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           Scouting East             

The Journal of East Belfast Scouting  
 

No. 406           DECEMBER 2019  
 

      From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 

Hello everyone, how quickly 2019 has flown by and Christmas is almost 

upon us again. Many thanks to all of you who have contributed to the December 

edition of the News-sheet. It is great to read about all the various programme 

activities and particularly the craft ideas- clearly there is a lot of artistic talent out 

there amongst the District which bodes well for the District Art Competitions 

being organised for our Beaver and Cub Sections in the new year.  

A number of Groups and Units have also been participating in service 

projects and Good-turns at this time of year- several are now actively supporting 

local foodbanks on a regular basis and others have been contributing to Christmas 

toy and shoebox appeals, visiting the elderly or sleeping out to raise awareness and 

fundraising to support the homeless on our streets.  In an increasingly materialistic 

and selfish world, projects such as these can encourage our members to put their 

Scout Promise into action by helping other people and to count our blessings, as 

we think of those living rough on our streets in the depths of winter or struggling 

to make ends meet and find enough money for the weekly shop let alone 

Christmas presents. The impact on others and on the Scouts themselves is very 

obvious from Bruce’s report. Scouting is of course open to those of all faiths (and 

none), but by incorporating the spiritual dimension regularly into our Scouting 

programme during the year, we can provide meaningful opportunities for our 

members to explore various faiths and to develop in their own personal faith 

journey. I know for many Leaders within the Groups in our District, myself 

included, the Christian faith is central to our lives and often a motivating factor to 

serve the young people in our churches and local community. This time of year 

provides opportunities for our young people to attend Church Services, carol 

concerts and nativity plays often by partnering with our sponsoring congregations 

and through these to explore the claims of the Christian faith for themselves. May 

we all experience a sense of hope, peace and goodwill to others at this special time 

of year as we reflect on the Christian message of the birth of Jesus, God’s Son, to 

be the Saviour of all who put their trust in Him. With very best wishes to all for a 

peaceful, relaxing and well-deserved break.  

Merry Christmas, David   
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    From the District Commissioner   
 

Hello everyone, 

 

As we come to the end of another busy year, I would like to take this opportunity 

to thank all of you for the hard work you put in faithfully week by week as 

Leaders within our various Groups and Sections – it is very much appreciated by 

the parents, and by the young people themselves, even if they do not always 

outwardly show it. Trust me when I say I am certain you are helping to create 

memories and build friendships that will last a lifetime and are having a really 

positive influence on the next generation during the formative years of their lives. 

I would also like to thank our Groups and Sections for the various projects that 

they have undertaken within our local community and further afield during the last 

twelve months which have had a positive impact in the lives of others. Well done 

as well to all of our young people who have earned badges and awards this year. 

 

I would like to put on record my gratitude to the District Executive and Office 

Bearers for their help during the last year and to the long-standing members of our 

District Fellowship who continue to help out as and when they are able- it was 

great to be able to join them recently at Ards Fellowship Carol Service. Special 

thanks too to Pamela, Janet and Stephen for all of the admin they undertake for us 

in HQ- nothing is ever too much trouble for them – on behalf of our District- thank 

you! I very much appreciate the assistance of those who have stepped up in the last 

few months by accepting the baton and undertaking new leadership roles within 

the District. I have taken great encouragement from working with the new 

members of the District Team (alongside the reliable old faces) and the 

appointment of our new representatives on the County Sub-committees. I am also 

really pleased to see how our Scout Network is flourishing at District and County 

level and would like to thank Jonathan and Carlos for all the work they are doing.  

 

On a personal note, this last year has of course been a very difficult one for me and 

I would like again to thank Donna and the Assistant Leaders of my own Colony, 

and Gareth, James and David for their help in keeping the District administration 

running smoothly, and affording me the time out and space that I needed when I 

was at my lowest. I am very grateful.  As we approach Christmas, I am very aware 

that there are others in our District have lost loved ones in 2019, and you are all 

very much in my thoughts especially at this time. Can I wish all of our members 

and Leaders a very Merry Christmas and my very best wishes for 2020! 

Betty 
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Hearty congratulations to Steve Hoskins (27
th

 and 78
th
 Belfast Cub Scout Packs) 

on his presentation of the British Empire Medal (BEM) for services to his local 

community through Scouting 
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    East Belfast District Beavers   

 
 

BEAVER UNIHOC and ART COMPETITION 
 

Saturday 8th February 2020 

1.00pm—3.00pm 

Knock Presbyterian Church 
  

Teams of 5 players (can have one sub) 

£1.00 per player       
  

   

 

Theme this year will be Summer Olympics: Group or individual submissions 

accepted; just bring with you on the day. 

  

Please email Beaver ADCs, Suzanne or Peter to register your team before 31
st
 

January 2020 EastBelfastBeavers@gmail.com   

 

Colonies with 20 or more can register TWO teams if they wish. If you do not feel 

you will have a complement of five players on the day, just let us know so we can 

organise something rather than have you miss out. If your Colony is not planning 

to enter the Unihoc, you can still bring an entry for the Art competition on the day. 
  
 

Suzanne and Peter, ADCs (Beaver Scouts) 
 

http://penparcauscouts.org.uk/contact-us/about-scouting/beaver-logo/
http://penparcauscouts.org.uk/contact-us/about-scouting/beaver-logo/
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Belfast County 

Leaders’ Programme Exchange 

 
Saturday 1st February 2020 

1.00-3.00pm 

BP Chalet, Ardnavally 
 

Are you a leader in a Beaver Colony in 

Belfast? 

Would you like to meet other leaders and 

get some activity ideas? 

If so, please come along to this fun, 

informal event. 

 
For catering purposes, please let your ADC know if you 

will be attending BEFORE Friday 24th
 January 

http://penparcauscouts.org.uk/contact-us/about-scouting/beaver-logo/
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       News from the Cub Section    

Just a reminder that the District heat of the Cub Scout Quiz will be held at 

6.45p.m. at Gilnahirk Presbyterian (Stye Brae Upper Hall) on Monday 3
rd

 

February.  Each team should comprise 4 Cub Scouts –all must be under 11 years 

and at least 2 under 10 years. The cost per team is £5. The ACC (Cubs) will 

provide the questions (so can we expect a music trivia round and some dancing on 

the tables??!!) and at present I am anticipating up to 8 rounds with teams playing a 

joker at the start of any one round to double the score for that round. We should be 

finished by 8.30pm latest.  Each Pack can enter two teams, with the option of a 

third team if space permits.  Please can you let me have confirmation of how many 

teams your Pack is entering by Thursday 30
th

 January? Thanks. 

I am delighted to announce that Peter Gammon CSL 9
th
 is joining the District 

Team as an additional ADC (Cubs) working alongside Sara McLachlan CSL 33
rd

.  

Peter and Sara are currently drafting plans for the District Indoor Football 

Competition at Sydenham Methodist Church in March and they will forward 

details to CSLs in due course.  It is also hoped to organise a District Cross-country 

race next spring and a District Sixers’ event, linking in with youth-shaped 

Scouting. I will continue to support Sara and Peter in the delivery of the District 

Cub Programme through to the summer. They will take over responsibility for 

writing the Cub Column in the news-sheet early in 2020. 

I am also pleased that Richard Clark 10
th
 has taken up the appointment as our new 

District Rep on the County Cub Sub-committee for a 3 year term and to thank the 

outgoing rep, Antonia Hoskins 27
th
, for all of her hard work in this position on our 

behalf during her term. 

 Best wishes,  

David, Deputy DC 
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http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/


 

 
7 

      News from 30
th

 Pack     

 
During November, 30

th
 Pack completed the requirements for the Communicator 

badge. This included learning sign language with two volunteers from Action on 

Hearing Loss, the phonetic alphabet and secret codes, and making invisible inks. 

We also prepared messages in plastic bottles to send to Coca Cola as part of 

Tearfund’s campaign to reduce plastic waste.  The Cubs have also been learning to 

text and email with some very amusing messages received. The challenge to speak 

nonstop for two minutes about themselves proved surprisingly difficult, but they 

were much better at observing and reporting, especially when Carlos arranged for 

a friend to call up and pretend to steal Raksha’s handbag during the night, 

although they couldn’t quite all agree on the description of the suspect.  A 

highlight was the visit from the local Sunshine Community Radio 104.9 FM Team 

from the Braniel/Gilnahirk area who demonstrated how to record radio interviews. 

 

Some of the Cubs also visited Tullycarnet Library to complete the Book Reader 

badge- many thanks to Andrea Johnston and her staff; we hope to return in the 

spring to undertake the digital citizen badge in the library’s computer suite. 

 

In late November, we were visited by Tura Arutura, who is originally from 

Zimbabwe, for an evening of African Dance. The Cubs had great fun and some 

had surprising good moves on the dance floor.  Apparently Akela was captured 

dancing on Charlie’s Dad’s phone – but said Cub has promised not to share the 

clip –otherwise Akela might just have to share what he knows about Charlie’s 

behaviour this year with Santa!!!! (The photo opposite is supplied by Carlos- but 

Akela has already prepared a 200+ page dossier on him for Santa!!!). 

 

In early December, we had an Egyptian-themed night-  with attempts to make 

paper pyramids, mummify Sixers, dance like an Egyptian in Fez hats, and games 

including Arabs and Camels (Horses and Jockeys) and can’t cross the Red Sea. 

We then deciphered hieroglyphic codes and raided the tomb of Nicholases II and 

Lukakamum (aka our young leaders covered in bandages and lying under the 

stairwell underneath a tarpaulin) to find the treasure (pyramid shaped chocolate).  

 

Before Christmas, we made Christmas tree decorations, played traditional party 

games and prepared for our Christmas Service. Well done to Patrick and Jack who 

led the prayers and to all of the Cubs who took part in a rendition of ‘When I hear 

the Christmas Bells Ring’ (to the tune of Oh When the Saints) with Raksha 

channelling Whoopie Goldberg conducting, and Carlos and Akela accompanying 

on hand bells (well they had proved so popular last year!!! 

David, CSL 30th  

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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      News from 99
th

 Pack       
 

As the calendar rolls round to December our thoughts at Cubs and Scouts focus on 

Christmas Good Turns and 99
th
 Cubs plan their card making week. It’s become a 

tradition to send cards made by the Cubs to notable folk in our church 

congregation and beyond and we’re usually able to make enough interesting cards 

to distribute them to a number of folk in Church. Nativity scenes were the rage this 

year as Rachel had secured a large number of stick-on sheep, shepherds, donkeys, 

angels and holy family members!   

 

As part of the Good Turn we deliver some of the cards to the 

folk who live in our local Abbeyfield House in Belmont Church Road. Any 

budding musicians bring along their flutes, trumpets or whatever and help to 

entertain the elderly residents. This year while enjoying juice and biscuits supplied 

by the staff, we were able to hear about the residents’ experiences when they were 

youngsters, including the arrival of electricity in the countryside and taking long 

cycle and bus rides to get to school – hard to believe for today’s youngsters! 

 

 While some were at Abbeyfield, others visited our good friend 

Mary Hutcheson, a member of Belmont and a former Cub Leader with 4
th
, who is 

now blind. From time to time she brings her guide dog to Pack meetings to help 

the boys understand better how to relate to blind people and what we can do to 

help them. The boys enjoyed meeting Quando, Mary’s newest dog, and hearing 

about Mary’s chiming clock and ringing watch and the other clever ways Mary has 

for keeping in touch with what’s round about her. Most of all they realise how 

important it is for them to speak out to a blind person, and remind them who it is 

that’s speaking, whenever they’re giving a hand like holding open doors and so on. 

  

 

Bruce, CSL 99th   
 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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  News from 30
th

 Troop   

 
Hello from 30

th
 Gilnahirk. The Scouts took to the kitchen in December and baked 

some delicious garlic flatbread. We also played some handball and unihoc and 

created some colourful homemade lava lamps in plastic cups. Despite the wet 

weather and muddy conditions the Scouts practised their shelter building and fire-

lighting skills in the Castlereagh Hills. Naturally there was a packet of chocolate 

digestives and some mallows on standby to make the obligatory camp fire smores. 

Merry Christmas to all!  

        Stevie Whyte, SL 30th  

 (Any truth to that rumour being put about by a reliable source 

at 30
th

 that the Scout Leader blew a fuse in the cooker in the church kitchen and 

the Scouts had to take the garlic dough with them to cook at home instead?? – Ed) 
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  99
th

 Troop - Our Christmas Good-turn 
 

A Bit of an Eye-Opener!! 

 

For the Troop Christmas Good Turn this year we decided to join in with our own 

Church’s efforts to support the local foodbank, known as The Larder, which 

operates out of St Christopher’s Church in Mersey Street. 

 

In preparation, we bought more or less all the items that The Larder list, as the 

desired type of foods that would go to make up an Advent Donation Box and 

showed the various items to the Patrols. (The Larder focuses on food, some 

cleaning materials and some toiletries which they find are most needed.) Each 

Patrol then split the list up so that each scout would bring about 4 or 5 items for 

the following week to make up more boxes – items ranged from a jar of jam, salt 

and pepper, tinned meats, and pasta sauce to bags of sugar, shower gel and gravy 

granules; plus in recognition of the Christmas season, some selection boxes – the 

main emphasis is on non-perishable staples – but no more baked beans please!! 

 

On the Good Turn evening all the Scouts brought in their offerings which were 

boxed and then we all set off to St Christopher’s in Mersey Street. 

 

What a surprise when we trooped into the old Church building – no pews, no rows 

of seats, no obvious pulpit or other trappings of ‘church’ with which the boys are 

familiar – instead one enters through racks of shelving stacked with tins and 

packets, jars and bottles, shower gels and toilet rolls. Once into the Sanctuary, it 

was clear that this WAS a church – high arched ceiling and church like windows – 

but some large old sofas and tables and chairs set out café fashion. 

 

We were warmly greeted by Darren and Louise (two modern day Saints disguised 

as ‘ordinary folk’) and the Scouts sat down on the sofas, warmed by a wood 

burning stove, to hear from Louise about the whys and wherefores of The Larder. 

 

Louise told of her encounter with a lady who had just ‘fallen through’ the red tape 

of the benefits system and didn’t know where her next meal would come from; 

and how this led Louise to gather together some food and bits and pieces to help 

what was the first foodbank ‘client’. 

 

Louise went on to give the Scouts (and leaders!) an eye-opener as to the ways in 

which some folk fall on very hard times – family breakup, mental illness, 

addiction of one sort or other, loss of a job. The Larder deals with people referred 

by social services sometimes because they are being moved from one part of the 

government benefits ‘safety net’ to another, but have a 6 week period with no 

support!! Other people just find their way to The Larder in times of dire need. 
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Louise answered the Scouts’ questions with an unfailing smile; 

 

“What’s the oldest person you’ve had in?”   [Well we don’t ask peoples’ ages.] 

 

“What’s the biggest donation you’ve had?” [We don’t count, but Darren added 

that big fresh food donations – which they don’t normally look for – come in 

around Church Harvest Service time!] 

 

“Do some well-dressed people just come in to get free food?” [Sometimes people 

have had a crisis in life and they still have nice clothes, but can’t make ends meet; 

so we never ask questions or judge people.] 

 

“Do you give out a box of food for each person?” [No, we put things out on the 

shelves as you can see, and give folk a bag and let them choose items – that’s 

because people who fall on hard times almost always have very few choices, so we 

let them choose food they would prefer.]    

 

Overall, a very worthwhile and ‘educational’ Good Turn – a parent acknowledged 

their Scout “came home and told me all about it – he learnt a lot about life this 

evening!” 

 

Bruce, GSL 99th  
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  7
th

 Group Annual Report 
 

7
th

 competed in the County archery Crawfordsburn and Scout boxcar at 

Sprucefield. Great fun making the carts and they didn't come apart to everyone's 

surprise. Great to see the good turnout at the St George's Day Parade fom the 

District. May and June was the Belfast County Flag and NI camping competition 

at Mountstewart which was incident hike based. We had our annual Scout Big Day 

Out at Tollymore and Bloody Bridge and worked hard? at the cottage working 

weekend lol. Also squeezed in 3 weekend camps and NI dodgeball competition. 

We did lots of fundraising this year for the 7 guys going to euro jam in Gdansk, 

Poland and the 4 edjits going to Malawi. Namely 4 bagpacks, Beaver Day 

catering, church breakfast, mud run catering, cinema night, clip and climb, with 

more to do next year. Thanks to all who supported us. So looking forward to a nice 

break and then we get to do it all again next year - roll on 2020.  

Des, GSL 7th  
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  News from Ballyhanwood Unit   
 

As this year’s Group and Unit Good-turn, several members of Ballyhanwood Unit 

together with some of 30
th
 Leaders decided to participate in the Big Sleep Out for 

the Homeless on Saturday night 7
th
 December to raise money for Shelter NI.  They 

even persuaded the Deputy DC and District and County Youth Commissioners to 

join them!! Rather than join the main event at the Stormont Estate, we decided to 

doss down in the grounds of Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church (the concrete yard not 

the Graveyard or Church Steps I hasten to add).  A bitterly cold night saw us put 

on multiple layers of clothing and an amusing assortment of woolie hats before 

snuggling into sleeping bags then wrap ourselves in bivvy bags and foil blankets- 

just like Christmas turkeys ready for the oven. ABSL Donna was on hand to feed 

us spicy hot chilli and rice late on Saturday night and a full Ulster Fry on Sunday 

morning. It was a long night with intermittent rain and strong winds but thankfully 

no sleet or snow- punctuated by some snoring and sleep-talking to keep those still 

awake at that point entertained.  Even though we only endured one night roughing 

it on the streets, it really brought home to us the plight of the homeless in Belfast 

who endure such conditions and worse every night of the year.  Many thanks to all 

of the members of the Scout Group, Unit, parents and friends who supported us 

and helped us to raise almost £400 for Shelter NI.  

 
David, Ballyhanwood ESL 
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   Events in December               

 

 

Things are winding down now for Christmas but watch out for a number of 

training opportunities for Adult Leaders and Young Leaders in January and of 

course it is the time to start thinking about the census return and annual accounts! 

                                     Merry Christmas!! 
           

     

 
 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  

 
 

Not later than 10
th

 January for the January issue please! 

 

 
 

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

