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THEME: Greenery Day Japanese Style 
 

Outline 

This programme introduces Beaver Scouts to the special Japanese National holiday of Greenery Day – it is a 
day to think about nature and be thankful for the world around us.  The people of Japan love nature especially 
beautiful flowers like chrysanthemum and cherry blossom, and they brought the Japanese Crane back from the 
brink of extinction.  The whole programme could be run outdoors, perhaps in a local park under the trees!  This 
programme focuses on the culture of Japan and could include leaning something about the Scout Association of 
Japan – for further information visit www.scout.or.jp/english/html.  Add elements of the Country Code which 
teaches respect for the countryside, all who live in it and all who use it! 
There are opportunities to meet some of the requirements for the GLOBAL, FRIENDSHIP and OUTDOOR 
CHALLENGE and Creative Activity Badge. 
 
Programme zone: Global 
Time 
(mins) 

Activity Equipment 

5 Register, Opening Ceremony, Introduction  
10 GAME: Konnichiwa Game 

o Explain the words and actions to Colony.  Beavers run about and do 
the actions when Leader calls out different words 

o Konnichiwa – bow to say ‘hello’ 
o Sayonara – wave goodbye 
o Mochi-cakes – pretend to eat rice cakes 
o Green tea – pretend to drink green tea 
o Crane – symbol of good fortune – flap arms like wings 
o Sumo – popular Japanese wrestling – stand in Sumo stance! 

 

List of words/actions 

5 GAME: Crows and Cranes 
o Divide the Colony in two, name one half ‘crows’ the other ‘cranes’. 
o Spread the two teams across each end of the hall facing each other.  
o The Leader calls e.g. ‘crows – 4 paces’ and they move forward 4 

paces, then ‘cranes 2 paces’ and so on. The teams get closer together. 
o Then the Leader will call ‘cranes – catch!’ and the cranes run to 

catch the crows, who try to run back to their ‘nest’ – starting point. 
o Any Beavers caught join that team and the game starts again! 

 

None 

10 CRAFT: Paper Cherry Blossom Flowers 
o Make thin tubes of green paper and secure with sticky tape – stems. 
o Wrap the pink tissue strip round one end of the green tubes and fan 

out to make a flower shape.  Secure with sticky tape. 
o Cut out leaf shapes and attach to the ‘stem’.  
o Make several blossoms for a bunch of cherry blossom! 
o Add a simple origami butterfly – fold a small square of paper in half, 

then in half again.  Open out the last fold and place the triangular 
piece of paper on the table.  Pinch the fold into a 0.5cms crease to 
form a narrow body.  Add antennae from small pieces of curling 
ribbon and decorate wings! 

 

Strips of pink tissue 
paper, green paper 
Sticky tape, scissors 
 
 
 
Small squares of 
coloured paper, 
scissors 
Curling ribbon, glue 
Art materials 
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10 GAME: Chopstick Challenge 

o Divide the Colony into teams and sit on the ground, one Beaver 
behind the other.  Give each Beaver a set of chopsticks. 

o Place a bowl of prawn crackers at the head of the team and an empty 
bowl at the back. 

o Beavers have to pass the prawn cracker down the line using the 
chopsticks.  When all crackers are in the end bowl they can be eaten. 

o Add a drink of green tea for a real flavour of Japan or maybe some 
instant Miso soup!! 

 

Chopsticks, bowls 
Prawn crackers 
Green tea, cups 

10 GAME: Oriental Ball 
o Colony stands in a circle with Leader who holds the ball. 
o The ball is quickly thrown at random about the circle.  When a 

Beaver catches the ball, the children on either side must raise the arm 
nearest to the child with the ball and hold it in the air until the ball is 
passed to another Beaver. 

o If a Beaver misses the ball or fails to raise the correct arm when their 
neighbour catches the ball, they sit down on the floor and so on! 

 

Large ball  

5 ACTIVITY: Japanese Scout Promise 
o Learn about Scouting in Japan  and read the Promises. 

Promise 

5 Closing, Home  
 
Other ideas: Beavers in Japan take part in similar activities to our Beaver Scouts, they are 
awarded a Beaver Badge and a Big Beaver Badge and they also have Leaf and Twig Awards.  
Japanese Scouts can gain badges for Japanese Fencing, Judo, Strawcraft and Sumo Wrestling!!  
Read the Japanese Cub and Scout Promises to the Beavers, these are similar to our Scout 
Promise, on which our own Beaver Scout Promise is based. 
 
 
 

Cub Scout Promise – JAPAN 
 
I promise to behave honestly and steadily, and to follow the Pack Laws. 
Pack Laws 
1 Cub Scouts obey 
2 Cub Scouts look after themselves 
3 Cub Scouts work together 
4 Cub Scouts help younger ones 
5 Cub Scouts do good deeds 
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Scout Promise – JAPAN 
 
On my honour, I promise I will do my best to do my duty to God/Buddha and the 
country, and to obey the Scout Laws, to help other people at all times, and to keep 
myself physically strong, mentally awake and morally straight. 
Scout Laws 
1 A Scout is faithful 
2 A Scout is friendly 
3 A Scout is courteous 
4 A Scout is kind 
5 A Scout is cheerful 
6 A Scout is thrifty 
7  A Scout is courageous 
8 A Scout is thankful 
 
 
 
 
Some Japanese words – Hai – yes Lie – no Arigatou – thank you Konnichiwa – hello 
Sayonara – good bye Dewa mata – see you later Genki desu ka – how are you? 
 

 

 

On Greenery Day in 1997, gatherings aimed at appreciating nature took place in 
Shinjuku Gyoen, a big park in the middle of Tokyo.  A Walkathon was held to get 
people to think about the natural environment, including how birds and animals and 
plants live, and about environmental problems like global warming and growing 
volumes of waste.  A lot of kids participated in this event; they spent the day 
exploring the park’s natural terrain while learning about the importance of looking 
after the natural environment around them. 
 


