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resources.



Anne Acheson 1882 - 1962

Anne Acheson was an artist who also lent her talents to innovation in the world of
medicine. She started life as a member of a wealthy mill-owning family in

Portadown and went on to become a successful sculptor in London circles. Her
work included statuettes, portrait heads, and garden figurines.  While her early

works were sculpted from wood, her later sculptures were largely done in metal,
stone or concrete. 



When WW1 broke out, she volunteered in the Surgical Requisites Society and

through her work there she developed the first plaster casts for soldier's broken
limbs. This work earned her a CBE. Acheson exhibited at the Royal Academy and
internationally. Acheson received the Gleichen Memorial Award in 1938. She was

the first woman, in 1938, to be elected a fellow of the Royal British Society of
Sculptors. 



She retrained as a precision engineer during the Second World War to enable her to

carry out further voluntary work. She also worked for the Red Cross during the
conflict and the war she continued as an artist practicing in Northern Ireland. Anne’s
legacy includes many sculptures and porcelain figures, but perhaps most significant

of all is her contribution to modern medicine.



Frank McKelvey 1895 - 1974
Frances Baird McKelvey was a renowned portrait and rural landscape artist who
specialised in painting Ulster’s beautiful landscapes. He grew up as an ordinary

working-class boy in North Belfast, but his artistic talents and love for the scenery
of his native Ulster led to a successful career as an artist. Before entering the

Belfast School of Art, he was a poster designer with David Allen & Sons. McKelvey
won the Sir Charles Brett prize (1912) and the Fitzpatrick prize for figure drawing in

both 1914 and 1917.



He was regularly commissioned to paint important portraits and landscapes. One of
his most famous commissions was of the six US presidents with Ulster ancestry. 

 Frank McKelvey’s body of work demonstrates the beauty of the Ulster scenery and
captures the beauty of his home. His work can be found in the collections of

Queen’s University Belfast, the Royal Ulster Academy, the Masonic Hall in Dublin,
Crawford Gallery in Cork, and the Royal Palace of Soestdijk in the Netherlands. 
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John Luke 1906 – 1975
John Luke was an ordinary boy who was born to a working class family in North

Belfast. Like many of the young men of his time, he left school at a young age and
went to work in the York Street Mill and later in Belfast’s famous shipyards. He
learned his craft as a painter by painting murals in his native city and went on to

paint some of the most important murals in Ulster. In his late teens, he began
attending night classes at the Belfast School of Art and that’s where his career as
an artist began.  He painted in the style known as Regionalism, and his painting
technique was painstakingly slow and precise. The precision characteristic of his

work was manifested, too, in his appearance and personal manner. 



Although mainly a painter, throughout his career he occasionally made sculptures,
such as the Stone Head, Seraph, which is in the Ulster Museum - indeed it was for
sculpture that he won the Robert Ross Prize at the Slade School. Luke lived a very
humble and modest life, and it was the love of art that drove him. He never sought
material success.  John Luke is best known for his stylized paintings and symbolic

murals.



Mercy Hunter 1910 – 1989
Mercy Hunter was born in Ulster but spent a lot of her childhood in China with her
missionary parents. She returned to Belfast in her teens and, after a time studying

in London, returned to her native city, where she spent a long career as an art
teacher in Dungannon High School for Girls, Banbridge Academy, Armagh High

School and Victoria College, where she was head of the art department from 1947
until her retirement in 1970. 



Her legacy is as much in the way she inspired others as in the body of art she left

behind. Mercy Hunter was a larger-than-life character and was considered to be the
very heart of Ulster’s art scene.  Hunter is best known for her calligraphy,

illuminated addresses, and a small number of illustrated books, including her
husband's 1942 book Sparrows Round my Brow. She also created costume designs

for the local theatres and for the Irish Ballet Company. Hunter designed all the
costumes for the Grand Opera Society of Northern Ireland's 1958 production of

Carmen.



William Conor 1881 – 1968 
William Conor was the artist who became known as “The People’s Painter”. He was

born into a poor Belfast family, and he never forgot his roots, he was especially
known for his pictures of the city’s shipyards and working-class streets. His

depictions of ordinary people going about their everyday life, struck a chord with
the public and he became a greatly loved Belfast figure. Conor was a flamboyant

man who enjoyed the artist’s life. 
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Following the outbreak of World War 1 in 1914 William Conor was commissioned
by the British government to produce official records of soldiers and munitions

workers. He spent most of his life living in Belfast and observing the scenes around
him. It’s said he always carried a sketch book and often sketched what he saw. He
was the first Irish artist to gain membership of the Royal Institute of Oil Painters,

and in 1952 was awarded an OBE. William Conor’s body of work is a legacy of the
Ulster of the past. He is one of the best-known Ulster artists.



William Scott 1913 – 1989  

William Scott was a prominent abstract painter and is one of the most successful
artists ever to come out of Ulster. He began life in Scotland, but his Ulster father

moved the family back to his home in Fermanagh when William was just a boy. His
early life was the subject of the film Every Picture Tells a Story, made by his son. 

 Why not watch this movie with your young people?



His artistic talents were evident from a very young age and as a young man he went
to study art in London. During his lifetime, his work was exhibited widely, both at

home and abroad. His paintings can be found in public collections around the world,
including the Tate, the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York, the

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, the Musée National d’Art Moderne, Paris,
and the Art Gallery of New South Wales, Sydney.



William became an influential figure in the 20th Century abstract art scene and his
work was very sought after even during his lifetime - a level of success not many

artists achieve.  William Scott is best known for his still life and abstract art. Many
of his paintings feature cooking pots and pans and simple ingredients like fish and

eggs.


