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THEME: Use Your Ears 
 

How well do the Squirrels listen?  This Programme will make them think about how important it is to 
use their ears and how they could communicate if they could not hear. 
 
An introductory activity can be used as the Squirrels arrive at the meeting place – colouring or simple 
puzzles can keep children occupied until all the Drey arrives or use a ‘joining-in’ style game, such as 
‘The farmer wants a wife’ or a circle format ball game. 
Add snack time where necessary! 

 

TIME 

(mins) 
ACTIVITY EQUIPMENT 

5 Welcome, Register, Opening Ceremony, Introduction to Programme 
10 GAME: Guess the Sound 

o Divide the Drey into small groups, an adult with each group 
o The adult will write down the children’s answers after each 

sound effect is made 
o A Leader is hiding behind a ‘screen’ and creates different 

sound effects – blow a whistle, rattle keys, crunch 
newspaper, pour water, clap hands, etc. 

o After everyone has made their guess they are shown what 
has made the noise! 

 

Sound effects 
‘Screen’ to hide Leader 
Paper & pencils 

10 GAME: Shape Funtime 
o In the same groupings as before the Squirrels test their 

listening skills! 
o Each child is given a blank sheet of paper and each group a 

selection of art materials – crayons, pens, coloured pencils 
o A Leader calls out instructions which the Squirrels try to 

follow – draw a blue circle in the middle of the page, draw a 
red flower inside the blue circle, draw a sun on top of the 
page, draw a green heart at the bottom of the page and so on 

o Adults can help any Squirrel having difficulties, add names! 
 

A4 white sheet per child 
Art materials 

10 ACTIVITY: If You’re Happy and You Know It 
Use this well known action song to make lots of noise and 
movement! 
 

Words 

10 ACTIVITY: Simple Signing 
Explain to the children that some people can’t hear and that using 
sign language is a way of talking to them. 
Use the sign language chart to teach them a few numbers and how to 
spell a simple three letter word, such as ‘cat’ or ‘dog’.  Older 
Squirrels may like to try and sign their own names! 
People with a hearing problem often lip read.  A Leader could 
mouth a simple word like ‘hello’ and the Squirrels try to guess what 
has been said. 
Or try some simple Chinese whispers, ‘Squirrels are fun’ and see 
how the message is passed from Squirrel to Squirrel! 
 

Sign language chart 
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10 GAME: Guess Who’s Making That Noise? 
o The Drey sits cross-legged in a circle on the floor 
o Choose one child to be blindfolded, sitting in the centre of 

the circle and guarding the keys 
o In turn individual Squirrels try to creep up and take the keys 

without making a sound 
o The rest of the Drey must stay very quiet so that the 

blindfolded Squirrel can try and point to the creeping child! 
o Make sure that everyone has a turn at both roles! 
 

Blindfold 
Bunch of keys 

5 Closing, Home  
 

 

If you’re happy and you know it 
 
If you’re happy and you know it CLAP your hands! (clap hands twice) 
If you’re happy and you know it CLAP your hands! (clap hands twice) 
If you’re happy and you know it and you really want to show it 
If you’re happy and you know it CLAP your hands! (clap hands lots of times) 
 

If you’re happy and you know it STAMP your feet! (stamp feet twice) 
If you’re happy and you know it STAMP your feet! (stamp feet twice) 
If you’re happy and you know it and you really want to show it 
If you’re happy and you know it STAMP your feet! (stamp feet lots of times) 
 

(Add more verses with actions that make a noise and have lots of movement!) 
 
Sign Language Chart     adapted from ‘I can’t hear like you’ by Althea, Happy Cat Books 
 


