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From the Editor

Hello everyone,
| trust that you all enjoyed the summer break and are geared up and ready to throw
yourselves back into another Scouting year? My own travels took me to the
Channel Islands in July, and | had an opportunity along the way to take a boat
from Poole Harbour and spend a day exploring Brownsea Island. Now owned by
the National Trust and largely a nature reserve, the island was home to the first
Scout Camp and a site of pilgrimage for Scouts and Guides the world over; there
were quite a few campers onsite when I visited and | was made warmly welcome
by the Active Support members staffing the shop/café. Despite the gale force
winds and the electricity power cut, | also made it across in August to Loose for
William and Nicky’s Wedding and on to the Harry Potter-themed Reception at
Penshurst Manor later. Unfortunately William and Nicky succumbed to a bug and
were not well enough to travel to Belfast for a further celebration planned at
Belfast Castle but they are now recuperating on honeymoon in Greece; best wishes
for the future to our former DC /ACC and his new wife from all in East District.

As we start back, September is a good time to check all of the admin is in
order- accessni clearance has been updated where needed and Charity Commission
returns completed. First Response and Safeguarding refresher training will be held
at District level in the next few weeks and Woodbadge training days will be taking
place at Crawfordsburn in October and November- please let me know if you
would like further information about how to book your place. Don’t forget too that
some Leaders still need to complete the mandatory GDPR e-training and forward
your certificates to me for recording on Compass. If you have any queries about
the accuracy of the Compass records please let me know and | will do my best to
help. Our District Youth Commissioner, Jonathan, has also been working on a
District Facebook page during the summer and we hope to say more about this at
our next Scouters’ Meeting. Some events and competitions are already in the
pipeline for the Sections and further information about these will follow.

Best wishes for an action packed and fulfilling year providing the very best
that Scouting can offer and please do remember to keep sending in news and

reports for inclusion in the newssheet, many thanks, David



From the District Commissioner

Hello everyone,

Welcome back to another year of Scouting in the District. | hope that you all had
an opportunity for some holiday time during the summer and are coming back
relaxed and refreshed. I’ve heard some fantastic reports about some of the camps
held during the summer and look forward to learning more about these.

Dates have been confirmed for various meetings in the weeks ahead and hopefully
this can be a springboard for another full and exciting year. There will be a
County Team meeting on 11" September, and | have called a GSLs’ meeting for
16™ September, with the District Executive meeting on the following Monday 23".
(or 30" — thc). Our first District Scouters’ Meeting has been arranged for Monday
14™ October. | am keen that we rotate these meetings around the District for the
incoming year to encourage networking across the District — 73" have kindly
agreed to host us at St Donard’s Bloomfield at 7.45pm. | have also been putting
together a new District Team and approaches have already been made to a number
of Leaders. | hope to have confirmation and put the final touches to the Team in
the next few weeks and to announce the full list of ADC appointments and District
reps on the County Subcommittees at our Scouters’” Meeting. One appointment
that | am very pleased to announce now is that of Carlos Barr as County Youth
Commissioner, working alongside the CC Stephen Mallett and the County Team,
together with the District Youth Commissioners and Scout Network members
across the County. | am delighted that a Leader from East has accepted this role
and would ask that you will all get behind Carlos and give him our best support.

Ann Anderson has indicated to me that she would like to retire from the District
Appointments Secretary position in the incoming year. | would like to thank Ann
for all the work she has faithfully undertaken in this role alongside her many other
commitments to Scouting through the years. Ann will of course be continuing as
our District President. | have approached someone about taking over the
Appointments Secretary role and hope to announce this shortly together with the
schedule for the next appointments interviews. If you have any new Leaders
requiring interview please let me know.

I’d like to get out and about amongst the Groups this autumn, and plan to start
visiting the various Sections on their meeting nights in the months ahead.

Best wishes, Betty



William and Nicky Ashenhurst at their Wedding Reception at
Penshurt Place on Saturday 10" August. Congratulations from all in East District.




cu bs Forthcoming District Events

It is hoped to have a new ADC(s) for the Cub Section together with a new District
representative on the County Sub-Committee in place soon. In the interim, some
initial planning is underway for a number of annual events:
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e The District Chess and Draughts competition will be held on Thursday 10"
October (venue to be confirmed- Stormont Presbyterian no longer available)

e The District Cub Scout Unihoc competition will be held on Wednesday 13"
November hosted by 4™ Pack at Knock Presbyterian.

e The District heat of the Cub Scout Quiz will he held on Monday 3"
February hosted by 30" Pack at Gilnahirk Presbyterian.

Further details and entry forms will be emailed to Cub Leaders in the District once
available.

It is still hoped that a District Cub Scout Cross-country Race can be arranged this
year. Most CSLs were supportive but opinion was divided between a Saturday
afternoon or week-day evening, and choice of venue. With the shorter nights of
autumn approaching, it might have to be a Saturday afternoon or else delay until
next spring. Please can Cub Leaders let me know their thoughts on arranging an
event on Saturday afternoon in October, or delaying until the spring?

I’d also be keen for thoughts on alternative competitions for the future- triathlon,

dodgeball, Quidditch, photography....??? Also badge courses that could be
organised at District level for the Cub Section.... Swimming, scientist, DIY...?

Many thanks, David


http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/

cu bs 27" Pack Holiday in Portstewart

As everyone else was getting all excited about the Open the 27" Cubs joined
forces with 78" Belfast and headed off to Portstewart.

Day 2 we headed off to the Giants Causeway and having examined maps as part of
Navigator badge on the way hiked along the cliff tops counted the steps and
having played a tune at the organ headed down for a wish at the Giants Causeway.
Later that day we then headed on down to the RNLI station to hear about both the
inshore and main lifeboat and tried on some of their costumes. We also learned
about water safety at sea. Most important for Cubs soon to be Sea Scouts!

Day 3 saw us heading out to the Environmental Centre in Portrush
and we have discerned the secret to keeping Cubs absolutely silent and still — here
they are watching to see a very large lobster out from under a rock. Their patience
was well rewarded. The afternoon saw us taking to the beach for surfing and
having had our Baywatch moment we took to the seas where most managed to
stand up even if only for a few seconds.

—~—~— Day 4 saw us taking a trip to Rathlin Island.
While waiting to board the bus the Cubs decided to ponder the greater things in
life at the harbour. Yes we did see puffins (and other birds) at the lighthouse and in
the afternoon hiked to the south of the island where we found many skylarks.

What’s a trip to Portstewart without a trip to Morelli’s which rounded off the last
evening at camp before we had a campfire that evening much to the delight of our
neighbours who joined in from their balconies.

On the last day we went to the beach in Portrush and undertook the Athletes’
badge, before heading home.

Antonia, CSL 27" Pack.


http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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cu bs 30" Belfast Pack Holiday on Isle of Man

Early on the morning of 31% July, bleary eyed Cubs, Scouts, Explorers and
Leaders assembled at Gilnahirk and made our way to the Steam Packet Ferry
terminal. Planning to unleash a party of 48 on Isle of Man requires military
precision but once David and Davy (Mainwaring and Wilson!) had finally
negotiated the check-in desk, we were on our way, complete with the
complimentary goodie bags provided by the Steam Packet Company, thanks to
Lewis’s Dad, who just happens to be the local Harbour Master. Dosed with anti-
seasickness medication, we braved our crossing, arriving in Douglas at lunchtime.

The afternoon was spent settling into Ardwallan Activity Centre and
completing the ropes course and archery while some of the Leaders struggled to
locate the local Tesco’s and fill four large trollies with our shopping order for the
week. One lady was so engrossed listening to our amusing debate about how much
chicken we needed to buy per Cub that she accidently crashed her own trolley into
the shelves! After dinner, we ventured into Peel for a Ghost Tour as we walked in
the dusk around the back alleys towards Peel Castle with our tour guide - lots of
scary tales to ensure there was no sleep and help the Cubs to achieve their goal of
completing an ‘all-nighter’ on their first night at camp without needing to consume
their entire weekly quota of sugar and E-numbers in one go!

¥/

| We were up and out early the next morning and soon ‘hanging
around’ at Ape Mann Adventure Park, tackling the high ropes and zip wires. At
one stage, there was some particularly high-pitched screaming from Bagherra as
he flew passed us, tongue hanging out and arms flailing, but in fairness his harness
did seem a little tight. Meanwhile Scout Leader, Stevie, was determined to take on
all challengers in the tree climbing stakes and be first every time to scramble up
that tree and ring that bell at the top. Our CC would be impressed by his safety-
conscious approach and thorough risk assessment for each activity though- as you
can see from the photos, Stevie even donned a harness and hard hat to make a cup
of coffee!! From there, we hit the coast at Port Erin and after packed lunch on the
beach, the Cubs and Scouts together with Akela and Bagherra enjoyed an
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afternoon on the water, kayaking and paddle-boarding. In between their best Jaws
performances- sneaking up behind the Cubs and upending their boards and
kayaks- the Scouts commandeered the giant paddleboard and took great delight in
repelling any Cub (and the odd Cub Leader too) who attempted to clamber aboard.
Meanwhile the Scout Leaders topped up their tans and scoffed ice cream.

A much anticipated 30" tradition at summer
camp is of course the annual wide game/incident hike. The working storyline for
Thursday night’s entertainment was that invading Vikings (Davy, Simon and the
Explorer Scouts) were ransacking monasteries and stealing treasure. The Cubs as
peasants had to escort some members of the clergy with their valuables to the
safety of a local abbey where the Abbot (Stephen) would meet them and reward
them (with a Haribo treasure chest). Carlos soon renamed the game ‘Nuns on the
Run’ with some justification since Alison, Alison and Rachel were observed
suitably attired fleeing down country lanes surrounded by an ring of steel (Cubs)
and pursued by Vikings with water pistols and super-soakers determined to stop
and search them, as they tried to make contact with the Abbot and to seek
sanctuary in St Luke’s Church. We did not however expect Brother Carlos to
emerge from inside the church to ‘greet us’ on our arrival nor to find that the
Church marked on our map was still in use!

On Friday, the Cubs headed to Curragh’s Wildlife
Park, while the Scouts spent the morning deep sea fishing in Port St Mary (a fairly
successful venture judging by how much fish we had to cook on the BBQ later).
We spent a fascinating morning at the Wildlife Park in blazing sunshine, gazing
keenly into all of the enclosures at the inhabitants although given the layout of the
park, at times we could be forgiven for doubting who was on which side of the
barriers and who exactly was observing whom? A particular highlight was
watching the consumption of a recently dispatched whole rat. A warning sign that
some animals may wander freely in one section of the park also seemed justified
when the Leaders came across several dozen Cubs jumping on a bouncy pillow!!
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From there, we headed to Laxey for a tour of the Old Mine and then
to climb the steps to the top of the Lady Isabella Wheel which inexplicably had
stopped working just as the Cubs arrived! We all clambered aboard a Snaefell
Mountain Railway carriage. We had hoped to hike back down at least part way to
Bungalow, but already running late we decided on just a brief stop at the summit
and then to squeeze onto the last train departing for the day back down to Laxey.

On Saturday, the Cubs visited Castletown, stopping on
the way at the Military and Aviation Museum to learn more about the role of the
Isle of Man in both World Wars. In Castletown, we started with a tour of Castle
Rushen: particular highlights were the stocks and also dressing up in the
banqueting hall, which AGSL Davy especially enjoyed! After this we embarked
on our inter-six treasure hunt. This year’s tasks included getting a mention on
Manx radio, smoking a Kipper, obtaining a paw print of a Manx cat, posing beside
a painting in an art gallery, and having a Leader’s hair restyled in a local
hairdresser’s, all the time trying to avoid being spotted by spies (Davy and David)
which was especially difficult when the said spies just happened to have your
pocket money for safekeeping which you desperately wanted to spend! Inevitably
competition was as keen as ever, with Bagherra determined that his team would
win and all the other teams (and the independent judges) equally determined that
he wouldn’t. Meanwhile, the Scouts together with Stevie and Simon spent the
afternoon dangling over a cliff near Maughold, having booked a sea-cliff abseil
session with the Venture Centre.

On Sunday, we were joined once more by the Explorers who had
spent the last two days completing a practice expedition on the island for their
Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award. Everyone boarded the minibuses and headed to
the Venture Centre. Unfortunately the island was in near lockdown for a cycling
event and we found many of the roads blocked and diversions in place. At one
point one of the minibuses even got stuck in a ditch and we had to bail out and get









our backs into pushing the bus out again. Eventually we arrived, and following a
quick change into wetsuits we found ourselves in the icy cold river at Ballaglass
Glen for an invigorating morning of gorge scrambling. After lunch it was on to
Mooragh Park, Ramsey. We divided into two Cub teams and a Scout team and
started building rafts. The task was to race out to a marker in the centre of the lake,
collect a lifejacket, paddle back and dismantle the raft. Once on the water, the
Scout raft soon fell apart, and the Scouts set about instead trying to sabotage the
two Cub teams, captained by Akela and Bagherra. Bagherra’s team at that point
was in the lead, so strategically most Scouts headed in that direction. Akela
meanwhile was having difficulty getting his crew to master synchronised paddling,
indeed to paddle at all! Eventually he resorted to ‘human rudder’ swimming along
at the back, and without his glasses on, pushing/steering the raft in the right
general direction. Too late, the Scouts realised that Akela’s team were now in the
lead and making a beeline back to the jetty. They abandoned Bagherra’s raft in
pursuit of the rival team. At this point Bagherra came ashore halfway round the
lake and his team started to run back along the path with their raft. Akela
collapsed exhausted on the jetty handing command to Carlos (who had remained
on dry land throughout) to get the raft dismantled at any cost and not let
Bagherra’s team win. An order Carlos followed faithfully to the letter, bribing the
Explorers (who had already started to help Bagherra) that Akela would buy them
all pizza later. And so Akela’s team emerged the winners, Akela’s wallet £40
lighter, and 4™ August 2019 will always be commemorated from this day forward
as a famous victory. GOSH! WOW! On Sunday evening, we had a Cubs Own,
featuring a drama and talk on the life of Joseph, followed by a rousing campfire.
The arrival of heavy rain saw us reconvene inside a mountain hut, until we were
smoked out and returned to the activity centre where Akela and Rachel resorted to
experimenting with various microwave settings to make the perfect Smore.

Monday morning saw the Cubs again up bright and early for
a trip to Kirk Michael and another first, a visit to a working goat farm. The parable
of the Sheep and the Goats is well-known. The story of the Cubs and the Goats is
less familiar but at times Akela and the goat farmer Clare did find it almost
impossible to separate their respective flocks. Nor was the AGSL much help, as
Davy preoccupied himself with taking selfies with the goats to send back to
Donna! We were able to meet hundreds of goats in various fields and in the barn,
including many different breeds. A particular highlight was the chance to milk a
very cooperative goat that stood patiently as she was manhandled by multiple
Cubs and Leaders in quick succession until every last drop of milk had been
squeezed from her.









ﬁ In the afternoon, we met up again with the Scouts and Explorers

and descended on the Hot Rocks Climbing Wall in an industrial estate in Douglas.
An afternoon of climbing soon had everyone exhausted and chilling on the giant
scramble net dangling from the ceiling or reclining in the strategically placed
sofas. The final highlight of our Pack Holiday was a trip to the Stockcar racing at
Onchan on Monday evening and this did not disappoint, with lots of thrills and
spills and several spectacular crashes as the Cubs contentedly munched burgers
and cheered from the side-lines.
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During the week, we also packed in lots of outdoor

games, a Dutch Auction, midnight walk, swimming in the reservoir and a quiz.
Camp flew in and suddenly it was Tuesday and we were rudely awakened at 5am
for some final packing, a hasty breakfast before we boarded our transport to the
ferry. And it was a sense of deja-vu as Davy and David again got into lengthy
discussion with the staff at the check-in booth before we were eventually all let
board for our journey back to Belfast, this time via Dublin. Well done to Callum
Baird and Logan Campbell who were awarded the Audrey Beggs Cub and Scout
of the Camp Shields, and many thanks to those who helped out the regular team at
this year’s camp, Thomas’s Dad, James, and Rachel our Squirrel Leader. And of
course an obligatory word of thanks once more to our AGSL, Davy. Ardwhallan is
a fantastic venue conveniently located in the very centre of the island and we
would definitely hope to return in future years.

David, CSL 30t






Events in September

16" East Belfast District GSLs’ Meeting
Venue: Betty’s house at 8pm
Contact: Betty Robb, DC

17" East Belfast District First Response Refresher Course
Venue: Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church 7.15pm
Contact: David Bell, First Response Trainer

23" (or 30™) East Belfast District Executive Meeting
Venue: 10" HQ, McMordie Scout Hall
Contact: Colin Jeffries, District Secretary

%
News & Views, Letters & Comments, B
Reports & Announcements to the Editor:
David Bell

Email: d.bell@qub.ac.uk

Not later than 24" September for the October issue please!
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