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Reflection on St George’s Day Parade and Service  

 
What a successful day and a massive burden off my shoulders and a big thankyou 

to all those folk who played a part. This was the first time I had to organise the 

Parade and as many of you will know I did my very best to canvas support 

throughout all Groups and Sections in the District, some successful some less so. 

 

At last year’s AGM, as is customary, it was decided that 24
th
 Group would host 

this year’s parade in honour of their 100
th
 anniversary. Only after we started to 

plan dates, routes and meeting venues did it transpire that Knock Methodist 

Church were unable to host our event. We were on a limited time frame with 

regards to the Parades Commission and had already been given permission to meet 

up at St. Colmcille’s Parish centre at Ballyhackamore. This gave rise to a frantic 

tour around churches close enough to Ballyhackamore to see who might be able to 

get their permission to host us. This problem was solved when Rev. Nigel Craig 

agreed that Belmont Presbyterian and 99
th
 Group would host. We had great 

support from other local churches but due to the date, which had been selected to 

avoid Holy Week, and the short planning time their venues were not available this 

year but offers have been made for future Parades. Application was then made to 

the Parades Commission, those of you with more experience of these things will 

know that once applied they don’t contact the organiser to say everything is in 

place. However you can check the details on a public website- I now know - and 

the PSNI don’t actually make contact until the day of the event.  

 

Next it was meeting with the church folk and agreeing the Order of Service, the 

readings, the music, the Flag positions and the seating arrangements within the 

sanctuary. Not to mention finalising arrangements with the Symington and BB 

bands. I then had to find participants for receiving the Flags, collect the offering, 

reading the scripture and the laws, and finally leading the promises in the absence 

of the other ADCs. With all these arrangements kind of made it was time for the 

Friday night practice. All along the way I had supportive people telling me it 

would be alright on the day, this was great, but the personal investment I had made 

in this year’s Parade added to my worries as to its success.  

 

I need not have worried. About 350 members from 4
th

, 7
th

, 9
th
, 24

th
, 30

th
, 33

rd
 and 

99th met at the Parish Centre, thank you to the congregation of St Colmcille’s, and 

a big thank you to Roy Lamont, Hill Brown and John Corry for helping organise 

the Groups and Bands’ running order. Once Sergeant. Jackson from the PSNI was 

happy to let a Glider bus past the entrance,  the Bandmaster Trevor Howard led 

our Parade up the Newtownards Road, it was great to have our Beaver ADC, Peter 

Gilfedder, join us for the outgoing Parade before having to start work. Alongside 
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myself and Ricky Hill, our Deputy County Commissioner, Ben McKeown, was 

present. It was a personal honour to have my youngest son, Daniel, carry the 

District Flag, while the Union Flag was carried by John Bailie, a member of 4
th
 

Group. There was a good crowd of supporters at Ballyhackamore and when we 

turned into Belmont Church Road I noticed several people coming out of their 

houses in support. We arrived at the church in good time and with the various 

Flags lined up outside, thanks Gareth, each Group made their way into church. 

When everybody was in, the Flags followed, thank you to each of the Flag bearers 

representing their own Group, Gareth, Suzanne and Sara Mclachlan for getting 

them through the doors without a pane of broken glass and particularly David 

Kelly and Rachel McMordie and the boys of 99
th
 for doing so well, in Bruce’s 

absence, in receiving them. I would also like to thank the church welcome team, 

sound desk and organist for making us most welcome. Thanks are due to the girls 

from 7
th

 and 4
th

 who helped Nigel and me with the actions that go with the songs 

we sang. Thanks to Alfey Sreenson 24
th
 Scouts and John Murray 7

th
 Scouts for 

reading the passages, before and after Rev. Craig’s illuminated talk on “The Lost 

Sheep”. I must thank Archie McClure 33
rd  

Beaver, Charlie Mills 4
th

 Cub Scout, 

David McDowell 9
th
 Scout for reading the prayers and Noah Lorimer 30

th
 Cub 

Scout,  and one of the 4
th

 Scouts for reading the Cub Scout and Scout Law 

respectively, Suzanne McLachlan and David Bell for leading the promises, and the 

boys from 99
th

 that collected the offering. This came to £470 and will be split 

between the two nominated charities: The Cancer Fund for Children, and Guide 

Dogs for the Blind I thank Ann Hanna for stepping in for our District Treasurer to 

take care of financial matters. Thanks are also due to Betty, Ann Anderson and 

Anne Jackson for their support, and  a special thanks to Iain Hall for his quiet help 

and advice on parades and keeping me right for the most part. I was delighted that 

Betty was able to join us at the service along with our honoured guest, Mary 

Hutchinson, a former Leader with 4
th
 .  After the service Betty joined myself, 

Ricky Hill and Ben McKeown at the front of the Parade back to St. Colmcille’s. 

When everyone was inside the gate the Bandmaster dismissed the Parade. Finally I 

would express my thanks to Ivan and Trevor and the two bands who play for us, 

43
rd

 BB and Symington Memorial, they contribute so much and it wouldn’t be the 

same without their support. 

 

Any omissions or mistakes are entirely my responsibility and I hope you can 

forgive me those that you noticed. As you can see there were a great many people 

involved and I attempted to get every Group present to have some participation in 

the Service. I am grateful to all those who stood up to take part. Thanks, 

 

 James Camlin, Acting DC 
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On Sunday 7
th

 April 4
th

 Cubs together with the rest of our Scout Group in our 75
th
 

Anniversary year, joined with East Belfast District in celebrating St George’s Day 

with a parade and service. It was different to be parading off from St Colmcille’s 

and through the Sunday afternoon lunch trade and coffee drinkers in 

‘Ballysnackamore’. The parade was complimented by the Symington Band and the 

Boys Brigade Band from Dundonald Presbyterian as it continued along Belmont 

Church Road to Belmont Presbyterian Church for a great service by the Rev Nigel 

Craig. Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers and Leaders took part in the service 

reading prayers, Bible verses, Cub and Scout Laws, doing actions, clapping, lifting 

collection (which raised money for Guide Dogs for the Blind and Cancer Fund for 

Children) and of course, carrying flags. The Church looked very well filled and the 

parade was full of colour from Group scarves and flags. We were pleased to have 

former 4
th

 Akela, Mary Hutchinson, as a guest at the service and to see how she is 

doing after losing her own guide dog ‘Truffle’ late last year. Our thanks to Acting 

DC James Camlin and the organisers, supporters along the way, all who attended, 

those who took part, Belmont Presbyterian Church, St Colmcille’s Parish Church 

and the PSNI. It was great to see our DC Betty Robb out to welcome the parade as 

it arrived at Belmont Presbyterian and to parade back with us on our return via 

Earlswood Road for dismissal at St Colmcille’s Parish Church, Ballyhackamore. 

You can see from the photos that 4
th

 Cubs certainly enjoyed their afternoon out for 

this year’s St George’s Day Celebrations. 

Gareth McAuley, 4th Cubs 

St George 

Baden-Powell referred to ‘the Knights of the Round Table in the Arthurian 

Legend and to St George who was their Patron Saint’.  

He then went on: 'He is also the Patron Saint of Scouts everywhere. Therefore 

all Scouts should know his story. St George was typical of what a Scout should 

be…’ 'When he was faced by a difficulty or danger, however great it appeared, 

even in the shape of a dragon - he did not avoid it or fear it but went at it with all 

the power he could. That is exactly the way a Scout should face a difficulty or 

danger no matter how great or how terrifying it may appear. They should go at it 

boldly and confidently, using every power that they can to try and overcome it, 

and the probability is that they will succeed’. ‘On St George’s Day, Scouts 

remind themselves of their Promise and Scout Law. Not that a Scout ever forgets 

either but, on St George's Day, they make a special point of thinking about 

them'. www.scouts.org.uk 
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St George’s Day Parade 2019 
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