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           Scouting East             

The Journal of East Belfast Scouting  
 

No. 405           NOVEMBER 2019  
 

      From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Hello everyone, many thanks for the contributions to November’s Newssheet. 

There are lots of reports and photos from the ADCs and from the Groups and 

Sections and a definite buzz within the District at the moment. I would be very 

keen to see this trend continue over the next few months. It is especially good to 

have contributions from our younger members and from Groups that haven’t 

written for some time. So I would encourage you all to keep the reports and photos 

coming, and even to write in with thoughts and views on issues of relevance to the 

District, suggestions for new events, competitions or badge courses.  

 I’d particularly encourage any Cub Scouts completing the Communicator 

badge to send in reports to Scouting East to meet one of the badge requirements. 

More generally, it would be good to have thoughts on any badges that could be 

organised for the various Sections at District level. It is a few years since we last 

included a District badge report at the AGM – it is often good to see which badges 

are popular across the District and which aren’t being attempted because of level 

of difficulty or lack of expertise or badge examiners.  I’d be keen to have thoughts 

on how we could accurately gather this information- do Leaders have badge 

records on spreadsheets or copies of receipts for badges purchased? 

 Gilwell are currently holding a number of focus groups with Leaders by 

teleconference and in person.  Details have been circulated by HQ and by the 

County Commissioner. It would be great to have good participation from East so 

that the views of Scouters in our District can be heard. Many thanks. 

As part of our continued drive towards Youth-shaped Scouting, the Scout 

ADCs recently held an activity day for PLs as an opportunity to hear their views 

and involve them in programme planning at District level.  A similar event is 

planned for Sixers soon.  Jonathan, our Youth Commissioner, is also working on a 

social event for Scout Network / Leaders under 25 before Christmas – please 

support this if you can. Not all of our young adults/former Explorer Scouts are 

able to commit to weekly volunteering and perhaps a wider Scout Network with 

participation not only of current Leaders might be the springboard to a new 

generation of SASU members to support the District in the future.  

         Best wishes,   David 
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   From the District Commissioner   
 

Hello everyone, 

 

Thank you to 73
rd

 Group for hosting our recent District Scouters’ meeting.  This 

was well attended and generated some good discussion. Thanks also to Chris 

Rintoul ADC (Scouts), who has a background in social work, for speaking about 

his work to raise drug and alcohol awareness within the local community. Our 

next District Scouters’ meeting will be hosted by 7
th

 Group at Dundonald 

Methodist on Monday 27
th

 January.   

 

A number of Leaders in East have recently obtained Archery permits- well done to 

Ricky Hill, Maggi Wong, Jonathan Bell and Carlos Barr. Hopefully we will be 

able to call on them to run some archery sessions within the District in the months 

ahead. Colin Lammey has also offered to run an activity permit information 

evening for us in the District after Christmas. Thank you to Matthew Lambe who 

organised a Safeguarding Course for us in October, and to 4
th
 Group for hosting 

us.  Further courses will be run over the next few months and David will be 

running both a First Response refresher and full course in January. Please also 

keep checking the emails from Headquarters about upcoming Woodbadge training 

days at Crawfordsburn, the next of which are planned for January. 

 

I am pleased to announce the appointment of Paula Bryson, former CSL of 59
th
 

Belfast, as our new Appointments Secretary, to succeed Ann.  Two evenings of 

appointment interviews have been held recently and a further is planned for later 

this month.  Following the announcement of the new District Team, I am pleased 

to report that the Sectional reps on the Belfast County Subcommittees have now 

been confirmed as: Kathy Clarke 27
th

 Beavers; Richard Clark 10
th

 Cubs and Eddie 

McKee 7
th

 Scouts.  There is still a vacancy for a District rep on the County 

Finance sub-committee –please let me know if you might be willing to consider 

this position. The call is also out for a new Assistant County Commissioner for the 

Scout Section if you know of anyone who might be interested in this role. 

 

I have enjoyed getting out and about amongst the Groups recently and meeting our 

younger members and Leaders.  I have also forwarded some Service certificates to 

GSLs to present to Leaders on appropriate occasions in their Groups- I know a 

number have held Church services recently and it is important that we have a 

chance to recognise and publically thank our long-serving Leaders on such fitting 

occasions for their many years’ service. 

Best wishes, Betty 
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Farewell from Richard Beckwith, GSL 24
th

 Belfast   
 

The 24
th

 is now 100 years old, who would have imagined it - we had a Service of 

Thanksgiving on Sunday 29
th

 September 2019. This is the transcript of what was read: 
 

On January 24, 1908, the Boy Scouts Movement began in England with the publication of the 

first instalment of Robert Baden-Powell's Scouting for Boys. The name Baden-Powell was 

already well known to many English boys, and thousands of them eagerly bought up the 

handbook. It was a global phenomenon. As numbers grew, it soon became clear that young 

people of all ages and in every country wanted to get involved in Scouting. Wolf Cubs came 

along for younger Scouts in 1916, followed four years later by Rover Scouts for an older age 

range. 1920 was the year of the first World Scout Jamboree. At London’s Olympia, Scouts 

from across the world gathered to celebrate international unity and the growth of their great 

Movement. The Movement continued to grow and move with the times. Rover Scouts and 

Senior Scouts became Venture Scouts and the badge system was updated to reflect the wider 

range of activities a Scout could do. Girls were invited to join the Venture Scout section; this 

was introduced to other Sections in the early 1990s. 
 

The 24
th

 Belfast Scout Troop was formed in 1915 but owing to hostilities in Europe the Group 

was not registered until October 1919. It started as a Rover Unit, which progressed to Scouts 

then onto Cubs. The Group has seen success and failure over the years, losing leaders in wars 

and conflicts but it still bounces back as in the Scout Law a Scout has courage in all 

difficulties. The Group has been represented at District, County and international camps and 

competitions and was inspected by the Chief Scout Lord Rowallan May 1946. The 24
th
 has 

provided Scouting in this part of East Belfast for 100 years and in that time it has influenced 

hundreds if not thousands of boys. To an individual, the first 21 years of life are a period of 

preparation and learning for their adult life. Scouting plays an important role in this 

preparation through character building and instilling important principles. Scouting introduces 

young people to a world of fun and opportunity they can’t get elsewhere. It teaches young 

people how to grow in to the Leaders of tomorrow and inspires them to do their best. 

However, Scouts aren’t just gaining the positive character building benefits for themselves – 

they are passing them on to others by being a good example. 
 

In preparing for the 100
th
 anniversary, I reflected on my own time in Scouting.  I was taught 

the skills of Leadership and how to be a good role model for others.  I’ve learned to have a 

vision and goal for what I want to accomplish. This does not mean there won’t be challenges 

or failures but by having a good attitude I can feel good knowing I tried.  Scouting has helped 

me gain confidence and learn valuable skills.  It has inspired me to want to give back to 

Scouting which I did by becoming a Leader and give my best to my Troop and work hard.  

Doing your best is not about being perfect or better than someone else, it’s about knowing you 

tried, gave it your all, made a plan and went for it. The indispensable heart of Scouting is its’ 

volunteers. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the Leaders who have devoted so 

much time over the years to the development and well-being of the members of the 24
th

. I 

wish 24
th

 Group all the very best with their Scouting endeavours in the years to come. 
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 News from the Beaver Section 
 

 

 

Your new ADCs (Beavers) for East: 

 

Peter Gilfedder is Assistant Beaver Leader with 4th Knock for the past 

seven years and took up his appointment as ADC Beavers last year.  

 

Suzanne McLachlan has been Beaver Leader with 33rd Stormont for 

over 30 years and is a newly appointed ADC this year.  

  

We are both here to help Beaver Scouts in our District not just survive 

but thrive and with your help, we believe we will do this.  There is such 

a breadth of experience amongst our current District Beaver Leaders 

that we want to support and come together occasionally to share ideas 

and experiences. 

  

We have set up a District Beaver email address so contact us at any 
time— EastBelfastBeavers@gmail.com   
  

During our District meeting on 14 October, Beavers leaders chatted 

and agreed on some ideas and suggestions we could do as a District 

Beaver team to support each other. These included a District Badge 

Day, Keep calm and be a buddy (buddying up between Colonies to 

run joint activities), and a social evening and programme exchange 

for Leaders. We would welcome any other ideas from you and your 

leaders too. 
 

Suzanne and Peter, ADCs (Beaver Scouts) 
 
 

  

  

 

NOVEMBER 2019 

BADGE DAY 

PROGRAMME  

EXCHANGE AND 

SOCIAL       

EVENING FOR BSL 

AND ABSL 

East Belfast District 
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  District PLs’ Activity Day 
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Alan, Phil and Chris, ADCs (Scouts)  
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      News from the Cub Section    

 
The second event this autumn was the annual District Unihoc Competition hosted 

by 4
th

 Pack at Knock Presbyterian on Wednesday 13
th
 November.  Eight teams 

took part, representing 5 Packs- 4
th

 Boys, 4
th

 Girls, 30
th
, 33

rd
 and 99

th
.  The teams 

were divided into two leagues, in which each team played all of the others in their 

league. A lively and exciting series of matches saw 4
th

 B and 30
th
 B progress from 

the upstairs league, and 4
th

 A and 99
th

 A from the downstairs league.  Two tense 

semi-finals resulted in an all 4
th
 Final between the boys’ teams with 4

th
 A (Red 

sticks) prevailing over 4
th

 B (yellow sticks) to claim the Cup and gold medal slot.  

99
th
 just pipped 30

th
 in the third-fourth play-off match to clinch the bronze medal 

slot.  Many thanks to our timers, score keepers and the referees – Andrew Fisher 

from QUB Unihoc and Floorball Club and ACC (Cubs), David Kelly 115
th

.  A big 

thank you too to DC Betty who was on hand to make the juice and present the gold 

medals to the winning team. 

 

The next event will be the District heat of the Cub Quiz to be hosted by 30
th

 at 

Gilnahirk on Monday 3
rd

 February.  There are also plans for a County Cub 

Swimming Gala in January (to be confirmed).  We hope to have an activity for 

Sixers in the District soon, and an opportunity to have their input into planning 

programmes and activities for the Cub Section. 

 

I’d like to formally welcome Sara McLachlan (33
rd

) on board as our new ADC for 

the Cub Section and will continue to support her as she takes over the organisation 

of the activities for our Cub Section at District level as we enter 2020. A second 

ADC will be announced very soon. 

David, Deputy DC  
 

      News from 9
th

 Pack    
 

 

9
th

 Cubs recently held an activity day at Crawfordsburn. They all had a great time 

trying archery, crate climbing and bushcraft skills. The weather wasn’t the greatest 

until the archery started when the sun started peeking out from behind the clouds. 

Our youngest Cub even managed to get the most crates stacked and reached the 

highest point, even though his Mum said he’s afraid of heights. All in all a great 

day was had by everyone.  

 

Maggi Wong, ACSL 9th  
 

NOVEMBER 2019 

BADGE DAY 

PROGRAMME  

EXCHANGE AND 

SOCIAL       

EVENING FOR BSL 

AND ABSL 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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      News from 30
th

 Pack    

 
While some of our Cubs were attending the Chess and Draughts competition, the 

rest were busy completing a selection of activity badges including Collector, 

Hobbies, Sports Enthusiast and Musician.  

 

The following week we descended on Knock Fire Station for a fire safety talk 

linked in to the Fire Safety badge, followed by a tour of the fire engines and of 

course the highly anticipated opportunity to man the fire hoses, and even Haithi 

and Raksha got in on the act. Thankfully Akela was quick on his feet and dodged 

the deluge of water as soon as he realised the hose was turning in his direction!! 

Many thanks to NIFRS Knock for a very informative and enjoyable night. 

 

The Cubs’ entrepreneurial skills were once again evident at the Gilnahirk Autumn 

Fair, encouraging family and members of the congregation to part with cash for 

second hand books, CDs and DVDs.  The Cubs, aided and abetted by Haiti, tried 

to match the potential customer to the book they thought that person would enjoy 

reading – with often hilarious results. For example Ian Hawthorne  (one of our 

former Cubs, son of Donna and Davy and now a 23 year old research 

immunologist) was offered ‘Diary of a Wimpy Kid’ at a knockdown price-  you 

get the general idea- expressions on the customers’ faces were priceless!! 

 

The following week we had our traditional annual messy games night, with the 

usual gunge relay, bug hunt, ducking for apples and the torchlight commando 

course.  Haiti had of course cried off (some lame excuse about dinner with Jacob 

Rees-Mogg and not wanting to mess up his hair and expensive suit??), but our new 

Leader Paul, and the extra members from the Explorer Unit drafted in for the 

night, entered into the fun with gusto- although they were just as shocked as Akela 

when Raksha went along the line of Leaders lying on the floor (poised to attempt 

to catch gummy bears dripping in syrup carefully aimed by Cubs into their open 

mouths) – and drizzled all their faces and hair with a generous squirt of syrup! 

 

On the Thursday before Remembrance Sunday, we visited the Northern Ireland at  

War Museum at Talbot Street. This is an excellent museum, and free of charge to 

schools and youth groups.  We learned about those from NI who had fought in the 

World Wars, heard about the Belfast Blitz and some of the rations available during 

the war, before making ration books and paper spitfires, trying on some of the 

military uniforms and playing some wartime board games.  Many thanks to our 

guide for a great night. Even Haithi and Akela raided the dressing-up box!! 

 

David, CSL 30th  

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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Dads’ Army… the Movie????? Is that Pike at the back- Stupid Boy! 
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  News from 30
th

 Troop   
 

30
th
 Scouts started off October by taking a bike ride to Island Hill, Comber. 

Meeting at Kings Road at 9am on a sunny Sunday morning the Scouts cycled 

along the Comber Greenway reaching the Island in one hour. The boys went on a 

crab hunt whilst the BBQ was fired up and hotdogs cooked for brunch. 

 

Simon took the Scouts for an evening of horticulture. The Scouts each brought in a 

slip of greenery from the garden and the teams had to guess what each slip was 

called, whilst Simon was offering up some interesting facts about the plants. 

 

During the Halloween break 30
th

 went to Slievenaman Cottage. Over the weekend 

the Scouts hiked up Bloody Bridge continuing to the top of Slieve Donard. The 

following day the group went to Castlewellan taking part in mountain biking 

around the forest trails. As a special Halloween treat, with help of a small 

generator the boys watched a movie shown on a projector in the school house. 

 

Stevie Whyte, SL 30th  
 

(The Slievenaman Hilton is definitely going up-market these days- pay per view 

movies in the hotel!!! - disappointed though that Hotel Manager Des didn’t put in 

an appearance as an usher at the interval with popcorn and ice-cream!!!- Ed) 
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  News from 99
th

 Troop   
 

Ten Scouts from 99
th

 Scout Group in East Belfast headed off to the Army base at 

Kinnegar in Holywood in October. We had a busy day learning about engines and 

vehicles and how to maintain them. We were taught by around 10 male and female 

soldiers and we were given an army lunch! My favourite activity was changing the 

head lights because we got to see behind it and how to put it back together. I also 

enjoyed changing the road wheel because we all got turns loosening and tightening 

the wheel and it was very helpful and interesting. 

Scout Mechanic Badge – Adam Cullen 

 Explorer Scout Dodgeball   

On Thursday 24
th 

November Knock Presbyterian Explorers attended a Dodge Ball 

night in Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church alongside Explorers from Ballyhanwood 

and Gilnahirk. This event, run by Ballyhackamore Barbarians Dodgeball Team, 

was a good way to learn new skills. It was also a good opportunity to get to know 

new people from different Units.  We also had a chance to learn how to play dodge 

ball with different variations on the competitive rules. Playing dodge ball also 

helped develop teamwork as we worked together as a team to play the game, both 

within our Units and in mixed teams. Dodgeball has long been a favourite game in 

our Unit, and it was good to try new variations at our next Unit night.  

 

Rebecca Hall, Knock Unit 

  News from Ballyhanwood Unit   
 

Once again this year, the Unit together with some of the members of 30
th

 Troop 

assisted with the Poppy Appeal collection over two Saturdays in November. Last 

year, Tullycarnett Branch decided to close after marking the centenary of the end 

of WW1, and to merge with Cregagh, Wandsworth and Ormiston Branch. Having 

accompanied Tullycarnett on their Parade to the Kings Road Memorial for many 

years we were delighted instead to receive an invitation to join the Parade at 

Montgomery Road and wreath laying and outdoor Service at Thiepval Memorial 

on Remembrance Sunday and hope that this will now become our annual tradition.  

  

David, Ballyhanwood ESL 

x-apple-data-detectors://0/
x-apple-data-detectors://0/
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                          Events in November    

 
11

th
  East Belfast District GSLs Meeting 

  Venue: Betty’s house 

                     Contact: Betty Robb, DC 

 

13
th
  East Belfast District Cub Scout Unihoc   

   Venue: 4
th

 HQ Knock Presbyterian Church Halls 

  Contact: David Bell, Deputy DC 

 

18
th 

 East Belfast District Executive Committee 

  Venue: 10
th
 HQ, McMordie Scout Hall  

  Contact: Colin Jeffries, District Secretary   
           

     

 

  
  
 
Exclusive - News has reached Scouting East that Des Grant is taking a short break 

from 7
th

 Group to star as Danny Zuko in a new nationwide touring production of 

the stage musical, Grease. Des apparently had his hair gelled up and leather jacket 

on, treading the boards on his opening night at Strand Arts Centre recently (any 

photos from Leaders in 7
th

 would be welcome for next month’s newssheet!!!) 
 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  

 
 

Not later than 30
th

 November for the December issue please! 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthumbs.worthpoint.com%2Fzoom%2Fimages1%2F1%2F0118%2F22%2Fhallmark-2017-miniature-keepsake_1_c590ecd27fd7ed62869ce82599d1f220.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worthpoint.com%2Fworthopedia%2Fhallmark-2017-miniature-keepsake-1911220680&docid=j-u6g7Jgca_3pM&tbnid=ICm7pHJASImgRM%3A&vet=12ahUKEwiloJjtvvTlAhVOQBoKHWMQC6I4yAEQMygqMCp6BAgBEC4..i&w=1080&h=1080&itg=1&bih=902&biw=1680&q=grease%20danny%20and%20sandy%20cartoon&ved=2ahUKEwiloJjtvvTlAhVOQBoKHWMQC6I4yAEQMygqMCp6BAgBEC4&iact=mrc&uact=8
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