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The word ‘Bard’ coming from medieval Celtic culture means a story teller, verse maker and
composer. This description has been applied to Shakespeare but Scotland also has its own

‘National Bard’, Robert Burns. Also known as Rabbie Burns he is remembered by Scots
around the world on 25th January each year. The celebrations, known as Burns Suppers were
first held in 1801 and in the 200+ years since new traditions have been added but the purpose

has always been to pay tribute to Scotland’s national poet.  

Facts about Robert Burns   

After Queen Victoria and Christopher Columbus, Robert Burns has more statues dedicated to
him around the world than any other non-religious figure.  

J.D. Salinger’s 1951 novel, 'The Catcher in the Rye' based its title on the Robert Burns poem,
'Comin’ Thro’ the Rye'. 

 
Although he is best known as a poet, Burns actually wrote and collected almost twice as

many songs than poems.  'Of Mice and Men' by John Steinbeck’s classic 1937 took its name
from a line in the Burns poem To a Mouse – “The best laid schemes o’ mice an men / Gang aft

agley”. 
 

When the new Scottish Parliament was opened in Edinburgh in 1999 Burn’s poem 'Is There
For Honest Poverty' (also known as 'A Man’s a Man for a’ That') was read at the ceremony due

to its themes of equality and universal brotherhood.  
The Guinness Book of World Records states that 'Auld Lang Syne' is recognised by as one of

the top three most popular songs in the entire English language. 
 

The world’s largest collection of Burns work is contained in Glasgow’s Mitchell Library,
including translations of his works in more than 30 languages.  

American President, Abraham Lincoln, admired the work of Robert Burns, with some
suggesting that the poet’s work influenced Lincoln during the American Civil War and

encouraged him to abolish slavery. 
 

The work of Robert Burns has been cited in films and TV programmes, including 'It’s a
Wonderful Life' (1946), 'When Harry Met Sally' (1989) and 'Forrest Gump' (1994).  

In 1815 Burns’ body was exhumed and relocated to a mausoleum in Dumfries. At this time a
plaster cast was made of his skull and it was found to be larger than the average man’s skull.  

The Linen Hall in Belfast has the largest Burns collection in the world outside Scotland, the
Gibson Collection amassed by Ayrshire-born Belfast businessman Andrew Gibson as well as
a collection of artefacts donated by Martha Burns Thomas, the poet’s great-granddaughter,
who grew up in Belfast, which includes volumes from Burns’ own library. It is well worth a

visit!
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BURNS' NIGHT MENU  

The centrepiece of a Burns' Supper menu is the famous haggis, or as the bard called
it, the 'great chieftain o' the puddin'-race'. Haggis can be bought in a local butcher,

deli or supermarket. The traditional accompaniment to the haggis is ‘neeps and
tatties’ or as turnip and potatoes. These are normally served mashed. The haggis

needs to be served piping hot. It can be cooked in the oven or in a pan or microwave.
A tasty alternative for non-meat eaters is the vegetarian haggis.  

For a starter, you might consider a home-made Scots Broth or Cock-a-leekie soup.  
To round off the Burns' Supper the desert could be some traditional Clootie

Dumpling or a creamy cranachan.  

BURNS' SUPPER MUSIC  

The haggis is traditionally piped in by bagpipes, but you can get downloads of
Robert Burns' songs and music which can also be used for dancing later on in the

evening's celebrations.  

A rousing chorus of 'Auld Lang Syne' at the end of the night is a must. Everyone
holding hands as a sign of friendship. Burns' Suppers can be given a contemporary

twist, so you might want to include more modern Scottish music or songs.  

BURNS' SUPPER POEMS AND TOASTS  

It is part of the tradition to recite the 'Selkirk Grace' and the 'Address to a Haggis'. 
Other speeches include a toast to the great man, known as the 'Immortal Memory',
the 'Address to the Lassies' and then 'The Reply from the Lassies'. The words for

these toasts can be found online.  

SELKIRK GRACE  

Some hae meat and canna eat, And some wad eat that want it, But we hae meat
and we can eat, Sae let the Lord be Thanket!  


