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From the Editor @L

Hello everyone, with most of our Sections now meeting again socially-
distanced indoors, it has been great to be able to visit various Groups to see first-
hand how much everyone is enjoying being back together. We have also held
some more appointment interviews and have recently welcomed new Leaders to
71 33 and 99", In November, we also held a District cross-country race in the
grounds of Campbell College for the Cub Section and a karting Grand Prix for the
Explorers.

| was delighted to present Long Service awards to members of 27" Group:
Stephen Hoskins (50 years), Richard McKnight (10 years) and Jacob Moore (5
years) together with a much-deserved Award for Merit for Kathy Clarke (and
belated wood-badge certificates for Deirdre Kissock and Alan Campbell!!). 27%
Beavers were keen to show me their art work while | arrived as the Troop were
playing dodgeball on a Friday evening and had to dodge the numerous balls
hurtling in my direction from all corners of the hall. The cross-country race
provided an opportunity to present a service award to James Banham ACSL 9™,

I also surprised East’s President and Vice-Presidents, our ‘ladies who
lunch’, recently as they were having a catch up at S.D. Bells’ — | presented a 50
years’ Service Award to Ann A, and posthumous Service Awards for Sam (60
years) and George (40 years) to Ann A and Anne J. An occasion tinged with
sadness, but as a District we remain deeply grateful for the service both men gave
to Scouting in East Belfast throughout their lifetimes and remember with thanks
the faithful support they provided over many years behind the scenes to Ann and
Anne in fulfilling their own Scouting roles.

| look forward to seeing more of our members out and about around the
District in the next few weeks,

Best wishes, David (Acting DC)



cu bs District Cross Country Race

On a crisp Saturday afternoon in November, East’s Cubs marked an
Important milestone in our ongoing recovery from the pandemic, meeting together
outdoors for our first District event in almost two years, a 2500m cross country
race through the grounds of Campbell College. Almost 90 Cubs took part
representing 4™, 7", 27" 30" and 99" Packs. A huge thank you to all those who
marshalled along the route and to 4" Leaders for all the work behind the scenes to
set up the course and prepare goodie bags for competitors at the end and to Valerie
Brown and Ann Hanna for their assistance at the registration desk. The new ACC
Cubs, Jonny Allen, also came along to lend his support. Fitness Freddy was on
hand to lead the Cubs in a pre-race fitness warm up set to music and we were
delighted to welcome local Olympic triathlete Russell White to start the race and
present the medals and trophies to the winners at the end. Russell gave generously
of his time chatting with the competitors and spectators and made the day extra
special for those taking part. This year we had separate junior and senior team
trophies, with the winners decided based on the best four placed finishers in each
age group from each Pack. Congratulations to 4" Pack who won both team
trophies and to all of our individual medallists. The atmosphere was buzzing at the
event and there has also been some great feedback from the Cubs and parents so
hopefully this is something we could consider again for next year and the District
Team would welcome any suggestions for how we can build on this with more
events in the year ahead.

David

And from 99" Pack:

99" Belfast Cubs were delighted to take part in the Cub District Cross
Country event on a mild Saturday afternoon in November. Sixteen Cubs laced up
their trainers and sprinted, ran and jogged the 2.5km route around the beautiful
grounds of Campbell College cheered on by many parents and friends. We are
proud of them all for completing the course and especially pleased that we had two
medal winners, Joey McMaster in the 8 year old group and Will Taylor in the 9
year old group - well done to them both. A big thank you to the 4™ and 30" Cub
Leaders for organising the event, the boys really enjoyed it and can’t wait to do it
all again next year!

Helen Walsh, ACSL 99


http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/

Aged 10

1t Harry Robinson
2nd James Leckey
3rd Josh Calvert
Aged 9

1t Luca Mcllveen
2nd Will Taylor

3rd Corey Roulston
Aged 8

1t Jamie Irvin

2nd Cruz Millar

3 Joey McMaster

Senior Team Race

15t 4™ pack
2nd 30t Pack
3 99t Pack

Junior Team Race

18t 4th Pack
2nd 30™ Pack
3 99t Pack
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30™ Pack

4t Pack
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30" Pack

4™ pack
30™ Pack
99t Pack
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cu bs News from 30" Pack . _

30" Cubs visited the Somme Heritage Centre on the Thursday closest to
Remembrance Sunday. We heard about the Home Rule crisis in Ireland, and the
Assassination of Franz Ferdinand and Sophie in Sarajevo that triggered the First
World War, before we had our medicals, tried on our uniforms and enlisted in
Kitchener’s army to receive King George’s shilling. Soon we were singing Itt’s a
long way to Tipperary, experiencing life in the waterlogged trenches, amongst the
tinned meat and enamel mugs brimming with tea and all the rats scurrying in the
freezing mud, chatting (helping to remove lice from each other!), manning the
machine gun and lobbing grenades at the enemy before we went out ‘over the top’
and through the barbed wire to rescue our comrades on makeshift stretchers. This
deeply moving interactive experience also helped the Cubs to appreciate the
sacrifice made by the generations before to secure their freedoms today, some of
the soldiers barely older than they are themselves, and the loss of life at the Battle
of the Somme and other major battles of World War One.

The following week we continued to work on the Local Knowledge badge,
with an inter-six competition to locate local landmarks on a street map of Belfast,
and learning about the origin of the Coats of Arms of Belfast City and the new
Lisburn and Castlereagh Council. This led on to explaining the meaning of the
Belfast and East Belfast District badge, and the Membership badge before the
investiture of nine new recruits who have joined us this autumn.

Also in November, we have started working on the Pioneer badge, and have
already mastered two knots, the reef knot and the bowline. We also had a visit
from Joel Simon who arranged a lego animation workshop. All of the Cubs
working in small groups had the opportunity to develop their own animation
sequence towards the Digital Maker badge. We had a Grand Premiere at the end:
the Leaders were somewhat disturbed to discover that all of the films contained
excessive violence, with variations around the basic plot of someone getting killed
by a scary alien, a giant monster, a heavy object falling on them or a speeding car!

Some of the Cubs also joined in an autumn work party tidying the church
grounds and Garden of Remembrance one Saturday afternoon, weeding and raking
up leaves and planting some crocus and snowdrop bulbs- we are hoping to see the
results of our labour in the spring — if we can remember where we planted them!

David, CSL 30


http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/

i

..

#













EXPLORER

20 members and Leaders from Ballyhanwood, Gilnahirk and Belmont Units met
up at Lyons Karting for a District Grand Prix at half-term. For some drivers,
negotiating the torrential rain and flooded country roads on a dark autumn night to
get to the venue was challenging enough, but undeterred the Explorers donned
their suits, helmets and gloves and headed out onto the floodlit track. Some very
competitive times were posted, but only three could claim their places on the
winners’ podium: Robbie ‘Hamilton’ Duggan and Ben ‘Verstappen’ Lennox from
Ballyhanwood just pipping Belmont ESL Chris ‘Schumacher’ Rintoul.

David, ESL Ballyhanwood
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SCOUTS

Members of 30" Troop and Ballyhanwood Unit helped out again over two
Saturdays in November with the annual Poppy Appeal at Kings Square and
Cherryvalley. The Unit also joined the Royal British Legion for a parade and
outdoor church service on Remembrance Sunday, laying a wreath at the Thiepval

War Memorial on the Cregagh Estate.




Events in November

13t District Cub Scout Cross Country Race
Venue: Campbell College Grounds at 3pm
Contact: Gareth 4" or David 30™

15t District Executive Meeting
8.00-9.30pm on Zoom
Contact: Gareth McAuley, Chairman
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News & Views, Letters & Comments,
Reports & Announcements to the Editor:

David Bell
Email: d.bell@qub.ac.uk

Not later than 20" December for the Christmas Issue please!
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