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      From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 

Hello everyone, many thanks to this month’s contributors. It is great to hear 

about various activities our Sections have been able to deliver face-to-face despite 

ongoing difficulties. It is also good to read reports of Good-turns our members 

have been undertaking for those less fortunate than ourselves as we approach 

Christmas. As we look ahead to Census 2022, thanks to the hard work of Leaders 

across the District, and willingness to resume meeting once it was safe to do so, 

most of our Groups are now up and running again and we are in a strong position 

as we focus on recovery and growth. I was delighted to learn that Sydenham and 

Belmont Units are operating with new members and to hear of new Leaders at 7th, 

9th, 33rd and 99th. I visited 33rd earlier this month to present a Long Service Award 

to Carol Shaw, a Commendation for ADC Suzanne McLachlan, and a richly 

deserved Award for Merit to Brian Millar, who is retiring after many years’ 

service to the Scout Section in Donaghadee, 99th Belmont and latterly, 33rd 

Stormont.  Thanks Brian, you will be missed!! It was also a pleasure to invest 

David Gilpin as a new ACSL joining Jessica in the 33rd Pack Leadership Team.    

Normally, we would be preparing for our Christingle Service and Beaver 

Party but wider District gatherings are still on hold as a sensible precaution as we 

approach Christmas. Perhaps we can revisit the possibility of a virtual Scouters’ 

Meet-up in the New Year (a zoom quiz maybe?) and some further events for the 

Sections depending on current restrictions. During 2021, we have had to continue 

to learn to live with the challenges of a global pandemic, with the recent surge in 

the Omicron variant bringing further uncertainty as we approach 2022. The 

pandemic has caused many to pause and reassess priorities and search for ways to 

maintain connectedness with others and a deeper purpose in life. Scouting has 

always included a spiritual dimension to our programme to support members in 

their own personal exploration of faith. I know for many Leaders the Christian 

faith is central to our lives and often a motivating factor to serve the young people 

in our local community. May we all experience a renewed sense of purpose and 

hope as we reflect on the Christian message of the birth of Jesus, God’s Son, to be 

the Saviour of those who put their trust in Him.  With best wishes to our members, 

Leaders, Team and Executive for a relaxing, and above all safe, Christmas, David  
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We were all sorry to learn that our Badge Secretary, Jenny Lamont, had been in 

hospital recently.  Get well soon Jenny! We are all thinking of you and Roy and 

hope that you will soon be on the mend and back home once more. 
 

 

      News from 7th Pack   

 
The 7th Cubs were delighted to take part in the Cross-country event at 

Campbell College. While none of the boys or girls were in the medals they really 

enjoyed getting out together, I thought it was an excellent event and so much 

better than I would have organised in my time. The organisers took it to the next 

level with Fitness Freddie, the Olympian triathlete, and the coffee wagon for the 

parents - this was great for making it very much a family affair. It was also great to 

be able to reconnect with other Leaders from throughout East District. 

 

We have been able to continue our restart with our new Cubs being invested 

and getting jumpers and new badges. On that note if any Packs have old Cub 

jumpers they no longer need we would be happy to accept them so that we can 

rehome them with our Cubs. This is a living example of reducing waste.   

 

Over the last six weeks we have completed the International badge. Firstly 

Aydin gave a lesson on the world membership badge which followed on nicely 

from the history of Scouting and the law and promise we had covered in previous 

weeks. The following week Matthew and Kyle talked on international Scouting 

and Jamborees and ran a very successful and amusing run around quiz. We then 

invited two of our girl Explorers to tell us of their Eurojam experiences and 

finished last week with a traditional meal cooked by one of our Polish parents. I 

was amazed how much most of the Cubs, bar two, enjoyed this spicy sausage and 

bean stew, so much so that their parents have requested the recipe. 

 

At Halloween our entire Group were entertained by African drumming, this 

was something the Beavers had enjoyed at Crawfordsburn. The Squirrels and 

Beavers were first in, as they left, much sanitising took place before the Cubs had 

their turn, followed by the Scouts and Explorers. It was a busy and noisy but most 

enjoyable evening. 

 

We continued with our badge work with our new Leader, Clare, leading on 

the Disability Awareness badge, the Cubs having to research a famous person with 

a disability. This was not Akela with his hearing defect, which they are all made 

https://www.gograph.com/clipart/get-well-soon-message-gg60046655.html#bigCompModal
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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aware of when they join us. Our Christmas good turn was collecting for the 

foodbank run by church, this was generously supported by many of the Cubs and 

their parents, and was greatly appreciated. 

 

We have finished the autumn session with a party night, musical chairs, 

bursting balloons, eating as many dry cream crackers as possible, 22 being the 

number to beat, and eating mars bars with a knife and fork whilst wearing hat and 

gloves. We did give them juice as well! It was an enjoyable way to finish with lots 

of smiling faces. I have enjoyed this period of refocussing on being a Leader in 

our organisation and delegating to the younger Leaders. 
 

James, 7th Akela 
 

News from 99th Group      
 

We’re glad to report that Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and now an Explorer Unit have all 

started at Belmont since the beginning of November. In spite of losing some great 

long-serving Leaders who haven’t felt able to return for one reason or another, we 

are delighted that new folk have stepped up, while others have changed roles, thus 

enabling the above Sections to operate. 

 

Like everyone else in the District I know we’ve been “smiling and whistling” (or 

is that an out-of-date concept – and indeed almost pointless or impossible, when 

we’re wearing masks??) as we have adapted to open windows and fresh air, 

buckets of sanitizing stuff, and of course those MASKS – to quote the once 

famous Mr Spock – “It’s life Jim, but not as we know it!” 

At any rate, it seems that 99th is gradually getting back on its feet after the long 

period of pandemic paralysis, and all are glad to be back!  

 

Some details of what the Beavers have been up are reported separately in 

this edition of SE – in fact we are delighted that Beavers were able to start back 

under the leadership of Gillian Balfour who, along with Jordan Stewart (Belmont 

Presbyterian’s stalwart Youth and Family Worker), has stepped into the huge gap 

left when our very long-serving Ahmeek, Pamela Kirkwood, decided that she 

couldn’t yet return with the Covid pandemic still such a problem. In addition, 

Margaret Adams, Pamela’s Assistant Leader, decided the time was right to call it a 

day. At this time, our great thanks to them both, and we hope that when the time is 

right, we will see Pamela add to her distinguished Leadership record with the 99th.   

 

The Cub Pack welcomed Helen Walsh, an experienced Brownie Leader and Scout 

parent, who answered the call for help to get the Cubs going again and she has 

introduced some new skills to the Our Skills Challenge Award – most of the Cubs 

were non-plussed by the idea of sorting socks and putting pillows in pillowcases 

(don’t Mums do that ….??). As so many boys are new to the Pack (and had hardly 

any Beavering experience) we’ve been doing a bit about the history of Scouting - 
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including crawling quietly on their tummies in the dark, to “scout out” the enemy 

positions at the siege of Mafeking – mind you some boys are now sure that 

Scouting started with a camp at Mafeking in South Africa!! (And maybe in 

essence it did, I hear some say!).  

 

We’ve also done a lot of basics like the background of Wolf Cubbing and the 

reason for the Grand Howl; the Cub Promise and Law, and elements of the 

Athletics Badge to tie in with the District Cross-country race (which almost all the 

Pack attended) at Campbell College – and special thanks to the Acting DC and all 

the organizers for an excellent day – plus congratulations to our own Joey 

McMaster (8 year olds’ Bronze Medal Winner) and Will Taylor (9 year olds’ 

Silver Medal Winner) and congratulations indeed to all the boys who took part and 

brought in the 3rd place team placings in Seniors and Juniors.  

 

Our most industrious Pack meetings have involved our “Christmas Card 

Making Factory”, and many of the wonderful cards made were given to older 

members of our congregation. (A number of them have a Tuesday coffee morning 

in the church hall, and in the current pandemic situation, it is for some their only 

outing of the week.) It was great to report to the Cubs that the older folk were 

positively delighted to receive individually made and signed cards from young 

Cubs, who were remembering them at Christmas!! 

 

The Scout Troop, which has also lost a couple of Leaders for one reason or 

another, nevertheless got going and while missing a number of the younger boys 

who were taking AQE and staying ‘offside’ to avoid unnecessary chances of 

catching Covid, ran successful meetings featuring the Scout Law and Promise, 

Morse code signaling, and to mark  Remembrance Day weekend, the importance 

of certain World War II battles in the fight for freedom and democracy, but the 

nevertheless appalling losses of life that took place! The Troop ended the session 

on a high note with an outing to Vertigo, where the Scouts bounced all night and 

the Leaders planned for 2022!!   

 

A 99th Explorer Unit: The long ‘pandemic gap’ meant that the Group (like others 

no doubt) had a cohort of scouts who had passed their 14th birthdays - indeed, in a 

number of cases their 15th, so it is great to report that one of our ASLs Chris 

Rintoul, agreed to move from Scout Troop duties to look after an Explorer Unit 

which is catering for 12 to 14 folk. Great thanks are due to the encouragement of 

the Acting DC and his success in obtaining funds to assist with the running of a 

District led Explorer programme, involving monthly events and getting the 

Explorer Scouts to participate as Young Leaders in the various sections of the 

Group; many are doing this to great effect and it’s great to see them developing 

their leadership skills but being able to meet as a Unit as well – best wishes to 

them for the New Year. 
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A final word of thanks to the District Leadership for their part in cajoling and 

encouraging us back, when at times much the easiest thing to do would seem to be 

to sit at home. Best wishes for a Happy and Healthy Christmas to our Scouting 

East Editor, the District Executive and all the volunteer Leaders, without whom 

the Groups simply wouldn’t exist; and of course Happy Christmas to all our 

Squirrel, Beaver, Cub, Scout and Explorer members. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS ALL – from the 99th!!        

Bruce, GSL 99th  
 

  
 

 



 
6 

 
 

 
 



 
7 

 
 

 



 
8 

News from 99th Colony 

  

Just thought I would send you a little bit of information on what 99th Belmont 

Beavers have been up to since they started back in November! This is all new 

territory for me, having taken on the role of a Beaver Leader for the first time! I 

have only ever been on the parent side of things! Jordan Stewart is my other 

Leader and we have 4 young leaders... Josh, Robbie, Conor and Eva. We have 

about 12 regular Beavers every week, and have a few new starts coming in 

January!  We have packed a few fun nights into the short space of time that we 

have been running! We have dedicated a night for Remembrance Day, Children In 

Need (we raised £32.14) and had a Christmas party! We have had other fun nights 

including making our own racing karts! We will start back on the 6th January and 

are aiming to start badge work then, now that the boys have all settled in!   

  
Gillian, ABSL 99th   

 

 

https://knockpresbyterian.church/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/beaverlogo_3col.jpg
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      News from 30th Pack          
 
 

In November, 30th Pack visited the Shodokan Aikido Club at the Courtney 

Hall, Cregagh Road, for a martial arts taster session. Having learned some key 

terms and rules of engagement, and the appropriate etiquette when bowing before 

challenging our opponents, we found ourselves playing a martial arts version of 

rock, paper, scissors, before attempting a few basic moves and holds. We were 

also greatly entertained by the mock combat between Bagherra Gareth and King 

Louie Marcus. The streets of Gilnahirk are undoubtedly much safer, now that 30th 

Cubs have the necessary skills to protect our local community!! (parents and 

siblings might not necessarily agree!!!).   

 

We also had a visit in early December from Glynis and her rescue dogs 

from Cavaliers in Need.  It was great to spend time playing with the dogs and 

learn how they had been rescued (one coming all the way from China) and are 

now being fostered locally in loving homes. Glynis brings the dogs to schools (and 

to universities – stressed out students benefit from petting the dogs to de-stress 

during exam time!!) as a fundraising project to meet the expenses of rescuing and 

rehoming the dogs and she would be delighted to visit other Packs.   

 

The Pack also hired Aspire Swimming Pool on the Donaghadee Road, 

Newtownards, to complete the swimming badge with assistance from the pool’s 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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owner and instructor, Alicia Lagan. 17 of the Cubs earned their Stage 1 badges 

and 4 passed Stage 2.  

 

Following time honoured tradition, we also made Christmas Craft, with the 

more presentable results selected and given to unwell or elderly members of our 

local congregation as a Christmas Goodturn to let them know the Cubs are 

thinking of them at Christmas.  We rounded off the year with a joint trip to the 

Strand Arts Centre with 30th Troop for a private viewing of Ghostbusters:Afterlife 

in Cinema4.  
 

  David, CSL 30th  
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  News from Ballyhanwood Unit   

Four of the younger members of the Unit (Ben, Cody, Jude and Patrick) joined in 

with the Lisburn Sub-aqua Club for a try dive at Lisburn Leisureplex at the end of 

November. Many thanks to Francis and the Club Members for arranging this for 

our Unit once again, and for enabling one to one instruction on the night. After an 

introduction to the theory and getting used to the water in the relative safety of the 

main swimming pool, all four soon graduated to the much deeper diving pool. If 

any other Units would like to arrange a taster session after the holidays the Club 

would be very willing to facilitate. 

The members and Leaders also attempted to Save the City at Escapade Escape 

Rooms, Dundonald, battling to access and cool down an overheating nuclear 

reactor hidden deep underground under Dundonald Ice Bowl. I am sure you will 

all rest easy in your beds tonight safe in the knowledge that we did this with just 4 

minutes to spare- but Ballyhanwood Unit would like to challenge any other Units 

in the District to attempt to beat our record. We have also been offered a Shodokan 

Aikido martial arts session and an underwater hockey match and the opportunity 

for a Church Bell Ringing lesson at St Mark’s, Dundela after the holidays.  If these 

activities would also be of interest to any other Units in East please let me know.  

David, ESL Ballyhanwood Unit  
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News from 30th Colony 

  

30th Beavers and Leaders ended the year with a trip to Santa’s workshop (well 

Davy’s garage!!!) to make Christmas craft, pin the nose on Rudolph, eat pizza, and 

then sing carols in the garden before lining up to visit Santa in his grotto (my 

garden shed). Santa somehow misplaced his beard and for a few nail-biting 

seconds we thought the Beavers had rumbled him but we convinced them it was 

trimmed and hidden under his face mask so they were still very happy to accept 

his presents!!! 
Donna, ABSL 99th   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://knockpresbyterian.church/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/beaverlogo_3col.jpg
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Forthcoming Events 

 

All face to face District events have been cancelled until further notice but some 

meetings will continue to be scheduled by Teams /Zoom 

 
 

                                 

                 Merry Christmas! 
 

                      
 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  

 

Not later than 21st January for the January issue please! 

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

