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           Scouting East             

The Journal of East Belfast Scouting  
 

No. 425           OCTOBER 2022 
 

       From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

Hello everyone, I am delighted to hear of all that is happening across our 

District at Group level as we all get back into a more normal autumn routine. 

Many thanks to Carol Chambers for a report on the inaugural NI Squirrels Big 

Day Out- by all accounts there were lots of our youngest members scurrying about 

outdoors having lots of fun and adventure on the first Saturday in October. 

It is really encouraging to see an influx of new members to some of our 

Sections and to welcome a large number of new adult Leaders. The District 

Appointments Sub-Committee plans to organise another round of informal 

interviews to welcome new volunteers soon. Many of our new Leaders have 

already made a start on some of the online mandatory training while some of our 

more established Leaders are chipping away at Woodbadge modules – the next 

training days will be held at Crawfordsburn on 26th and 27th November. Please do 

get in contact with either Jill Ashenhurst or me if you need our help completing 

training or validating modules. A word of congratulations to David Duncan, AESL 

Ballyhanwood, who has recently completed his Sectional Woodbadge.   

Admittedly at the time of writing it is still mid-October, but can I encourage 

the District to consider supporting Christmas at Crawfordsburn which is making a 

welcome return this year from 28th November to 2nd December- either by booking 

to bring East’s Squirrels and Beavers along or perhaps recruiting some of your 

Explorer Scouts and East’s Network members to help to run some games and craft 

activities or maybe even join the ranks of the elves assisting Santa in his grotto!! 

Many of you will also have received the announcement from the Board of 

NISC about the consultation on the proposed restructuring of our Districts and 

Counties.  There has been some preliminary discussion at the District Executive 

and it is hoped that our Leaders will have an opportunity to attend one of the 

consultation roadshows locally but please do read the proposals carefully and take 

the opportunity to make your own views and those of your Group known 

(restructuring@scoutsni.org) before the deadline of 25th November.  

 

      Best wishes,    

 David  

mailto:restructuring@scoutsni.org
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Northern Ireland Squirrels Big Day Out – Saturday 1st October 2022 
 

Question: How many Leaders does it take to look after 18 Squirrels in Ardnavalley 

Scout Centre? 

Answer – Never enough!!! Only joking the boys were brilliantly behaved. 

 

After gathering together in the carpark, meeting a huge squirrel and a very long 

walk we made our way to the Scout Centre. The activities available all over the 

site included shelter building, storytelling, big games and face painting. Our 

squirrels headed first to craft, making superhero masks and power bracelets. We 

then launched ourselves at the two bouncy castles available – the Leaders’ main 

activity was match the shoe with the squirrel!!! It was great fun and as we were 

one of the biggest groups we had 2 castles to ourselves. 

 

Once lunch was finished nearly avoiding the rain and getting too wet (sitting on 

wet grass not recommended!) we headed to the boot camp via the St John 

Ambulance, police car and fire engine - we got to see both inside and out of these 

amazing machines. The boot camp and assault course brought out the squirrels’ 

inner soldier! It was a sight to behold and brilliant for the squirrels who got very 

muddy – I did apologise to their parents. As we reached the end of our time we 

decided to have a rest and toast marshmallows in amongst the trees – this was a 

great end to a busy but very enjoyable afternoon.  
 

Carol Chambers, 30th Squirrel Leader 
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Our District Badge Secretary, Betty Robb, now has a supply of East badges for 

sale – price 60p each or £15 for a packet of 25.  Cheques payable to East Belfast 

District Scout Council.  Please contact Betty bettyrobb@me.com if your Group’s 

stocks are running low. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bettyrobb@me.com
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99th Belmont Beavers! 
 

We have had a fantastic first term at Beavers!  We said goodbye to 6 Beavers as 

they started their journey with Cubs and wished them all the best!  We also 

welcomed 3 new Beavers too! 
 

 
 

We were very sad to hear of the passing of Her Majesty the Queen.  The Beavers 

spent an evening remembering their favourite thing about the Queen which then 

we made a lovely poster .and displayed this in church the day before her funeral. 
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The Beavers have been working so hard and have already completed 2 Badges, 

their Hobbies Badge and their Experiment Badge.  On 20th October 2022, Conor 

Carton (Young Beaver Leader) took lead for the session and led the boys to 

receive their Experiment Badge.  Conor had the night planned so well with a 

variety of experiments such as Skittles colour, Coke & Mentos and a few others.  

The boys absolutely loved this session, saying that it was their ‘BEST NIGHT 

EVER!’ 
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It’s Autumn time, so the Beavers went on an Autumn Hunt around the church 

grounds to see what they could find!  They are the best hunters and scavengers 

around!  Lots of items were found and collected for another poster!  They did find 

a squirrel, but we didn’t know how to add it to our poster safely, so we left it 

alone!  We displayed our poster in church at our Harvest Lunch event.  Everyone 

loved seeing what we have been up to! 

 

  
 

 

Gillian and Jordan, 99th Colony 
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News from 7th Pack 

       

Well 7th Cub Pack are up and running and it’s great to be back. We have 25 

Cubs registered, 16% are girls, with 7 leaders, myself, Kyle, Ross, Matthew, 

Claire, Aydin, Johnny and four female scouts each helping out with their own Six. 

Our succession plan is working well with Kyle due to take on the role of Akela in 

December, when I will be stepping back to be one of his Assistant Leaders. He has 

already stepped up which has been brilliant to see, organising the registration, 

while I was sunning myself with the family in Portugal at the beginning of 

September, and also having the programme arranged. He is also delegating more 

to the other Leaders, half of whom have come through 7th Cubs under my 

Leadership. This makes my job so much easier and a real joy the see the transfer 

going so well. 

 

Like the modernisation I have seen with the District and County events that 

have been organised since I have stepped back a bit. With Mr. Motivator, 

Olympians giving out medals , and the coffee van at the cross county and the 

orienteering, not to mention the QR codes for scoring at the County Flag, it is 

great to see new blood coming in with new up to date ideas which is only good for 

the future. Well done to everybody involved. Kyle has lifted our admin into the 

21st century, with email communications to parents and record keeping on Scout 

Manager, no more notes through their doors in the dead of night or records cards 

reminiscent of the 1950s. I still introduce the new Cubs who have arrived from 

Beavers or from the outside world in the basics of the Scout Movement and 7th 

Pack in particular, taking them through the history of Scouting, their Promise and 

Law, the Grand Howl and the standards we expect. Aydin has been shadowing me 

in this as another part of our succession plan. We have also invested new Sixers 

and Seconders and had four older Cubs jump the rope to Scouts. 

 

The weekend of 16th - 18th September we had our Cub camp at the 

Slievenaman Schoolhouse. For most of the 13 Cubs that attended it was their first 

time away from home. With the current rise in fuel prices Kyle suggested rather 

than have multiple parents delivering and collecting the Cubs that we use a 

minibus, we are indebted to Alan and 27th for the use of their minibus. This was a 

first for me and 7th Pack. The Cubs really enjoyed the trip down, it had the holiday 

starting as soon as we left the church. Having surrendered all electronic devices 

and sweets, they took their seats on the bus and strapped in. Claire was in the 

passenger seat so she could see where we were going having never been there 

before, and Aydin sat in the jump seat to keep order in the rear. The camp took our 

usual format, settling in with instructions on the site, getting sleeping 

arrangements made, storing all the provisions and pitching a tent for Kyle and 
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myself.  Then it was time for the night walk before hot chocolate biscuits and buns 

for supper. Surprisingly the cubs settled well with little disturbance after 1.00 am, 

and they were up at 8.00am for breakfast of cereal, sausage, bacon and eggy bread. 

Once again Kyle had all the schedule planned with the other Assistant Leaders 

playing their part in taking training. My role was map and compass, and looking 

after the catering. What a difference from taking the lead role and very relaxing to 

have so much help. The Cubs had great fun learning camping skills, pitching large 

and small tents, lighting campfires, doing backwoods cooking, making spud eggs 

and chocolate bananas. After lunch of soup and sandwiches they continued with 

more training on the pioneering badge. The evening meal was our usual menu of 

chilli with riced potatoes followed by jammie joeys and custard. A wide game of 

Sardines was played before I led the campfire with some old favourites requested 

by the Leaders that they remembered from their own days in 7th Cubs. The young 

Cubs knew “Pack up your troubles” and “It’s a long way to Tipperary” from 

studying the First World War in school. Aydin joked with them that I was so old I 

was there. The craic was brilliant and what a campfire should be. A lot of tired 

cubs finished the day with supper and then to bed.  

 

After breakfast on Sunday morning there was some tiding to be done before 

our Scouts Own, we remembered the passing of our Queen and had my short talk 

on the poem “Footsteps in the sand”. It was now time to take down the tents and 

clean the site. There was also time for the jigsaw challenge to see if any Cubs were 

able to complete the Counties of Ireland jigsaw quicker than Akela. All tidied up it 

was time for lunch before boarding the minibus for the journey home, it was much 

quieter than the journey down. It was great to be back at the schoolhouse for the 

first time in three years, and for me to see that the camp was able to run so well 

with just a little input from myself. So hopeful for the future of our Pack with so 

many Leaders prepared to step into my shoes. I feel it will be in good hands as I 

step back a little.  
 

James, Akela 7th  
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   News from 30th Pack   
 

As the nights closed in towards the end of September, 30th Cubs had an 

inter-six Monopoly run challenge – with teams taking selfies at various local 

landmarks such as Rosie’s chippy, Gilnahirk Primary, with a water feature, a bus 

stop or a for sale sign, with a member of the choir, with Donna’s dog, with any 

27th Leader who happened to be available (sorry Deirdre for gate-crashing St 

Dorothea’s Beavers!!). We then had a rendezvous at Tullycarnet Park for torch 

games- Alien landing, Star Trek Mutiny on the Enterprise and Attack the Lamp. 

The following week our budding Tom Daleys and Matty Lees donned their 

goggles and met up at Lisnasharragh Leisure Centre for a taster night of platform 

diving- most took to this like ducks to water with only the occasional belly flop 

but none were brave enough to venture to the top board just yet. Many thanks to 

Alan Cogan, from Diving Academy NI, our instructor for the evening, and to all of 

our young leaders who helped out on the night and had a go themselves (the 

Academy would be willing to organise a follow up at Explorer level if any of our 

Units might be interested in a training night and/or inter Unit competition). 

In early October we had a visit to the hall from Mike Jones, who runs 

Doggie Play at Connswater, together with members of his family and three four 

legged friends. The Cubs hope to visit Doggie Play some night before Christmas 

to meet more of the dogs. We also welcomed 9 new recruits to the Pack, and said 

goodbye to 6 of the seniors, who all just managed to finish off their Silver Awards 

before transferring to the 30th Troop- well done Jacob, Harry, Rory, Connor, 

Marley and Will. Our succession plan saw the appointment of 5 new Sixers – 

Patrick, Joshua, Harry, Corey and David, and new Seconders – Adam, George, 

Harry, Oliver and Christopher. We also made a welcome post-covid return to 

Knock Fire Station almost 4 years since our last visit- we were one of the first 

youth groups to return and the Station made us very welcome.  The Cubs were 

able to complete their fire safety badge (of course embarrassing us in the process 

by recounting stories to Blue Watch of how Akela burned French toast and Davy 

H burned rubbish in a local Unesco World Heritage Global Geopark– embellished 

with burning buildings, raging infernos and devastated forests). The Cubs then had 

the opportunity to tour every corner of the station – the gym, the dorm, the 

kitchen, clamber onto the various fire appliances, watch the firefighters tackling a 

burning simulation tower (and rescue our Beaver Leader Donna!!!), and then try to 

control the powerful water jet from the hose themselves. We have also recently 

tackled a new, less well known badge that none of the Cubs had completed 

previously- the Money Skills Badge- with help from Marcel from Danske Bank. 

The Cubs are now clued-in in terms of budgeting their pocket money at camp (or 

perhaps making some lucrative investments or lending with interest to their fellow 

Cubs). A good opportunity to train up some future Scouts to run Stevie’s Troop 

tuckshop and also to check Accountant Gareth’s sums!! David, CSL 30th  

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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30th Group wrote to King Charles in September to express the condolences of our 

members on the death of Her Late Majesty Queen Elizabeth. We enclosed a photo 

of the Group standing beside our Platinum Jubilee Beacon in June. There was 

some excitement in the church office last week when this unexpected reply arrived 

in the post. A very thoughtful gesture at a poignant time in history– this letter will 

definitely be filed carefully in the Group archives for future generations. 
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The second night of the two night District First Response Course will be held at 

30th HQ Gilnahirk Presbyterian on Monday 7th November from 7.00pm -9.45pm. 

Please contact David if interested in attending. Young Leaders and Executive 

Members also welcome.  

 

 
 

Members of the Ballyhanwood Unit and 30th Troop will be assisting with the 

Poppy Appeal again this year on Saturdays 5th and 12th November and joining the 

local branch of the Royal British Legion on parade on Sunday morning 13th 

November.  Members of any other Explorer Units or Network who would like to 

help out with the Appeal or join us on parade will be very welcome.  

 
                              

           Events in November 

 

21st    East Belfast District Executive 

  Venue: 4th HQ Knock Presbyterian Church at 8pm 

  Contact: Gareth McAuley, Chairman 
 

           

     

 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  

 
 

Not later than 22nd November for the next issue please! 

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

