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           Scouting East             

The Journal of East Belfast Scouting  
 

No. 400            APRIL 2019  
 

      From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Hello everyone, and welcome to 400
th
 Edition of Scouting East. Although I 

couldn’t persuade all of our Groups and Units to contribute to this milestone 

edition, I am delighted that the newssheet is brimming this month with news and 

photos of District events and competitions – particularly from the Cub Section and 

the St George’s Day Parade- thanks especially to James for again leading from the 

front and setting a high bar for all of us to reach.  It was great to receive news from 

4
th
 Pack and a report from 7

th
’s camp later this month has been promised for the 

May issue. I have added some news of 30
th

 Pack’s visit to the squirrel conservation 

project at Mountstewart, and would welcome thoughts on whether we might offer 

something similar at District level for our often neglected Squirrel Section. It 

would be great to receive more reports from Groups and Units in the months ahead 

and I would like some feedback on the format and content of our District 

newssheet so it can continue to grow and meet the needs of our current members 

and Leaders- I am always keen to publicise the very best that Scouting offers 

across East Belfast and to recognise the achievements of all our members. 

You will discover from reading his column that after much consideration 

James has decided that it is time to take a well-earned rest and he is stepping down 

before the summer from leadership at District level. I would like to add a word of 

thanks on behalf of us all to James, not only for the dedication with which he has 

faithfully organised a full programme of excellent activities and competitions for 

the Cub Section for more than a decade, but particularly for stepping in to keep the 

District running smoothly in Betty’s absence and in the run up to St George’s Day. 

James has appealed for others across the District to now take up the baton he has 

carried, and there are many roles to be filled in addition to ADC (Cubs) to keep the 

District on an even keel. Please carefully consider before the AGM if you, or 

perhaps a parent or former member or Leader from your Group, could fill one of 

the vacant roles.  As I have mentioned before it would also be great too if we 

could revive the embers and breathe new life into the Scout Active Support Unit to 

support behind the scenes in our District.  

Looking forward to catching up with you all at our AGM next month, 

Wishing you God’s richest blessing this Easter time,     David 
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  From the Acting District Commissioner   
 

Dear Leaders,  

 

This is the last Scouting East before our AGM on the 13
th

 May at the McMordie 

Hall at 8.00pm. I hope we will have a good turnout of Leaders representing all 

Groups, all Sections, and all age ranges. It is Your District, I am sure 27
th
 as our 

hosts will put on a good spread and you can use the opportunity to meet with other 

Leaders and share views. It is really important that everybody does their best to 

support the District and Betty our DC in any way they can, at this particular time. 

We were the biggest and most successful District in Belfast, however since the 

amalgamation of South and South-East Districts to form Lagan we are no longer 

the biggest but we can still be the best. There are numerous posts to be filled at the 

AGM, some of which have been omitted since last year, and I would ask that 

members would step up. Every man and every woman has his and her part to play; 

there are always some in any Group who feel they can take the benefits of 

membership without taking on the responsibility and standing up. It was 

noticeable that without members attending County meetings some things were 

overlooked to our cost. If we have sufficient people to do the various jobs it makes 

it easier for everybody. Lesley and Colin will be able to outline posts which 

require to be filled if you are a willing helper. 

 

The irony of this appeal for people to stand up while I myself have decided to 

stand down as ADC (Cubs) is not lost on me. For the last six months I feel like I 

have been appearing on multiple editions of Stars in Their Eyes, “ and tonight 

Jeremy I am going to be …….Chairman of the District Executive, District 

Commissioner, Assistant District Commissioner (Cubs), Assistant County 

Commissioner (Cubs), District Treasurer and acting District Commissioner”. Each 

of these roles I have taken on willingly but the culmination of all this work has 

taken its’ toll. Over the last three months I have put Scouting before my family, 

my job and my mental health. Those closest to me will know I have been pushed 

right to the edge. Again those that know me, are well aware of the way I operate, 

in a fairly direct manner, in order to get things done and get issues addressed. I 

myself am aware that this personality trait is not the best for all personalities or 

every situation however this is the way I operate. I may sometimes in fact be part 

of the problem rather than part of the solution therefore I have decided to step 

back. Whilst I have taken on this temporary position I have attempted to address 

various ongoing issues at Group, District, and County level that have failed to be 

addressed in the past. These include: the discrimination and lack of inclusion of 

many of the Groups in East District, the repayment or not of the Squirrel levy, the 
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increase in the County levy, the lack of Leadership particularly of the Cub section 

at County level, the future of the St. George’s Day Parade, and the lack of awards 

being processed from Northern Ireland. I have continued to run the Cub 

competitions in East and the County swimming gala which we hosted, I have been  

chasing up the County Cub football, although I declined to organise it, and the 

Cub County flag. I have continued to write reports both as ADC and acting DC for 

Scouting East. 

 

I hope you will understand I feel I have played my part and while standing down 

as ADC at our AGM I will continue as Acting DC until the County AGM in June. 

I hope to remain as Akela in 7
th

 Cub Pack and will be fully supportive of both the 

County and the District. 

Best wishes, James 

 
 

 

To All East’s Cub Leaders, I would just like to let you know that at the AGM in 

May I will be stepping down for the second time from my present role as 

ADC(Cubs) after about 12 years in post. In that time I have worked with three 

District Commissioners, Ann Anderson who appointed me to assist my good 

friend John Corry, William Ashenhurst who asked me to continue in the role 

following John’s own retirement after many years’ service, and our current DC 

Betty Robb, who asked me to resume the post after I stepped down the last time. I 

have also worked under various County Commissioners and ACC (Cubs), Derek 

Wheeler R.I.P., David Scott, Stephen Mallet and Ben McKeown. The highlight 

was my involvement in the County Centenary camp at Ardnavalley in 2016 and 

initiating the relationship with Pathways, but I have really enjoyed working with 

the Cubs and their Leaders in East Belfast District. Watching Cubs not only from 

my own Pack but from other packs in the District progress from 8 year old through 

to 11, and then sometimes going on to Scouts and Leadership roles has been a joy 

for me. We in East have a good and varied programme of events throughout the 

year and our Packs have had much success both at County and Northern Ireland 

level. It is my hope that some new people will be able to take it on, I will be 

available to support and guide and I am quite happy for the new folk to add or 

delete from the programme as they see fit. If anybody wishes to contact me with 

questions on the role I will be pleased to answer them as best I can. I have had 

many people from both District and County who have asked hopefully that I 

reconsider, that will not be the case as my mental health would not be able to cope 

at this time, however I will remain with my Pack and in full support of both the 

District and the County. 

James Camlin, ADC (Cub Scouts) 
 
 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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It was great to see so many entries for the District 5 aside football competition. 

From memory this is the first time we have had teams representing all 10 Groups 

in a District competition. We had 16 teams in total, two from 4
th

 10
th
, 27

th
, 30

th
, 

33
rd

 and 99
th

 and one team from 7
th

, 9
th

, 24
th 

and 73
rd

. With 8 teams in each hall 

playing four games each it was a very tight contest with most games being decided 

on just one goal. At the end of the preliminary rounds in hall 1, 4
th

 A and 27
th
 Sky 

could only be separated by a sudden death penalty shoot-out which the 27
th
 won. 

Hall 2 was equally as close with 4
th
 B and 30

th
 B both winning three of their 

games and drawing one. 30
th
 B just nipped top place on goal difference. We then 

had a break for the usual juice and crisps before the semi-finals, 4
th

 A versus 30
th

 B 

and 27
th

 Sky versus 4
th
 B team. Both the teams from 4

th
 got through to the final 

with 27
th

 and 30
th
 B picking up 3

rd
 place medals. The final was once again a very 

close and enthusiastic game and was eventually decided on a sudden death 

penalty, 4
th

 B team being the winners after a very enjoyable evening.  I would like 

to thank all the Leaders for getting such a good turn out and Gareth for taking over 

the running of the competition on the night, Sean and Jonathan for keeping things 

moving and refereeing, all the score and timekeepers, Sam and Ann for looking 

after the much needed refreshments and 9
th
 Group for hosting us again. 

 

 
 

 It was very pleasing this year to have 36 entries for the Easter art competition 

from six packs,4
th

 Boys and Girls, 24
th
, 27

th
, 30

th
 and 33

rd
  in the District. The 4

th
 

girls  set a very high standard but without them having any entries in the 8 year old 

section it was left it open for the boys . I always leave the artistic interpretation 

very open and we had  a great variety of art which was fantastic. From pictures on 

paper or card, decorated hard boiled eggs, eggs made from clay, increasing and 

decreasing circles of card, or papier mache, painted stones , and humpty dumpty 

sitting on a wall. I would like to thank the other judges for helping me in making 

the final difficult decisions. 

 

 

 

James ADC (Cubs) 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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The results are:  

 

 

8 years old 

 

  1
st
  Robert Macpherson   4

th
 Pack (Humpty Dumpty) 

 

                    2
nd

   Harry   McConkey    4
th

 Pack (Green circles) 

 

                    3
rd

   Harry   Morrison      27
th
 Pack (painted blue clay egg) 

 

 

9 years old   
1

st
    Alice Hamilton          4

th
 Pack (egg with chick) 

 

                   2
nd

   James                        33
rd

 Pack (cub scout egg) 

 

                  =3
rd

  Charlie Mills             4
th

 Pack (egg with scout badge) 

 

                  =3
rd

  Megan Duddy            4
th

 Pack (yellow papier Mache egg) 

 

10 years old 

 

 1
st
  Bella Cully                  4

th
 Pack (sensory egg on canvas) 

                      

2
nd

  Sam Geary                33
rd

 Pack (picture on paper) 

 

                3
rd

  Beth McConkey         4
th

 Pack (coloured stone) 
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On Wednesday 3
rd

 April during World Autism Awareness Week the 4
th

 boys took 

time out to consider how it may feel for their friends coming to Cubs and coping 

with autism. (or school or sports etc.)  

We do make a lot of noise in Cubs so for a first time ever we whispered our 

opening Grand Howl which brought awareness to us all of how it created a calm 

atmosphere and felt relaxing.  

The Cubs were agreed on how different this was to our usual opening and thought 

about boys who may wish Cubs started like that every week - but who choose to 

enjoy Cubs and participate despite extra difficulties they may face.  

Gareth, CSL 4th   

       News from 30
th

 Pack     
 

Towards the end of March, 30
th
 Pack started work on the Air Activities Staged 

Activity Badge. After a game of ‘Planes and Helicopters’ instead of the traditional 

‘Ships and Subs’ we had a go at identifying parts of aeroplanes and airline logos 

before making paper planes and gliders and competing to see who could launch 

them furthest, highest, and most spectacular crash landing. We also had a visit 

from Pilot Andy, who went to school with Jack’s Mum and had piloted the plane 

which brought them home from holiday. Andy gave a really informative talk and 

the Cubs were enthralled, with lots of questions afterwards. We hope to complete 

the badge after Easter with a visit to the Ulster Aviation Museum. 

 

In early April, we went along one Thursday evening to Mountstewart to learn 

more about red squirrel conservation – Cubs on the loose in the grounds of a 

stately home- what could possibly go wrong??! Our night started with a talk and 

tour of the indoor exhibit- some of the boys were more fascinated in the details of 

how the grey squirrel predators were humanely killed and even how they had been 

embalmed for the exhibition!! We then headed outdoors: although we are certain 

we saw a red bushy tail, the squirrels had very rapid response times and 

immediately scuttled to safety at the very tops of the trees as soon as they saw us 

coming; the only little creatures left roaming the forest were of the yellow and 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=M94GHUO2&id=7818F195F95E1D430EBF5408373F03BE8109D9D2&thid=OIF.CHiPnWvuD1JAaIx9bC0vWA&mediaurl=https://libcommunications.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/autism-2377410_1280.jpg?w%3d1280&exph=960&expw=1280&q=world+autism+awareness+week+2019&simid=222999745557&selectedIndex=11
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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brown variety. We each buried some peas in the forest floor and then later that 

night tried to see who could remember where they had actually buried them- with 

a less than 25% success rate our own species Cubicus gilnahirkicus is at serious 

risk of extinction (especially as the shaded blue sea-faring predator species 

Cubicus dorotheica is reportedly invading our neighbourhood at an alarming 

rate!). One inventive Cub was disqualified when it was discovered he had buried 

his peas in his trouser pocket. The Sixes then took turns to build dreys suitable for 

red squirrels; they entered into this task with gusto building a millionaires’ 

paradise of squirrel mansions with swimming pools, tennis courts, en-suite 

facilities and penthouse views and elaborate security systems to repel invading 

grey squirrels. Finally we rounded off the night with a game similar to ‘Pirate’s 

Treasure’ where a blindfolded Cub squirrel armed with a plant spray bottle tried to 

ward off predators (the other Cubs) from stealing his food; a high tech intruder 

alarm system saw tambourines attached to the predators to attract attention. All 

this gave Kaa just enough time to hide chocolate eggs for the Cubs to hunt for on 

the way back to the carpark. Many thanks to education officers at Mountstewart 

for a great night. we hope to bring our own 30
th

 Squirrels later in the year and are 

also considering bringing the Explorer Scouts to bivvy overnight.  

 

David, CSL 30th  
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  30
th

 Pack Ganaway Weekend  
 

On the last weekend in March, 28 Cubs from 30
th
 Pack invaded Ganaway for a 

weekend Pack Holiday. With Oak Lodge bursting at the seams, we had to 

commandeer the nearby Glamping Pods in the Hobbit Shire for the sixers and 

seconders, and banish Big Mac and Stephen to a tent. The dates happened to 

coincide with Mothers’ Day (the Mums were convinced we planned this as a treat 

for them!!) and also the fact that the clocks went forward – one less hour’s sleep 

for weary Leaders trying to police the Cubs doggedly determined to do an ‘all-

nighter’. We had a fun mix of instructor-led activities and our own games.  The 

instructors provided archery and zip line, crate stacking and high ropes; a 

particular highlight was the all new commando assault course in the back field 

which our elite forces conquered with true 30
th
 grit and determination. We had the 

enduringly popular cereal box game, Pringles game, Post Box and Generals, fitted 

in some tracking, first aid, mapping and compass work. Despite the mountain of 

supplies the Cubs brought with them and the proximity of the vending machines, 

competition between the sixes was still keen to win bags of sweets on offer as 

prizes in Battleships and our Dutch Auction. We also toasted mallows and had a 

rowdy campfire led by Bagherra Gareth on Saturday evening and a Cubs Own on 

Sunday morning. During the weekend, all of the Cubs were able to complete the 

Backwoods Cooking badge. A big thank you to all of the Leaders who took shifts 

to manage a large and lively Group over the course of the weekend. 

 

David, CSL 30th  
 

 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
https://members.scouts.org.uk/supportresources/4206/backwoods-cooking-activity-badge?moduleID=10&cat=12,67,127
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Bagherra refuses to come done until the Cubs leave! 

 

 
 

Big Mac and Stevie C auditioning for the remake of Last of the Summer Wine! 
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       Events in May    

 
8

th
  Belfast County Cub Scout Five-a-side Football 

  Venue: Ardnavalley Scout Centre 

  Contact: Stephen Mallett, CC 

 

10
th
-12

th
 Belfast County Scout County Flag 

  Venue: Crawfordsburn Scout Centre 

  Contact: Stephen Mallett, CC 

 

13
th
   East Belfast District AGM 

  Venue: 10
th
 HQ McMordie Scout Hall   

  Contact: Colin Jeffries, District Secretary 

  

25
th
   Belfast County Cub Scout County Flag 

  Venue: Ardnavelley Scout Centre 

  Contact: Stephen Mallett, CC 

 

28
th
  East Belfast District First Response Refresher Course 

  Venue: Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church 

  Contact: David Bell, First Response Trainer    
             

 
 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  
 

Not later than 26
th

 April for the May issue please! 

 

 

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

