defend 

those who are not strong enough to defend themselves, and to be ready to bring the 

light of your truth into the dark areas of human experience. Deepen our respect for 

everything you have made, and help us to share in securing the maximum good of 

every person who is alive in your world. We ask this in the Name of your Son 

Jesus Christ, who died for our sins, carries our sorrows, heals our wounds, and is 

risen for our freedom. Amen 
 

David

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocaust_Memorial_Day_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holocaust_Memorial_Day_(UK)
https://www.hmd.org.uk/about-us/
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      News from 30
th

 Pack          

 
30

th
 had rounded off 2019 with a visit to the Strand Cinema, to see the final 

instalment of Star Wars- the Force was strong amongst the Leadership team who 

had recruited reinforcements in the form of the Explorer Unit to help battle the 

dark side (Cubs). A mountain of popcorn and chocolate kept the Imperial 

Stormtroopers on the advance but they were stopped in their tracks by The Rebel 

Alliance as they exited at the end of the film as our photos confirm.  Akela is keen 

to recruit two new volunteers to the Rebel Alliance (30
th
 Leadership Team) – just a 

little worried they might not pass Appointment Interview and AccessNI check!! 

The Leaders and Explorers regrouped at Slim’s Kitchen later for pre-Christmas 

turkey burgers and dessert.  

 

We started the new decade in January in customary 30
th
 style with 

an Oriental Night. Games included Rats and Rabbits, Chopstick and Jelly Snake 

relay, Pass the Mandarin Orange, and Chinese Calligraphy. We also had a Chinese 

Takeaway game where the Cubs had to make up whatever number on the menu 

the Leaders called out using cards with different food items on them, a jigsaw 

puzzle to build the Great Wall of China from assorted brick pieces and a Chinese 

Dragon game where each Dragon (Six led by a blindfolded Sixer) had to try to 

catch the tail of another Dragon. Highlights were the prawn cracker eating 

challenge and Sumo Wrestling with scarves around waists as sumo costumes- even 

the Explorers and the Leaders wanted a go at this. We ended the night with some 

Chinese Whisper relays with the garbled end message not being even remotely 

similar to what was given at the start.  

 

Also in January, we had a visit from Vanessa from Cats Protection 

to hear all about the life of cats and advice for looking after them. We hope to take 

some of the Cubs along to Dundonald Shelter later this year with some cat food 

and toys. Back by popular demand was our now annual Board Games night with 

the Cubs and Leaders enjoying a large variety of games including old favourites 

such as Connect4 and Twister. We also had a visit that night from Paula Bryson 

ex-59
th

 - Akela is working hard to tempt her back into uniform.    

 
David, CSL 30th  

 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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 News from 30
th

 Troop 

 

Hello from 30
th
 Scouts. We finished off the Christmas term with an evening of 

Extreme Bowling at Dundonald International Ice Bowl. Determined not to let the 

weather dampen January spirits the Troop has had two evenings spent outdoors 

since commencing the winter term. An evening in Gilnahirk Park playing wide 

games and more recently the Scouts took part in some geocaching within Clement 

Wilson Park and Belvoir Park. The Troop was split in to two teams and both set 

off in opposite directions with a target of finding 5 geocaches. No easy feat in the 

dark. The winning team found 3 out of 5 which was very respectable for first 

timers with torches! 

 

Stevie Whyte 30th SL  
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                             Events in January  
 

20
th
     East Belfast District Executive Meeting  

  Venue: 10
th
 HQ, McMordie Scout Hall 

  Contact: Colin Jeffries, District Secretary 

 

27
th
   East Belfast District Scouters’ Meeting 

  Venue: 7
th

 Belfast Dundonald Methodist Church 

  Contact: Betty Robb, DC 

 

31
st
  Belfast County Cub Scout Swimming Gala  

  Venue: Campbell College Pool 

  Contact: David Kelly, ACC (Cub Scouts)   

   

   Events in February 
 

3
rd

   East Belfast District Cub Scout Quiz 

  Venue: 30
th
 HQ Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church 

  Contact: David Bell, Deputy DC  

 

8
th  

East Belfast District Beaver Scout Unihoc 

  Venue: 4
th

 HQ, Knock Presbyterian Church 

  Contact: Peter Gilfedder, ADC (Beavers) 

 

10
th
  East Belfast District GSLs’ Meeting 

  Venue: Betty’s House 

  Contact: Betty Robb, DC      

 

           

     

 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  

 
 

Not later than 21
st
 February for the February issue please! 

 

 
 

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

