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           Scouting East             

The Journal of East Belfast Scouting  
 

No. 399            MARCH 2019  
 

      From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Hello everyone, just a reminder that next month marks the 400
th

 edition of 

the newssheet, launched in 1961 as East Belfast News by my predecessor as 

Editor, the late Ernie Sharp, who together with his wife Rhoda, was active in 

leadership in 28
th

 and 47
th
 Groups for many years.  Scouting East became a regular 

monthly feature in 1980. And now for a challenge -wouldn’t it be great if we could 

have news items from all 10 Groups and 5 Units included in the 400
th
 Edition? 

A regular feature in previous years was the District Badge Secretary’s 

Column and annual report compiled for the AGM. I’d be keen to hear thoughts on 

whether and how we could reintroduce this – to find out which badges are most 

popular in our Sections, where there might be scope to run specialised courses at 

District level or identify examiners with appropriate expertise? What sort of badge 

records to Leaders keep- paper records, spreadsheets, receipts from the Scout 

Shop? How easily could Leaders send their records to Jenny for compilation? As a 

minimum could we publish names of all of those obtaining Chief Scout’s Awards? 

Could we award a Trophy or the District Flag annually to the Group completing 

the most badges – perhaps by dividing badges gained by numbers on the census 

return to even things out for smaller Groups and Sections? Please let me know 

your thoughts in advance of this year’s AGM. In years gone by, the District 

Fellowship and Scout Active Support Unit were at the forefront of helping to run 

badge courses or serving as Badge Examinations, and of course helping to 

marshall at District Parades, catering at events and competitions. Wouldn’t it be 

great if we could recruit a new generation of members to SASU, even perhaps 

young adults who have just moved on from the Explorer Section or parents and 

friends of the District who want to maintain their connection but are unable at 

present to commit to helping on a regular basis with a Section? 

 Can I also add a word of thanks on behalf of us all to James, for stepping in 

to keep the District running smoothly in Betty’s absence and especially in regards 

to all of the planning for our St. George’s Day Parade and Service. Please 

encourage all of your members to attend – see you all on 7
th 

April. 

         Best wishes, David 
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  From the Acting District Commissioner   
 

The St. George’s Day Parade preparations are falling into place, I will be 

approaching Leaders to act as marshals for their own group and details of the 

practice, timing and routes should have been circulated to all Section Leaders from 

Janet in HQ. The only suggestion for the collection so far has been Guide Dogs for 

the Blind, If you have any other suggestions please get them to me as soon as 

possible. At the last District meeting we had an open and frank exchange of views 

on the St. Georges Day Parade and its relevance in modern times which I found 

most useful. This will be our major discussion at the AGM to be hosted by 27
th
 

Group in the 10
th
 HQ on the 13

th
 May. I would ask that all Sections and Groups 

have a representation for this important topic in order that the District can decide 

what should happen in the future.  Whilst not wishing to pre-empt the discussion I 

think this may be the last full District parade and as such I would ask those who 

have decided not to take part to reconsider for this year and have all 10 groups in 

the District represented. In the meantime I hope to circulate my views on the 

subject throughout the District and would invite everybody else to do likewise in 

order that we can all come to the AGM with an idea of what others think and 

spend a little less time on the night in discussion.  

 

I have attended County Finance and Executive meetings in the last month and 

have been received with patience and support in the role that I am doing. I was 

pleased that having explained the details of the Squirrel rebate and the need for the 

increase in the County levy, Gary Proctor the County Treasurer agreed to attend 

our own Executive meeting to explain the details to everybody in attendance. The 

County Executive also agreed to inform members of the current plan for 

organising the Cub Section in the County and have sent out details last week. They 

are trialling running the Cub Section without an ACC whilst hoping that the Cub 

team will organise county events; we can watch with interest how this experiment 

plays out. On Thursday last, 21
st
, I attended the City Hall for the presentation of 

the County Flags by the Lord Mayor and the High Sheriff. I was most 

disappointed that 27
th
 Scouts said that they were too busy to attend, and that their 

Scouts who had won the competition were not able to enjoy the honour and 

hospitality provided by Belfast’s first citizen. The Lord Mayor was most gracious 

in understanding as she herself had just been hosting a reception for Downs 

Syndrome Day and is well aware of all the issues of time management. We 

however had a wonderful evening with 6 Cubs from 115
th

 Belvoir Estate and their 

parents. The Lord Mayor was a credit to the office she holds and spent a couple of 

hours with the boys and girls letting them all try on the robes and chains of office 
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and had lots of chocolate biscuits, so many in fact I was able to bring some home 

to Betty.  It is a wonderful memory for this year’s award winning Cubs. 

 

Betty herself is getting stronger each week and is most grateful for all the good 

wishes that you convey to her through me whenever I meet you. 

 

Best wishes, James 
 

 
                  

 

Well done to 30
th
 and 4

th
 Packs who represented our District at the NI Quiz finals.  

30
th
 won the Belfast County Shield and were second overall in NI. 

 

The next District event is the St. George’s Day parade on 7
th
 April and as the main 

organiser in my role as acting DC, I hope for plenty of support from the District 

Cub Packs. 

 

On 9
th

 April we have the indoor 5 aside football competition hosted by 9
th

 at 

Sydenham Methodist Church, entries should be with me by Tuesday 2
nd

 April -at 

present I only have 3 entries. On the same night we have the judging of the art 

competition with 3 age groups -under 9, under 10 and under 11. 

 

You will have noted that the County have now confirmed the dates for the outside 

football as 7
th

 May at Playball Stormont and the County Flag as 25
th

 May at 

Ardnavalley. I would like to ask for 2 or 4 volunteers to run two bases at the 

County Flag on behalf of East District, in order to ease the burden of my current 

work load. Please get in touch by mail, text or phone on 07918885400. 

  

There has been a suggestion to run a cross-country event either in June or in 

September, I have asked for volunteers to run this event in the past and so far no 

one has put their hand up, if anybody wants to take it on let me know, otherwise it 

will not take place. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you all on the 7
th,

  

 

James ADC (Cubs) 
 

 
 
 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/


 
4 

    Northern Ireland Cub Quiz    
     
East District was represented at the NI Quiz final by teams from 4

th
 and 30

th
 Packs. 

The Quiz was held at Lough Neagh Discovery Centre on 2
nd

 March, hosted by 

County Armagh with over 20 teams attending from across Northern Ireland taking 

part.  While the Cubs faced their Mensa entrance exam in one room, the parents 

and Leaders were corralled in the pleasant surroundings of the café, with lots of 

specialty coffees and tempting traybakes on offer for the sweet-toothed. Many 

thanks to Ciaran McIlwee and team for organising and to Tayto for providing 

some of the prizes. I’m pleased to report that 30
th
 Pack won the Belfast County 

Shield and came second overall. Well done to Jack, Oliver, Nathan and Daniel. 

 

David, CSL 30th  
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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News from the Ballyhanwood Unit 

8 Members of the Ballyhanwood Unit and Network recently 

took on the new Ninja Warrior Course at ‘We are Vertigo’ T13 Titanic Quarter. 

Impressive feats of daredevil agility, stamina and strength were on display and 

some very fast times were recorded.  Next stop the televised national finals?  

 

Several members of the Unit also joined up with Alan and the lads 

from Gilnahirk Unit for another Try Dive, scuba dive taster session with the 

instructors from Lisburn Sub Aqua Club at Lisburn Leisureplex.  Some photos are 

included here but a short movie can also be viewed online here 

https://youtu.be/29aBNHQ05DQ. 

David, ESL Ballyhanwood 
 

      

http://www.silchester-scouts.org.uk/
http://www.silchester-scouts.org.uk/
https://youtu.be/29aBNHQ05DQ
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       News from 30
th

 Pack     
 

During February, we completed the Road Safety badge using a 

resource from the Scout website, making crash test dummies from eggs and junk 

craft cars to reinforce the importance of wearing seat belts. Needless to say the 

Cubs had a smashing time sending them down the ramp and there were few 

survivors from amongst our egg volunteers, but the important message got across.  

We also made pancakes and had a number of pancake tossing relays (this time 

using mock pancakes cut from old carpet). The next week we worked on the Home 

Safety Badge, with input from Phoenix Gas, NIE, and Health and Safety Reps 

from the council and our own local church, as well as Sonny’s Dad Gary, a local 

plumber. Many thanks to all of our contributors for organising some very 

informative and interactive activities for the Cubs to earn their badges. 

The following week we had a visit from Janet from the Assisi Trust, 

together with her adorable and extremely well-behaved dog, Dora. The not so well 

behaved and somewhat less adorable Cubs bombarded Janet with lots of questions 

but seemed genuinely interested in her replies and had lots of stories to tell about 

their own pets. Dora meanwhile munched contentedly through the chicken 

drumsticks we had given her. 

In March we organised an Italian night as part of an international 

themed programme. Each InterSix Challenge focused on a different Italian city. 

We had gondola races in Venice (teams crossing the hall on chairs and avoiding 

falling into the water), art in Florence (making a picture from assorted pieces of 

pasta), relays identifying the pasta shape and designing different pizza toppings in 

Bologna and a fashion show on the catwalk in Milan (dressing Sixers using 

newspaper).  Highlight of the night was undoubtedly the Mafia shootout in Sicily. 

Teams had to run up, take a squeezy bottle out of a locked case when their number 

was called and be first to squirt a target (which just happened to be a piece of 

paper held up by Carlos- unfortunately Carlos got rather wet but at least he didn’t 

end up ‘sleeping with the fishies’). We rounded off the night with panini pizzas. 

 
David, CSL 30th  

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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  Belfast County Five-a-side  
 

County Five aside was held at Boys Model on Friday 8
th

 March. There was a great 

turn out and each game lasted five minutes. The 30th's team  Captain Ryder, Cody, 

Ben, Robin, Josh and Andrew played some exceptional football. The team made it 

through into the semi-finals playing the 4th B Team. and winning 3-1. In the final 

the 30th were up against the 4th A Team ,this time playing four minutes each way. 

The final was tense with the 4th getting the first goal. The 30th equalised before 

the half time whistle. The second half remained goalless and the match went into 

extra time which saw the 4th scoring the winning goal. Well done to the 4th A 

Team and all those who took part. Special mention goes to Simon Barber for 

organising and thanks to Trevor and Stevie who tried to referee!   

 
Stevie Whyte, SL 30th    

  

  
 

 

http://www.99th-reading.org.uk/index.php/activity-programmes/
http://www.99th-reading.org.uk/index.php/activity-programmes/
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Many thanks to John Lyons, 62
nd

 Lagan District, for the above contribution. 
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                            Events in March 

 
25

th
   East Belfast District Executive Meeting 

  Venue: 10
th
 HQ McMordie Scout Hall 

  Contact: Colin Jeffries, District Secretary  

 

   Events in April 
 

(5
th
) 7

th
 (Rehearsal) St George’s Day Parade and Service 

  Venue: Belmont Presbyterian Church 

  Contact: James Camlin, ADC (Cub Scouts) 

 

9
th
  East Belfast District Cub Scout 5-a-side Football 

  Venue: Sydenham Methodist Church 

  Contact: James Camlin, ADC (Cub Scouts) 
             

 

  
 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  
 

Not later than 19
th

 April for the April issue please! 

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

