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           Scouting East             

The Journal of East Belfast Scouting  
 

No. 401            MAY 2019  
 

      From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Hello everyone, and welcome to the slightly delayed May edition of 

Scouting East. (As many of you will be aware, my Dad passed away on 25
th
 May 

after a long illness.  On a personal note I would like to thank all of my friends in 

East for their support and condolences at this difficult time, which were very 

thoughtful and very much appreciated). I hope to prepare another newssheet 

towards the end of June before we break for the summer. 

  

It is great to be able to report the District’s success in the recent County Flag 

competitions. East was represented by 7
th

, 27
th
 and 30

th
 Troops at the Scout County 

Flag from 10
th

-12
th
 May at Crawfordsburn. 7

th
 Troop won the County Flag, with 

27
th
 Troop runners-up.  7

th
 also won the Camping Standards Trophy and Rotary 

Ambulance Competition. The Cub Scout County Flag was held at Ardnavalley on 

25
th
 May and this time East was represented by teams from 4

th
, 7

th
, 9

th
, 30

th
 and 

33
rd

 Packs.  4
th
 and 30

th
 ended in an exact tie for top spot and will jointly share the 

Flag, for only the second time in the history of the competition. 30
th
 Pack also won 

the Anne Jackson Cooking Shield, with an Italian-themed menu. 

 

As always I am very keen to obtain photographs and reports for the 

newssheet, and hope that this will not only continue to serve our current 

membership but also provide a useful historical record of activities and 

personalities in the District which can be archived for years to come. It is several 

years since we last had a District website. Alongside the newssheet, several people 

have also suggested to me developing a District Facebook page and this is 

something I am keen to explore further and seek thoughts of those within the 

District. With this in mind, I have asked our District Youth Commissioner, 

Jonathan, to draft a template Facebook page and proposals for further discussion at 

our next District Executive and Scouters’ Meetings in the autumn. 

 

 

Best wishes, David 
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   From the District Commissioner   
 

Hello everyone, 

 

Firstly thank you to everyone who supported the AGM earlier this month and to 

10
th
 for hosting and 27

th
 for providing supper. I would especially like to thank 

James for stepping up for me and holding the fort during my absence earlier this 

year, and particularly for delivering the DC’s report at the AGM on my behalf. As 

many of you will know, James had already signalled his wish to step back from 

District duties, having served as ADC (Cub Scouts) for many years and I would 

like to thank James for his dedicated service to the District in that role, and 

particularly his work over recent months. I am slowly easing back into my 

position, and have asked David to become my Deputy to support me in my role as 

DC as we plan for the year ahead. As you may be aware, these last few months 

have also been difficult for David too, as his Dad passed away recently after a long 

illness, and I would like to extend our deepest sympathy on behalf of the District. 

 

We hope to announce further appointments to the District Team during the 

summer.  In the interim, David has been in contact with the Cub Leaders with 

provisional dates for activities for the Cub Section for the first half of the year. We 

have also received a list of Leaders coming up for ACCESSNI renewal during the 

summer and it is important that you give this your urgent attention as we had a 

number of Leader appointments suspended recently because ACCESSNI had 

lapsed.  As we enter the peak camping session, please also remember to forward 

Nights Away paperwork to Alan, and for those of you venturing abroad, Visits 

Abroad paperwork should also be completed and forwarded to me before sending 

on to the County Commissioner. 

 

It is great to end on a positive note- well done to the teams and Leaders from 7
th
 

Troop and 4
th

 and 30
th

 Packs on bringing both County Flags back to East! I am 

also delighted to finally be able to announce a number of belated St George’s Day 

Awards with a total of five Silver Acorns awarded in the District: 

 

Stephen Anderson 73
rd

, Deirdre Kissock 27
th

, Gareth McAuley 4
th

, Des Grant 

and Maureen Kirk 7
th

 – well done all!! 

 

Some Awards for Merit and Chief Scout’s Commendations are also in the pipeline 

and I will announce these and arrange presentation in due course. 

Best wishes, Betty 
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The Scout County Flag was a weekend camping competition held at 

Crawfordsburn from 10
th
-12

th
 May and attended by 7

th
, 27

th
 and 30

th
 from East.  In 

addition to constructing their own campsite and kitchen, each team took part in a 

series of challenges over the weekend including axemanship and pioneering.  The 

Communications Trophy this year was awarded for sign language skills while the 

Rotary Ambulance saw a return of those hapless workmen – Hoskins and Toland- 

as casualties. This year Simon had electrocuted himself with a lawnmower, 

managing to amputate David’s thumb in the process. Well done to 7
th
 Troop for 

some impressive first aid skills, only just bettered by the two teams of Cub 

Leaders who also took part during their woodbadge residential training, who had 

the added advantage of two nurses and a St John Ambulance volunteer in their 

ranks. The Cooking Competition was set by East’s resident chef, Eddie McKee, 

with each team providing their own unique take on Beef Stroganoff and Rice, with 

their own choice of starter and dessert – 7
th

’s Aero and Oreo Cheesecake was 

delicious and demand soon outstripped supply! Many thanks to ACC Simon and 

his team for a great weekend and well done to 7
th

 Troop who lifted the Flag. 

 
 

 
 

The Cub Scout County Flag was held at Ardnavalley on Saturday 25
th
 May with 

11 teams in total taking part, including 4
th
, 7

th
, 9

th
, 30

th
 and 33

rd
 from East. Bases 

included knot tying, fire lighting, map and compass, blindfold trail and first aid as 

well as a number of challenges, including minefield and human alphabet. A 

highlight was the lunchtime Anne Jackson Cooking Competition, with each team 

choosing their own menu and ingredients to cook from scratch on the campfire.  

30
th
 Pack’s winning entry was an Italian themed restaurant, Woggilini’s, with 

Mafia-style waiters serving hearty Italian vegetable soup, Chicken Carbonara and 

Gilnamisu (non-alcoholic variation of Tiramisu) – the menu ominously advised 

patrons to tip generously to avoid ‘sleeping with the fishies’.  An exciting climax 

to the main competition saw an exact tie for 1
st
 Place between teams from 4

th
 and 

30
th
 Packs- only the second time in the history of the competition that the Flag has 

been awarded jointly. Well done both, and thanks to CC Stephen Mallet and his 

team for organising this year’s Flag.  A special mention also to incoming ACC 

David Kelly 115
th

, who kept the Cubs (and of course some parents and Leaders) 

entertained with an impromptu dancethon as the scores were tallied! (we are all 

wondering who he inherited those dance moves from Janet??) 

 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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7
th

 Cub Scout Camping Trip 2019 – Slievenaman Schoolhouse 
 

On the 26
th
 of April I went on my first ever Cub Scout camping trip. I had a list of 

things to pack and I put them all into my backpack. I travelled to Slievenaman 

School House with my friend Poppy in Kyle’s car. When we arrived at the old 

schoolhouse we saw where we were going to sleep for the first night. We 

unpacked all our things and put our sleeping bags on top of our mats. Then we 

went for a night walk with our torches, wearing hi vis vests with all the leaders. 

On the first evening we stayed up until midnight! My mum arrived at 11pm after 

her friend’s birthday party. 

 

The next morning we woke up at 8am and James made us 

a yummy breakfast of cooked sausages and bacon, after a big bowl of coco pops, 

yum! After we had to wash our own dishes because if we didn’t we would be 

eating off dirty plates the next time. We were divided into 2 groups. The leader 

Jonny taught us how to start a fire and he told us what type of wood to use. We 

learned that hand sanitizer makes a fire start very quickly. We also played lots of 

games, such as building paper towers to see who could make the biggest one, and 

also find the path to safety across mats that were sometimes bombs. Next it was 

time to make lunch. Jonny helped to build a fire to cook chilli and rice potatoes. 

We learned how to peel potatoes and chop onions for our lunch. We had potatoes 

and chilli for our lunch. We had to wash our plates again after lunch. 

After lunch we learned how to put up a tent, because we 

were going to be sleeping in a tent that night. Everyone helped to build the tents. 

We made a massive tent for the boys and Poppy and I had our very own tent. Then 

we did a jigsaw of the map of Ireland. After that we played diffuse the bomb game 

as a team. For dinner James cooked everyone hamburgers and noodles. After 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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dinner we played outside with the leaders and they stole Poppy’s mermaid hat! We 

collected sticks for the campfire to roast marshmallows. We roasted 2 each and 

made them into smores with chocolate biscuits. After that we all sang funny 

campfire songs. James and I were the only 2 kids to sleep in the tents! 

 

In the morning me, James and Poppy 

went for a walk to collect reeds with my mum to make the reed crosses. When we 

got back we started to make lunch. Lunch was spud eggs, which we had to make 

ourselves. We cut the top off the potato and put in an egg to cook on the campfire. 

We also made dessert from a banana with chocolate buttons inside to cook on the 

campfire. This was called back woods cooking. We played more games outside 

while lunch was cooking. We also cooked fish on the campfire, and I tried seabass 

and cod. 

 

We found a very interesting book that had the history of the 10
th
 Group, and we 

saw lots of photos of my granny Olive, and my daddy and my uncle Roy. 

 

I really loved Cub Camp, and I am very excited for the next one. 
 

Erin Dobson 
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       News from 30
th

 Pack     
 

During the Easter holidays, some of 30
th
 Cubs had the opportunity to help David 

Duncan, Cooper Hill Farm, Dundonald to build a show jumping course for dogs 

practising for the World Championships in Holland in May.  The Cubs had great 

fun building the ramps and jumps, trying out the course themselves and then 

resetting things later whenever the overly excitable competing dogs had knocked 

over an obstacle, incurring a time penalty.  Several of the Cubs were able to take 

turns too as time-keepers. A new and very enjoyable activity. 
 

 During May we also held our annual Easter egg mini hunt, with 

Clues distributed around the local area, including 2 cheekily placed in the grounds 

of our neighbours, 27
th

. We also held our trangia cooking competition, another 

activity which has become a popular annual event.  The Sixes use street maps and 

solve clues or complete challenges to gather equipment and ingredients around the 

local neighbourhood, before dashing back to the hall to cook – this year’s 

challenge was to serve up the best Ulster Fry and mug of tea. 

Some of the boys also participated in one of the WEE orienteering 

competitions held on Wednesday evenings at Ormeau Park- with one team 

finishing in an impressive 6
th
 place in this public competition against some very 

experienced competitors- contrast this with Akela and Carlos who somehow 

managed to loose first the Cubs running ahead of them then their own sense of 

direction too! 

The Pack also finished off work on the Air Activities badge 

with a visit to the Ulster Aviation Museum.  Many thanks to all of our guides, 

including Richard Beckwith 24
th
 GSL, for a very informative and enjoyable 

evening. The Cubs delighted in clambering on-board the various planes although 

Akela, with his legendary fear of flying, was slightly startled and began 

hyperventilating when he noticed the wires dangling down from the ceiling of the 

Shorts 330 in the hanger!!  

David, CSL 30th  

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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I was given the card above by a member of the congregation of Gilnahirk 

Presbyterian. It is thought to relate to a Scout Group based at Harland and Wolff 

Shipyard, predating the current 33
rd

 Troop, registered in 1934.   If anyone has any 

knowledge of the original 33
rd

 Troop in 1910s and 1920s please let me know. 
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       Events in June    

 
3

rd
  Belfast County AGM 

  Venue: Ardnavalley Scout Centre 

  Contact: Stephen Mallett CC 

 

4
th
  East Belfast District First Response Refresher Course 

  Venue: Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church 

  Contact: David Bell, First Response Trainer   

 

8
th
  NI Cub Scout Outdoor Five-a-side Football Finals 

  Venue: Mid-Ulster Arena, Cookstown 

  Contact: Stephen Mallett, CC 
           

     

 
 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  
 

Not later than 14
th

 June for the June issue please! 

 

 

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

