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           Scouting East             

The Journal of East Belfast Scouting  
 

No. 397           JANUARY 2019  
 

      From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Hello everyone and Happy New Year to all of our members, Leaders, Executive 

and Team! I hope that you all enjoyed the Christmas break and are looking 

forward to an exciting year ahead in the District. A special mention to Bruce and 

99th Cubs for sending East’s Editor a delightful Christmas card once again this year 

(enclosed in this issue).  There are lots of competitions planned for our Sections 

over the next few weeks and I would encourage you all to take part and perhaps 

even send the Editor a report and some photos afterwards. 

 

I hope to organise another First Response course over two nights in early April, 

with a one night refresher course in May.  Please contact me if you would like to 

register for either course.  As you will see from Betty’s column, she has asked me 

to help with the census return: please can you send me names and appointments of 

adult Leaders and names and ages of Young Leaders for cross-checking with 

District personnel and Explorer Unit returns.  

 

QUB Medical Students are currently in our District again this year, running the 

Emergency Aid Stage 3 badge for 4
th
 and 27

th
 Packs.  Antonia is also planning for 

a further swimming badge night soon. I am currently putting together the 

programme for a Home Safety Badge for my own Cubs in late February, with 

contributions from PSNI, Phoenix Gas, NIE and the local Council.  I might be able 

to squeeze in a few more if any other Cubs wanted to join in to complete this 

badge, or I could send you the list of contacts to help you arrange something 

similar for your own Packs.  If you have any ideas for other badge courses for any 

Section in the District please let me know. 

 

Glancing upwards you will notice that between my predecessor Ernie and I, we 

have now chalked up 397 editions of the newssheet.  Wouldn’t it be great if we 

had every Group and Unit represented by writing in with some news and photos 

for the 400
th
 edition in April?    Best wishes, David 
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  From the District Commissioner    
 

Hi Folks, 
 

Happy New Year to everyone across the District!  As we start 2019, there are a 

number of events coming up:  for the Beavers, the Unihoc competition will take 

place on 9
th
 February, while the Cubs have the County Gala on 1

st
 February and 

District Quiz on 11
th
 February. The Scout Section has five-a-side football also on 

1
st
 February. I would encourage all of our Groups to advertise these events to their 

members and consider entering a team(s).  

 

The deadline is looming for completion of the annual Census return which will be 

completed online again this year. https://census.scouts.org.uk/.  Group Scout 

Leaders or nominated Group Contacts and Explorer Scout Leaders should have 

received an automated email from HQ recently regarding instructions for 

completing the census return by 31st January, together with login details. Thanks to 

those Leaders who have already completed their return.  I have asked David to 

help me again with this year’s census return on behalf of East District and I would 

be very grateful if you could all send him the information he has requested 

promptly as this is needed to finalise an accurate District return and avoid any 

duplication or overpayment.  NI Squirrel Association Census will be completed 

separately and further information will be circulated once this becomes available. 

The HQ capitation fee this year is £28 for all members under 18. Belfast County 

Executive Committee has taken the decision to increase the County Levy from £1 

to £2 and also to apply this to adult membership across the County. As a 

consequence, the total fee this year will be £30 for youth members and £2 for adult 

members.  After lengthy discussion at the District Executive last Monday, the 

decision was taken that for this year only the District will absorb the increase and 

contribute £1 for every youth and adult member in East Belfast.  The District 

Treasurer will therefore invoice each Group and Unit £29 per youth member and 

£1 per adult member in February once the census is finalised. Please remember 

that each Group and Unit is required to forward a copy of their annual audited 

accounts to Suzi Jeffries to comply with POR and NI Charity Commission. 

 

I will send confirmation of the arrangements for our next Scouters’ meeting in 

February in due course.  This year’s St George’s Day Parade will be hosted by 24
th
 

Belfast at Knock Methodist, at the earlier date of 7
th
 April on account of the Easter 

Holidays. Can I please encourage in advance a full turnout from all Groups and 

Units to join with 24
th
 in celebrating this landmark occasion. 

Best Wishes, Betty   

https://census.scouts.org.uk/
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Happy New Year to you all, I hope you had a nice break for Christmas and have 

started the new season refreshed.  Thank you to the Packs that entered the 

Christmas card competition, once again, a high standard was set by 4
th

.  

 

The next event is the County swimming gala at Campbell College on Friday 1
st
 

February. I hope your Cubs will enjoy this as East District are usually well 

represented and it is on our doorstep. If you have not received details from Ben let 

me know and I will send you an entry form. 

 

On Monday 11
th

 February, 30
th

 Pack are hosting the District quiz at their Hall in 

Gilnahirk, we would hope to start at 6.30pm and finish about 8.30pm. The entry 

fee is £5 per team of four Cubs. Please be aware that this year the Cubs can be of 

any age for the District competition, however I have no details of any age 

requirements for the Northern Ireland final. This could lead to a situation where 

our winning team may not all be able to take part in the final if NI have age 

restrictions. I will keep you informed if I get a further update which I have 

requested. 

 

I hope that the District five-a-side football competition will be hosted by 9
th

 Pack 

at Sydenham Methodist on the Tuesday evening before Holy week, which I think 

is 2nd April. I am waiting for confirmation that this will still suit them this year 

and will let you know closer to the time. The annual art competition will be judged 

on the same evening with this year’s subject being to design an Easter egg.  

 

At present I have no knowledge of dates for the County Flag competition, usually 

May, or the County five a side competition; once again when I hear I will pass on 

the information. Last year I asked for your feedback on a possible  District Flag 

competition  I have had no comments so far. 

 

 I look forward to meeting you and your Cubs at some of the activities organised. 

Best wishes, James 

 

James Camlin ADC (Cub Scouts)                                                               

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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This year’s East Belfast District Beavers Unihoc Competition will be held on the 

9
th

 February at Sydenham Methodist Church. The church can be found on the 

junction of Station Road and Palmerston Road. It will run from 12:45 until 

approximately 3:30pm. The cost for this event is £6 per team, with 6 Beavers per 

team.  Colonies with 24 Beavers or more may enter two teams. If you could let me 

know if you are entering a team and how many you are entering by 1
st
  February 

that would be great. Yours in Scouting, Peter  

 

Peter Gilfedder, ADC (Beaver Scouts) 

 News from Ballyhanwood Unit   
 

22 Explorer Scouts and 30
th
 Leaders gathered together for a pre-Christmas meal at 

Acapulco Mexican Restaurant at Ballyhackamore. Despite the generous portions 

of delicious food, most of the Explorers still found room to continue the party 

afterwards at Maud’s across the road for ice cream. New Year Resolutions made 

on the night included plans to conquer Slemish Mountain on New Year’s Day.  A 

few hearty 30
th

 Leaders did surface early and made it to the summit before 

lunchtime, but alas the Explorers were still tucked up at home in bed.  Our first 

activity of 2019 was to visit another Escape Room in the centre of Belfast.  This 

time there was a Game of Thrones theme and costumes were obligatory.  With lots 

of prompting and some assistance from ASL Simon, an avid GoT fan, our guys 

made it out of the room with seconds to spare. 

 

David , ESL  Ballyhanwood Unit 
 

PS I currently have an enthusiastic bunch of Leaders now of Scout Network age 

who delight in telling me frequently that I’ve had a few too many birthdays and 

that my hairline is now receding at an alarming rate.  I hope to nudge them 

towards completion of Queen’s Scout and DoE Awards before they each reach 

their quarter century.  If there any others in East who might be interested in getting 

Network up and running on a regular basis or perhaps even a one-off overseas 

service project during the summer please let me know and I can try to put 

everyone in contact and would be very willing to help with organisation. 
 

 

 

http://ladybrookvalleyscouts.org.uk/beaverscouts.html
https://www.logolynx.com/topic/explorer+scout
https://www.logolynx.com/topic/explorer+scout
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       News from 30
th

 Pack     
 

30
th
 Pack eased back after Christmas with a board games night on the first 

Thursday of 2019.  The Cubs enjoyed a large variety of board games, some the 

Leaders had not heard of before, and there was lively banter around the room 

amongst generous helpings of juice, sweets and chocolate left over from 

Christmas. The Scout Leader formerly known as Big Mac (alas no longer due to a 

recent European Court Ruling!!)- now ‘Generic Large Person’- aka Simon also 

joined us and brought along ‘Scout Edition Monopoly’ which he received as a 

Christmas Present. Meanwhile Bagherra Gareth got press-ganged into playing 

Twister with some of the younger Cubs – but some Deep Heat and Ibuleve soon 

had him sorted again. 

 

The following week we had a space themed evening. We played Planet fruit salad 

and Can’t Cross the Galax-sea.  This was followed by Spaceships and Subs with 

actions including ET, Darth Vadar, Daleks, Clingons on the Starboard side, beam 

me up and C3PO.  Next the Sixes took it in turn to move like an army of space 

invaders while trying to dodge spongeball asteroids lobbed at them by the other 

Sixes.  Last Six standing was the winner, with a record of 1 minute 37 seconds! 

Our final game of the evening was a Crystal Maze style challenge. Members of 

each Six took it in turn to try to cross a 7 x 7 grid across the galaxy with hidden 

black holes, and assorted aliens and Daleks.  There was also a Tardis square which 

saw an unsuspecting Cub randomly transported to another square on the grid, on 

which a Dalek or alien might or might not be already lurking,  a moonwalk square- 

2 steps in any direction, and a’ test your knowledge of space’ question square. 

Special thanks to Carlos for organising the fantastic sound effects to accompany 

whatever square an unsuspecting Cub selected. Alas, sadly only two of our little 

star-trekkers made it safely across to the other side! 

 

The next week provided an opportunity to complete the Pioneer badge we had 

started before Christmas. As part of this we constructed bamboo tripods with 

square lashings and suspended a stone like a pendulum inside a tin can. The idea 

was to carry the tripod very carefully over an assault course without the stone 

clanking inside the metal can.  Official adjudicator Carlos was on hand with his 

supersonic hearing to make sure there was no cheating on the night! 

 

We also had a visit in January from the QUB Fencing Club, who had recently 

purchased some plastic foils and an electronic target.  Our little band of Zorros 

took to this with great enthusiasm and were soon kitted out and swashbuckling  

across the floor.  Bagherra Gareth was also persuaded to don protective head gear- 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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see the photo included of him demonstrating the latest in Cub Leader – anti Cub 

protective shielding. Many thanks to Lydia and her team for a great night. 

 

We are currently planning for our ‘non-sleeping’ over at the Church Hall in early 

February. A large attendance and little sleep is anticipated. The Leaders were 

somewhat amused by the responses from parents to the question of what DVD 

should we show the boys when they settle down into their sleeping bags -  

‘something long and boring to make them fall asleep’, ‘Hallowe’en’, ‘Pacific Rim- 

giant robots fighting giant creatures’, ‘nothing scary or weird or I’ll be getting a 

phone call and will have to get out of bed to pick my Cub up’ . Reckon regardless 

of the choice of DVD it is the Leaders who will need therapy by the morning.  Our 

all-nighter will be followed immediately by our Big Breakfast fundraiser for the 

Cubs’ families and members of the congregation -9.00-11.30am.  If any fellow 

Leaders or Commissioners in East would like to call in on 9
th
 February for a 

cooked or continental breakfast, including Akela’s infamous French Toast, all 

served with a smile by a bleary eyed Cub waiter, please do. All donations can be 

given on the day and we won’t turn anyone away.  

 

Finally, a fond farewell to Sixers, Logan and Jamie, who are being pensioned off 

to the Scout Troop at the end of this month. 

David, CSL 30th  
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‘I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year- “Give me a 

light that I may tread safely into the unknown” And he replied “Go out into the 

darkness and put your hand into the Hand of God. That shall be for you better 

than light and safer than a known way” From a poem by Minnie Louise Haskins 

(1875-1957) 
 

    

     Events in January  

  

21
st
    East Belfast District Executive Meeting  

  Venue: 10
th
 HQ, McMordie Scout Hall 

  Contact: Colin Jeffries, District Secretary 

   

   Events in February 
 

1
st
  Belfast County Cub Scout Swimming Gala  

  Venue: Campbell College Pool 

  Contact: James Camlin, ADC (Cub Scouts)   

 

1
st
  East Belfast District Scout Five-a-side 

  Venue: Campbell College  

  Contact: Alan Campbell, ADC (Scouts) 

 

9
th  

East Belfast District Beaver Scout Unihoc 

  Venue: 9
th

 HQ, Sydenham Methodist Church 

  Contact: Peter Gilfedder, ADC (Beavers) 

 

11
th
  East Belfast District Cub Scout Quiz 

  Venue: 30
th
 HQ Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church 

  Contact: James Camlin, ADC (Cub Scouts)  
 

             

 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  
 

Not later than 21
st
 February for the February issue please! 

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

