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September – Monkey Festival – Shinto 
In Japan during the Chinese zodiac year of the monkey many special festivals are 

held but monkeys are also celebrated at other times and in many places!   

Japanese macaques live all over Japan, in the snow-covered mountains of Honshu they 

are known as ‘snow monkeys’.  Over the years they have adapted to these harsh 

regions and warm up by sitting in hot water springs!  They have also been known to 

roll snowballs! 

The Japanese macaque is very intelligent, it is the only other animal besides humans 

known to wash its food before eating it! 

These monkeys have always been important in Japanese religion, folklore and art. 

Throughout Japan Shinto shrines are decorated with images of monkeys.  They were 

believed to be messengers to the gods and kept the God of Lightning company. 

Shinto is an ancient religion of Japan, it means ‘the way of the gods’ and there are 

millions of different gods known as ‘kami’. 
 

The image of the ‘three wise monkeys – see no evil, hear no evil, speak no evil’ is 

believed to come from a 17th Century Japanese carving illustrating Confucius’ code of 

conduct.  In the Japanese language the proverb reads – ‘mizaru, kikazuru, iwazuru’, - 

which literally means, ‘don’t see, don’t hear, don’t speak’.  The pronunciation of ‘zaru’ is 

similar to ‘monkey’ and thus the three monkeys were born and named Mizaru, Kikazuru 

and Iwazuru.  Sometimes there is a fourth monkey, Shizaru, ‘do no evil’ and is shown 

crossing his arms! 
 

Perhaps the three (or four) monkeys might give the Beaver Scouts some ideas for 

creating their own Code of Conduct.  They might like to design a poster along the 

lines of the monkeys below but using beaver animals or Beaver Scouts!  Maybe the 

Colony could create the poses and be photographed to make some poignant posters to 

display around the meeting place and be a reminder of good behaviour! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


