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From the Editor —a

Hello everyone, at the time of writing the clocks have just gone forward,
we are enjoying some fabulous early spring sunshinefiaally seem to have
turned a corner in the pandemic with an increasing return to more normal weekly
Sectional activities, albeit still with an abundance of caution.

Many thanks to everyone for returning their Census data to me and
payments to Andrew otime to enable us to claim the early payment rebate. | am
pleased to report that even after accounting for the merger of 8 Squirrel Dreys,
numbers of young people in the District are significantly up compared to last year
with a resurgence of growth paiarly in the Scout and Explorer Sections. | am
also delighted to confirm the appointment of Alix Devenid€}} as the second
ADC (Beavers) working alongside Suzanne McLachlari?. 33 met with both
recently and | know they plan to arrange a social ef@nbur Beaver Leaders
before the summer to discuskeir plans for the year ahead. would also
encourage all of our Colonies to support the return of NI Beaver Rally Day and the
brand new Beaver County Flag Competition and ask that Leaders in othenSect
offer support to ACC Rachel Gilliland in running the bases if they lcam very
pleased to announce that Carlos Barr has accepted an invitation to become our
District Scout Network Commissioner when his term as County Youth
Commissioner comes to aend in June. At the time of writing we are still
searching for a District Secretary in advance of the District AGM in-Ndgsase
contact Gareth or me if you know of anyone who might be interested in this role.

There have also been several Appointmentsc@uimittee Meetings, two
Young Leader training nights and a further First Response course with another
planned for April. Thanks especially to Ann H, Suzi and Colin who have
continued to help with the interviews and Stephen Gordon with Young Leader
training. | have continued to visit Sections when | can to present Long Service
Awards. Well done to Diane Lamont (5 Years), John Purvis (10 Years), Stephen
Chambers (5 Years), Stevie Whyte (5 Years), Jill Ashenhurst (5 Years) and Gareth
Thompson (5 Years). |as particularly pleased to visit" Bquirrels to present a
25 YearsoO Service certificate to Shir
ceremony for some new Squirrels and was also delighted to present a much

deserved Woodbadge to James CamiirAkela.Best wishesDavid
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Many thanks to all those from across the District who helped with the collection,
sorting, packing anttansport of items donated for Ukrainian refugaes

S mo k ®glirs Grand Parade or the main warehouse at Mallusk. The
containers were packed in record time ready for onward journey via Rosslare
Harbour across Europe to the Poldwklaine border. Wedpe that the contents
will bring some comfort to those most deeply affected by the devastating
humanitarian crisis unfolding in Ukraine and continue to think of all of them at
this distressing time. We will keep you updated if there are othgs our

menbers can assist in the weeks and months ahead.
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District Orienteering Competition
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On 26" March East District heldour first ever Cub Scout Orienteering
Competition. There was a tremendous turpauth 40 teams placing us at full
capacity with 120 Cub Scouts attending, representing 8 Packs from across the
District: 4" Boys, 4" Girls, 7", 27", 30", 339, 739 and99". The glorious spring
sunshine, combined with the attraction of a coffee van encouraged many parents,
grandparents and family dogs to join us in Orangefield Park for the afternoon.
Many thanks to Juls, Orienteering Development Offieerd Richard andColin
from Lagan Valley Orienteering Club for their enthusiasm and help planning and
running the competition on the day, and to the team of marshals from across the
District who spread out around the park in high vis vests, covering all exits to
ensure thiathe Cub Scouts could take part safely. We were delighted when all of
the competing teams eventually returned and were accounted for long before it
started to get dark. Thanks also 6 I4eaders and Young Leaders who ran the
tuckshop, a welcome treat four weary orienteers as they crossed the finish line.
Well done to all who took part and completed the coufée competition will
also meet some of the requirements of the Navigator badge and | have been
encouraging Cubs to draw mafis direct someonefrom their home or Group
Headquarterso Orangefield Park to complete another part of the badge.

15 Place (Gold Medals): Ewan Ewart, Daniel Curry 339 Pack
2"d Place (Silver Medals) Henry Briggs, Tom Barnes 4™ Pack (Boys)

34 Place (Bronze Meds): Darby Sizaret, William Hartle,
Will Barnes 4" Pack (Boys)

The fastest time with all 15 markers located in the correct order was an impressive
15 minutes and 52 seconesorded by Daniel and Ewan

The InterPack Trophy wasdecidedbased orthe top 3 placed Teams from each

Pack who had visited all 15 points in the correct order in the fastest(tintle

27" and 7% considered as a joint entry)Congratulations to the overall winners:
4" Pack (Boys). Hopefully we might consider runnirthis event again in future,

either at Orangefield, or rotating around other Parks in the District.

David, CSL 80


http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/




4™ Beavers get busy

Since being able to meet together again thes bay girls have taken full

advantage of a full and varied programme including playing the African drums,
tenpinbowling creating reindeer from Jumpi ng
cards. Badge work has been important too with many badges being completed to
make up for lost time. These have included the Team challenge badge when the
Beavers had to work as a team to créagehighest tower from spaghetti and
marshmallows but also badges such as Builder, Collector, Communicator,
Creative, Explorer, Hikes away stage 1, International, Reader, Safety, Space, and
Sports. They also enjoyed a great snowball fight despite thetii@ce has been no
snow and as part of our Thanksgiving Day evening the girls brought tins of food to
donate to Storehouse as a way to show thanks for the food we have. As the lighter
evenings come and hopefully some better weather the Beavers are lookiagl

to engaging in some outdoor activities.

Jill. 4nBSL
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4™ Cubs: Tree Planting in Belmont Park

4" Cubs were pleased to receive an invitation from Belfast City Council to
attend the Ritinum Jubilee Queen's Green Canopy tree planting event in Belmont
Park on Saturday 12th March 2022.CubLeaders and 30 of the boys and girls
attended the event, held to launch Belfast as a Queen's Green Canopy Champion
City. Queen's Green Canopy Ambkador Lady Mary Peters joined Clir Kate
Nicholl, Lord Mayor of Belfastand Lorl i eut enant Fi onnual a
with 4th Cubs and other school children and community groups from across
Belfast for the special celebratory tree planting event in Belfark.

As well as tree planting, the Cubs took part in a tree and bird identification trail

and a bird ringing exercise, getting up close and personal with some very cute, tiny
birds! They learnt more about the importance of trees and their value tidewildl

The boys and girls also took part in environmental arts and crafts from building

bird nesting boxes to making pinecone bird feeders to hang up around the park or
at home and also very much enjoyed some stone painting.

The Lord Mayor said:

Al t dhs assuchonour for Belfast to be award
Queends Green Canopy and I 6m delighted
bringing people together and planting new trees which | hope will be enjoyed for
many generations to comé.will be lovely for the children and their families to

visit the park and watch the trees that they have helped to plant, flourish and grow

as they too grow. We are lucky to have an abundance of green spaces in the city
and i tods i mp o rettachetish thdratural waeld acoana tisiamduook

after these little pockets of green in our communities that are so vital to our health
and well being. o

The tree planting event was also i n su
plant one million treg by 2035, providing a greener, healthier city to be enjoyed

by local residents.

4" Cubs look forward to furlr supporting HM The Queen's Platinum Jubilee in

2022 by wearing the celebration badge on our uniform and planting more trees in
the grounds oKnock Presbyterian and locally around our meeting place.

#plantatreeforthejubilee

Gareth and Ros&\C8Ls
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News from 33" Pack

30" Cubs resumed after hatrm with a BioArt workshopwith Jasmin
Marker from the Vault Art Studios. A lively and messy activity saw the Cubs
expresstheir creative side fillingmuslin bags with soil and oat seeds, then
gtitching and decorating these, scattering generous amounts of soil and oats on the
floor as they went along. We are looking forward to seeing the results as long as
the Cubs remembeo twater their creations. The following week we had a visit
from Victoria Trimble from Habitat for Humanity NI who helped the Cubs to
complete their Global Issues Activigadge by thinking about all the countries
their food and clothes come from, what realka home more than just a house and
then building improvised shelters frazardboard boxes and old plastic sheeting.

Our Minister, Rev Stephen Moore and Rev Mariann Gilicze, our Assistant
Mi ni ster, joined with the CithbMyFath St
Badge. Taking St Patrick as the theme, Mariann confessed that she learned many
fascinating things from the Cub Scouts themselves about St Patrick, although not
all of which have necessarily been independently verified! The Cubs have also
been brushing up their knots for the Pioneer Badge and completing the Navigator
badge, linking in with the District Orienteering Competition.

At the end of March, we had a kite making workshop with Glenn Heasley
from Go Fly your Kite. After a crash courge aeronautical engineering and the
chance to design and test launch our own paper planes (the carnage on the floor
indicating it was a bad year for aeronautical safety but thankfully no passengers or
crew had booked to fly on Gilnahirk Airways!), we setcreating and decorating
our kites with a colourful selection of WWII fighter plane and birds of prey
designs before attempting to get these airborne in the hall with a reasonably high
success rate. The Cubs all took their kites home to test out incéleplrk and a
few even brought them along to Orangefield Park to try to fly them after the
orienteering competition.

David, CSL 80
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EXPLORER

Units acros the District have continued to utilise the generous grant from Belfast
City Council to kickstart a programme of post ledown activities. During
March, Gilnahirk and Belmont Units met up for an evening of archery and air rifle
shooting at Field of Dreas, Newtownards, and Ballyhanwood and McMordie
Units had an indoor skydive taster session at Vertigo Titanic. Knock Unit have
arranged a night of airsoft and McMordimit will be visiting Escape Rooms. We
have also held two Young Leader Module A couraath a third planned.

David
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