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SEPTEMBER 
Monkey around with amazing animal antics! 
 

How did the monkey make toasted cheese?  It put it under the gorilla!!!! 
Monkeys usually live in family groups or troops and spend most of their day foraging 

for food, eating and sleeping!  Chimpanzees eat fruit, berries, seeds, leaves, insects, 

honey and birds eggs.  They are also skilled and deadly predators and hunt, kill and 

eat lizards, bush pigs and other monkeys!  Chimps have hands like ours with 4 fingers 

and a short thumb, this means they can grasp and hold things.  They are very 

intelligent and use tools to help them get their food.  They use: 

 sticks to dig out insects, like termites from termite mounds 

 stones and rocks like a hammer to crack open hard-shelled nuts 

 long branches to pull down branches of ripe fruit 

 leaves to make sponges, they chew the leaves to make them soft and then use 

them to soak up water to drink 

 

In The Zoo, Belfast, it costs around £300 per week to feed the Chimpanzees with 

lots of fresh fruit and veg! 

What’s a monkey’s favourite fruit?  Gra-apes!!!!  Or maybe they prefer bananas! 

What is made from two banana skins?  A pair of slippers!!!! 
 

Play some feeding-time fruity fun games! 

Who’s the Zoo Keeper? Equipment: 3 plastic or cardboard bananas  

o Choose 3 Beavers to be Zoo keepers and give each a banana 

o The remainder of the Colony are very hungry monkeys!  Sitting in a circle on 
the floor, they make monkey noises, raise one arm and close their eyes 

o Choose only one Zoo keeper to give a monkey a banana! 
o Then the 3 Zoo keepers place their hands behind their backs, the ‘monkeys’ 

open their eyes and the one holding the banana has to guess which Zoo keeper 
‘fed them’!  The ‘monkey’ can only guess once, if correct the monkey and Zoo 
keeper change places.  If wrong – play again or change all the Zoo keepers each 
time. 

 
Feeding Time Equipment: small cards with picture of a fruit or vegetable 

on them – banana, apple, carrot, cabbage 

o Choose a number of Beavers to be Zoo keepers – select number depending on 
the size of the Colony, 2 for a small Colony, as many as 6 for a very large one.  
Give each Zoo keeper a picture card – they must not let the ‘monkeys’ see it. 

o The remainder of the Colony are hungry monkeys and it is feeding time!  
o A Leader calls out one of the fruit or veg. and the ‘monkeys’ must run to find 

out which Zoo keeper has it.  The first ‘monkey’ to find it races with the Zoo 
keeper to the Leader.  The ‘monkey’ and the Zoo keeper then swap places. 

o Swap round the food items each time! 
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Monkey Maze Equipment: pile of cardboard bananas or 1 banana and a 

score sheet 

o Place a pile of ‘bananas’ in the middle of one end of the hall.  Or use 1 banana 
and keep a score sheet 

o Divide the Colony into 2 teams and number them off.  Each team sits in a 
straight line at the other end of the hall, facing away from the bananas.  
Members with the same number sit opposite each other on the floor about 1 
metre apart 

o On the word ‘banana’, the first member of each team turns into a ‘monkey’ and 
must make their way down the hall to get a banana but the Beavers sitting 
opposite each other suddenly become a ‘monkey maze’!   Working in pairs, they 
use their bodies to create arches, tunnels and obstacles by joining hands, feet, 
backs and sides!  The 2 ‘monkeys’ must climb over, under or through the maze 
to be the first to get a banana! 

o If the Colony is small or odd number use individual monkeys and use a kitchen 
timer to try and beat the clock getting through the ‘monkey maze’ to a banana!! 

 
Have a go at this activity which calls for concentration and memory skills! 

Primate Pals   Equipment: selection of pictures of famous Primates 

o Divide the Colony into small groups and sit in a circle formation 
o Each Beaver chooses a picture of a famous monkey from the selection, in turn 

they show it to the rest of the group and then keep it hidden 
o Choose a Beaver to start the game, they say, ‘I wish for …. (name of famous 

Primate, eg. King Kong) from …. (name of Beaver Scout).  If that Beaver has it 
they give their card to the ‘wisher’.  Continue around the circle until everyone 
has their Primate pal! 

o Famous Primates might include monkeys and apes from films, cartoons and TV.  
This game would provide an opportunity to chat about these characters and the 
type of Primate they are and the way they are drawn or represented.  The 
Beavers might like to create their own Primate Pal – giving it special 
characteristics, a name and perhaps a costume or amazing powers!  They could 
think how it would speak and maybe invent a new Primate language for it! 

 King Kong – Gorilla 
 Space Chimps - Chimpanzees  
 Rafiki from The Lion King – Mandrill 
 King Louie from The Jungle Book – Orang-utan 
 Mort from Madagascar – Mouse Lemur 
 King Julien from Madagascar – Ring-tailed Lemur 
 Jack, Barbossa’s pet monkey from Pirates of the Caribbean - Capuchin 
 Curious George  
 ZingZillas  
 Boots from Dora the Explorer 
 Abu from Aladdin 
 Monkey from PG Tips tea advert 
 Monkey from the Monkey Puzzle story illustrated by Axel Scheffler 



                       NIBS Bite-size 

                       www.scoutsni.com                                         © Northern Ireland Beaver Scouts 2011 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

   

 
Why not use different combinations of pictures to make lotto boards and play in 

Lodges or small groups!  The Leader has a master set to select from and the Beavers 

in each group can take turns to cover or mark off the pictures if they have them on 

their board! 


