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           Scouting East             

The Journal of East Belfast Scouting  
 

No. 402            JUNE 2019  
 

      From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Hello everyone, and welcome to the final edition of the Newssheet before 

the summer. It has been a quiet time on the competition front as the Belfast 

County Cub Scout Five-a-side has been postponed until the autumn and other 

Sections are winding down for the summer break. Several Packs have already been 

on Pack Holidays in late May and early June and it would be great to receive some 

reports of these for Scouting East. For those heading off during July and August 

please remember to submit your NAN forms to Alan Campbell and copy to Betty, 

and to check that all necessary permits are in place for the various activities. Don’t 

forget that extra insurance cover will be needed if you are venturing outside UK, 

even if only to Isle of Man, Channel Islands or Republic of Ireland. I gather some 

of our Network members from East are planning a trip to a campsite/festival 

‘Netfest’ in England and it would be good to hear more about that in due course. 

Earlier this year, my own Pack took out educational membership of the 

National Trust, and our Sixers and Seconders returned recently to build shelters 

and bivvy overnight at Mountstewart (see separate report from Carlos). The 

Educational Officer at Mountstewart, Jillian Martin, went out of her way to help 

us, and Richard Clark 10
th

, who is also part of the forestry team, was on hand on 

the night. They would be very keen to see more Groups from East visit 

Mountstewart- perhaps we could consider a District membership next year? On a 

separate note, Richard Beckwith 24
th
 is an active member of the Ulster Aviation 

Society and has asked me to remind Groups that they are keen to facilitate visits to 

their museum for anyone wanting to complete their Air Activities Staged Badge. 

I’ve put out a few provisional dates amongst the Cub Leaders for activities 

in the autumn, but I would still like some feedback on proposals for a Cross-

Country Race and whether we could get something put in place for mid-late 

September.  I also hope to schedule another First Response Course in the District 

in September and will liaise with our County Commissioner about arranging a 

further Safeguarding Training night in the autumn as well. 

 

Best wishes for the summer. For those not heading to camp, I hope you have 

a relaxing and refreshing break, for those heading to camp ENJOY! , David 
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   From the District Commissioner   
 

Hello everyone, 

It was my great pleasure to be at the Awards Dinner in Crawfordsburn earlier this 

month to see five of East’s long-serving Leaders receive their Silver Acorns from 

the NI Commissioner. Well done and thank you to each of you!   

 

 I was delighted to also discover that Stephen Hoskins 27
th

 (and 78
th
) had 

been awarded the BEM for services to young people through Scouting in The 

Queen’s Birthday Honours 2019.  This is a tremendous achievement and much 

deserved and we are all very proud!! 

 

Can I also send our best wishes for the future to William Ashenhurst 

ex-33
rd

 and Richard Beckwith 24
th
, both of whom are getting married this summer.  

William has now settled in Crawley in England, while Richard will be moving to 

the North Coast later this year and plans to continue his Scouting with 1
st
 

Castlerock Group. Many thanks to both for their work with our young people in 

East, they will be missed.  

 

Congratulations also to Gareth Thompson ACSL 30
th
 who is 

graduating later this month with first class honours from QUB. Gareth will be 

moving to Dublin to take up a new job in September, and will not be around so 

much at least for the next few years but hopefully will still be able to help with 

camps and weekend activities. As far as I know, Gareth will be the first Leader 

from East to qualify for the QUB Degree Plus Award at his Graduation through 

his work with Scouting. Congratulations too to any other Leaders who may be 

graduating this month that I haven’t heard about.   

 

Best wishes for the summer, Betty 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiE1dm0-oTjAhVuxYUKHUZTDGEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbigburymint.com%2Fproduct%2Fbritish-empire-medal-eiir-full-size%2F&psig=AOvVaw2XVQFPz1Hy9Q3qiU6R_8Xz&ust=1561563202505745
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiE1dm0-oTjAhVuxYUKHUZTDGEQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbigburymint.com%2Fproduct%2Fbritish-empire-medal-eiir-full-size%2F&psig=AOvVaw2XVQFPz1Hy9Q3qiU6R_8Xz&ust=1561563202505745
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       News from 30
th

 Pack     
 

During June, the Cubs have started working on their Gardener badge, and already 

they have been working enthusiastically over several nights on an area of the 

Church grounds close to where John McKay’s memorial tree is planted. We are 

still at the pulling up and weeding out stage (possibly the Cubs’ favourite part), 

interrupted intermittently by discovery and detailed examination of assorted mini-

beasts scurrying for safety from garden tool-wielding Cubs, or by taking turns to 

fill and race our rusty old wheelbarrow on trips to the bin. We hope to be at the 

planting stage soon and to keep momentum going during the summer holidays. 

 

 Also in June, inspired by 75
th

 Anniversary of D-Day (or perhaps 

Allo, Allo!!) we staged a French Resistance night.  The Cubs as members of the 

Resistance first donned disguises and made fake ID documents before setting out 

on their mission to rendezvous with two Allied Airmen (Carlos and Jude), making 

a large sign visible from the air so they could drop supplies, then communicating 

with them by code to try to locate them when they crash landed in a field at the top 

of the Rocky Road. On their mission they had to camouflage themselves, sneak 

past a German sentry post before encountering the Gestapo (Alison M aka 

Gertrude Hess and Donna, aka Helga Himmler, complete with her attack hound) 

where they were interrogated intensively before they could continue up the path to 

locate the airmen, perform first aid before stretchering them back to Resistance 

HQ. Along the way, strategically placed clues led them to the conclusion that one 

of the Resistance leaders (Alison N aka Veronique Mitterand) was actually a 

German agent who had infiltrated the ranks of the Resistance.  

 

On our last night before the summer, the Pack joined with the Troop at 

Crawfordsburn for a family fun night, tackling the assault course before a BBQ 

and campfire. Many thanks to Stephen, Carol, Jonny and Anne for helping with 

the BBQ and to Alex and Gareth who supervised the assault course and organised 

the campfire.  Well done to Callum’s Six who were awarded Six of the Year and 

to Noah Lorimer, who was presented with the Audrey Beggs Cub of the Year Cup. 

The following night, 9 of the seniors undertook an overnight survival exercise, 

bivvying out in the forest at Mountstewart (please see separate report from 

Carlos). Plans are now at an advanced stage for our Pack Holiday on the Isle of 

Man at the beginning of August.  

David, CSL 30th  

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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 30
th

 Pack survival night at Mountstewart  
 

Hello everyone, I thought that by now you might be a bit tired of reading reports 

from David, so I thought I'd liven up the 30
th
 report this month! I expect you'll 

probably end up reading a heavily censored and redacted version of what I'm 

currently writing! 

 

On Friday 21
st
 June (the longest day of the year!) we took a group of our P6s to 

bivvy out after Mount Stewart graciously (and perhaps naively) allowed us to 

spend the night! Luckily for us Richard from the 10
th

, who works at the site, was 

there to look after us. Myself and Gareth arrived at half four as instructed by 

David, only to be met with the question “Why are you here so early?” from Jillian 

at the National Trust. She then proceeded to give us a tour in her John Deere 

Gator, which was quite the experience. We maxed out at 18mph and never left 1
st
 

gear! She had obviously heard the 30
th
's reputation, as she was leaving before the 

Cubs arrived and jetting off to Mexico! After our TWO HOUR wait (Thanks 

Dinger...), Cubs began to arrive followed eventually by a weary looking Akela. 

Most looked like they had packed for at least a week! Leaving Gareth and myself 

feeling somewhat underwhelmed by our small overnight bags. 

 

After we were sure that we had everyone we began to head towards our campsite 

for the night. Although the campsite was only about a mile from the main car park, 

the Cubs found plenty of time to complain about the distance they had to walk. I 

know that David is known in the District to be somewhat of a slave-driver, but the 

walk wasn't really that hard! The first order of business was to begin building their 

shelters. My apologies... The first order of business was for the Cubs to begin 

unpacking their sweets, THEN, begin building their shelters. Richard was a 

particular help at this point, showing the Cubs the best way to collect and place 

ferns, as well as building the superstructure. Well, not that they listened anyway! 

For some reason, David disappeared as all of the hard work of building the shelters 

began..... 

 

After the shelters were built Richard led us on a walk through the “walking dead” 

swamp and up to the Natural Play Area, but not before stopping at the bathroom 

now that the Cubs had finished their inordinately massive bottles of Pepsi! The 

Natural Play Area is made entirely of wood cut down from the area, and features 

different balancing paths, see-saws, and even a den building area! I'm still not 

convinced that the Cubs had as much fun as Gareth and I did on the see-saw! 

I parted ways with our Cubs to cut back to the campsite and light the fire in 

preparation for dinner. However, I wasn't expecting them to be walking for 

another hour, so the fire I had lit 20 minutes after arriving was on its last legs 

when they finally arrived, especially since David neglected to answer any phone 

calls (no change there then!). 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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After shoving the Cubs full of cake and biscuits (this operates as a temporary off-

switch for the complaining!), we eventually cooked some sausages to a, somewhat 

edible standard... They looked much better if you kept torches away from them! 

 

After getting the Cubs bedded down for the night, we realised that since we had 

spent so much time helping the Cubs build their shelters we neglected to build one 

for the Leaders... So it was a night under the stars for us. We arose to the early 

light and the unmistakable dawn chorus of hungry Cubs. In contrast to the 

previous night, the fire on the Saturday morning was so hot you could barely get 

near it to cook. It is still my firm belief that Dinger was auditioning for some new 

Scout version of Blue Peter as he pointed to a piece of food on the fire saying the 

now infamous line: “Here's one I burnt earlier”! For those of you who are new to 

David's cooking, or haven't already guessed, the Cubs were feasting on his famous 

French Toast and bacon. I use the word 'feasting' for the Cubs, but I would not 

extend that to the Leaders. We were more like vultures trying to pick up scraps of 

anything the Cubs hadn't devoured. Quite frankly, I'm surprised they had room to 

eat after all the sweets they had shoved into themselves the night before! 

 

Finally it was time to bring the Cubs back over to the main car park, which whilst 

was only a mile, they complained about all the stuff they had brought and were 

carrying back! Whilst we waited for the relief column of parents to arrive, we took 

the Cubs round the back of the house where Gareth and myself joined in the tree 

climbing. David, for some reason, opted not to participate... At one point the Cubs 

were all awfully embarrassed as a group of girls were playing football and were 

considerably better than them! After the last Cub had been collected, I collapsed 

into the passenger seat of Gareth's car for the ride home, only to remember that I 

had lots planned to do the rest of the day! An hour a week...... If I get my hands on 

whoever said that! 

 

Carlos, ACSL 30th  
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Don’t forget to send the Editor a postcard or report on your Pack,  

        Troop or Unit summer camp for the next issue. Happy holidays!! 

 

     

                    

                              Events in July and August 

 

                   
           

     

 
 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  

 

  not later than  28
th 

August for the September issue please! 

 
 
 

  The Editor is on holiday!!                   

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

