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       From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Hello everyone,  

How quickly 2018 has flown in and Christmas is almost upon us again. As 

we come to the end of another calendar year thanks are due to DC Betty and her 

Team for the varied and exciting programme they provide for our Sections and the 

leadership they give to East District. A big thank you also to the District Executive 

for their continuing support behind the scenes, and to all of our Leaders who 

faithfully volunteer in our Groups and Sections week by week. 

I was saddened to learn of the death of President George HW Bush on 30
th
 

November, with his State Funeral taking place in Washington on 5
th

 December.  

There is much to celebrate about a long life lived to the full- from courageous 

navy pilot in WWII to steadfast 41
st
 President of USA during the collapse of 

communism in Eastern Europe, and the fall of the Berlin Wall. A good and 

honourable man, one of the causes President Bush was most closely associated 

with was the Points of Light Foundation, and he spoke often about the 

importance of community organisations spread like stars throughout the world, a 

thousand points of light, doing good. This came to mind when I received the item 

from Jill about 4
th

 Troop’s involvement with ‘Two Tins from Tesco’ and the 

passage in Matthew’s Gospel. As Christmas approaches, I would encourage all of 

our Groups and Sections to consider how they too might do a good turn for others 

less fortunate than themselves, due to poverty, loneliness, sickness or infirmity 

that we might also shine like stars in our own local community of East Belfast. I 

heard too that some Groups had recently visited the ‘Follow the Star’ event 

organised by the Methodist Church in Ireland and I was reminded of the bright star 

that shone over a humble stable in Bethlehem that first Christmas. I hope that 

amidst all the busyness of the preparations for the holiday season, none of us will 

forget the true meaning of Christmas and amongst all the parties and presents we 

will remember the real reason for the celebrations and will encourage the young 

people in our Groups and Sections to reflect on the birth of Jesus, God’s Son, to be 

our Saviour. With best wishes for a peaceful, relaxing and well-deserved break.  

Merry Christmas, David 
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  From the District Commissioner    
 

Hi Folks, 
 

 

A big thank you to all those who attended the Safeguarding Training at Knock 

Presbyterian recently, with more than 20 Leaders completing this training.  A 

gentle reminder that all Leaders need to complete mandatory safeguarding, safety 

and first aid training and that the GDPR e-learning needs to be done before the end 

of the year. It is also important that AccessNI checks and rechecks are completed 

promptly- I have been informed recently by HQ of a number of adults in the 

District whose appointments have been temporarily suspended because the 

necessary checks are not in place. The new online process is fairly straightforward 

and does not take long but if anyone needs help completing please let me know. 

The District Census will soon be upon us again – please watch out for further 

updates from the District Secretary in the next few weeks and start to get all the 

information gathered together to enable you to complete your Section return. 

 

It has been a pleasure as DC to get to go around the District in 2018 and to see all 

that is happening in our Groups and Units, particularly to be asked to award 

badges and trophies to our boys and girls, and service awards to Leaders. I would 

like to thank all of you for your work with our young people each week and of 

course everything else as well -the meetings, competitions, church services and 

camps and not forgetting all the admin and prep too. I realise that often it stretches 

well beyond merely an hour or two one night a week and I do appreciate the 

commitment of all of our Leaders; and I know all our boys and girls and their 

parents do too.  Thank you and please keep up the good work in 2019! 

 

As the holiday season approaches, our thoughts are with those in our District who 

have been unwell recently or have lost loved ones in the last year and who will 

miss them especially at Christmas. I was pleased to hear that our District 

President, Ann Anderson, is feeling better and has been out and about again with 

9
th
 recently. I would like to send our love to Mary Hutchinson, former Leader at 

4
th

- Mary is visually impaired and shortly after I was chatting with her at the 4
th

’s 

Anniversary Service, Mary received some very sad news from the vet that her 

guide dog which had become unwell had to be put to sleep. 

 

On behalf of the District Team, can I take this opportunity to wish all of our 

members and Leaders and their families a very Merry Christmas,   

          Betty   
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A further swimming badge night was held at Ards Pool on 30
th
 November.  Over 

the two nights, this resulted in 21 Cubs earning stage one (8 from 4
th

, 7 from 7
th

, 1 

from 27
th

 and 5 from 30
th
) and 23 Cubs earning stage two (14 from 4

th
, 1 from 7

th
, 

4 from 27
th
 and 4 from 30

th
).  There are plans to offer stages 3 and 4 to Cubs and 

Scouts in the longer pool at Bangor next February. If any Packs have Cubs who 

would like to attempt these higher stages, or indeed any more interest in stages one 

and two please let me know. Many thanks to Antonia and Steve for examining the 

swimmers. 

 

The Belfast County Swimming Gala is planned for Friday night 1
st
 

February at Campbell College Pool. Further details and an entry form will be 

circulated in January. 

 

The District Quiz will be hosted by 30
th

 Pack at Gilnahirk 

Presbyterian (Stye Brae Upper Hall) on Monday evening 11
th

 February 

commencing at 6.45pm.  Team of 4 (with 2 members aged under 9 years). Further 

details to follow. 

 

Many thanks to all the Cub Leaders for your support during 2018 and for all the 

work with your own Cubs every week.  I look forward to working with you in 

2019 to give all of the Cubs in East Belfast the best Cub Scouting we can offer. 

 

Merry Christmas, 

James Camlin ADC (Cub Scouts)                                                               

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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   News from 4
th

 Troop     
 

One of the most rewarding duties of the Group Scout Leader is to visit one of our 

Sections and see the young people engaged in their Scouting activities. Therefore, 

it was with great pleasure that I attended the investiture of ten scouts of 4
th

 Scout 

Group and witnessed them make their promise. 

The scout promise has four parts which are explained to them as they prepare to 

make that promise 

"On my honour, I promise that I will do my best"  

You will do as well as you are able, because it is very important to you.  

"to do my duty to God and to the Queen"  

Duties are those tasks which you have to do. You should try to do those things you 

know need doing before someone else tells you to do them.  

"to help other people"  

Whenever you see someone in need of help, don't let them struggle, find out if 

there is anything you can do to help. 

"And to keep the Scout Law"  

 As I’d headed upstairs to the Scout hall, I’d passed two tables groaning with the 

weight of tinned food. On investigation it became evident that the Scouts had been 

doing their duty to God and helping other people. The Scouts had been involved in 

a “Two tins from Tesco” project and had gathered an amazing amount of food for 

Storehouse. There are many people in our community who rely on the generosity 

of others for their daily food and our Scouts have gone a long way to provide for 

many of these people.  

http://www.1stettingshallscouts.co.uk/
http://www.1stettingshallscouts.co.uk/
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We read in Matthew 25:31-46 New International Version (NIV) 

 
34 

“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my 

Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of 

the world. 
35 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 

you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 
36 

I 

needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in 

prison and you came to visit me.’ 

37 
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 

feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink?
38 

When did we see you a 

stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
39 

When did we see 

you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 

40 
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of 

these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

It is a delight to see our young Scouts engaged so enthusiastically in this project. 

Well done everyone involved. 

Jill Ashenhurst, 4th GSL 
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   News from 99
th

 Belmont Troop     
 

Scouts at the Ice Hockey! 
 

On Friday 23 November an excited group of Belmont Scouts and some older Cubs 

attended an American Universities' Ice Hockey match at SSE Arena. It was a great 

help to be offered complimentary tickets by Belfast Giants (thank you Susan Hoey 

!) It was known as 'The Friendship Four Tournament ' and we saw Boston 

University (BU,Terriers) play University of Connecticut (UConn, Huskies) . 

A thrilling match from start to finish, both teams played well with the final score 

3-2 to BU. This secured them a place in the finals, giving them a shot at winning 

the prestigious Belpot Trophy! Everyone enjoyed the game and soaked up the 

lively atmosphere. Not knowing much about ice hockey I still enjoyed and 

appreciated the experience. I would highly recommend this troop outing being 

repeated (especially if we are lucky enough to get complimentary tickets 

again!) Maybe even next time getting to see The Belfast Giants! Thanks to Peter 

Boyd for being our 'leader in charge on the night '. 

Robbie Richmond  
 

 

http://www.1stettingshallscouts.co.uk/
http://www.1stettingshallscouts.co.uk/
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Scouts – Climbing and Laserquest! 
 

On our normal scout night, we have three Patrols; the Falcons, the Ravens and the 

Owls.  It is always brilliant fun as we get to play games and meet our friends and 

learn new skills.  One week this new term we had to think of the most useful 

things we would need if we were stranded on a desert island and although “mobile 

phones” were thought essential they weren’t even on the list we had to put in order 

of most usefulness!! Scouts also go on lots of trips, and as well as the recent Ice 

Hockey outing which included some senior Cubs, we went to Laser Quest and 

Rock Climbing at the Ozone Centre in Ormeau Park. The rock climbing was 

manned by professional helpers and we were able to try and climb to the top of the 

walls whilst in harness then attempt to abseil down again. We loved it. We were 

also able to play laser quest and run around in the dark and see who could get the 

most shots on target. Scouts are really good and we thank the leaders who 

volunteer to help us each week.  

 

Josh Boyd 
 

 

 
 
 

Bruce McCormack, 99th GSL 
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News from 30
th

 Colony    
 

On a clear and dry Monday evening in December, 28 Beavers and their weary 

Leaders headed to McDonald's at East Link to round off what has been a busy 

Autumn term. On arrival the enthusiastic gathering crowded the front entrance and 

peered through the glass at the already seated diners, looking as though they hadn't 

been fed for the past month. Lauren the duty manageress had reserved a section for 

us and it was forward thinking. The Colony charged in like the cast of Ben Hur.  

Before we knew it they had dived on the display of balloons and were using them 

as swords and battering rams. Ameek soon intervened, removing the 'weapons' and 

had them sitting like they were in school assembly.  Orders were taken, changes 

were made and drinks were spilt. Ketchup ended up in trainers, and Bbq sauce in 

hair, but in no time the food was devoured.  This only left time for the Happy Meal 

Animal Jam figures to be swapped and go head to head with each other.  We did 

hope to see one of our ex Beavers who is part of the management team, but we 

think he was previously warned about our pending visit and took a shift in another 

branch. Having escorted the Beavers back outside Ameek followed with the 

previously confiscated balloons. It was a job keeping her on the ground as a sharp 

gust of wind could easily have had her drifting in the air to the top of the mound in 

the Moat Park.  A great evening was enjoyed by all, and hopefully we will be 

allowed to return in the not too distant future. 

 

Donna Hawthorne, 30th ABSL 
 

 

http://penparcauscouts.org.uk/sections/beavers/
http://penparcauscouts.org.uk/sections/beavers/
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 News from Ballyhanwood Unit   
 

 

The Ballyhanwood Unit ventured down to Field of Dreams outside Newtownards 

for a Clay pigeon shoot on a bitterly cold Saturday afternoon in November. We 

were met by our instructors, Greg and Les, who ushered us inside for freshly 

baked lemon drizzle cake and hot drinks while they ran through the safety brief 

and sized us up to work out our dominant eye and suitable weapon for each of us. 

After this we headed outside to take up position. Alex’s Mum, Alison, chose to 

make a dramatic entrance, hitching a lift Private Benjamin style with Greg on his 

army jeep.  We divided into two groups, alternating between an easier and more 

difficult shooting position with varying degrees of success.  Our crack shot -and 

inaugural winner of the Elmer Fudd award- proved to be Cool Hand Luke, who hit 

the majority of clays hurtling across the sky at him.  There were a few unscripted 

moments however, particularly when a real pigeon wandered into firing range in 

the middle of the clays whizzing past just as Carlos was taking a shot, and perhaps 

more alarmingly the light aircraft from nearby Newtownards Airport which maybe 

got a little too close for comfort as Big Mac was shooting!!  A fun afternoon and 

one we would be keen to repeat.  Greg also suggested the possibility of a District 

or County Competition for Explorers or Network in future if we are interested.    

 

The Unit have also been conscripted for a walk-on part in the Church Panto, 

Robinella and Cinderhood, and were a late addition to swell the numbers of the 

Cub Scout Hand bell Choir at the recent Youth Organisation’s Christmas Service. 

Plans are in place for a Christmas Dinner and trip to Escape Rooms over the 

holiday period. 

 

David and Shane, ESL/AESL Ballyhanwood Unit 
 

 

    

https://www.logolynx.com/topic/explorer+scout
https://www.logolynx.com/topic/explorer+scout
http://clipart-library.com/sporting-clays-cliparts.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elmer_Fudd
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http://worldartsme.com/clay-pigeon-clipart.html
http://clipart-library.com/sporting-clays-cliparts.html
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       News from 30
th

 Pack  
 

November had a particularly musical feel at Gilnahirk. The Cubs learned how to 

play hand bells and rehearsed a modern version of Away in a Manager.  The world 

premiere performance of the Gilnahirk Cub Scout Hand Bell Choir took place at 

our Church Service in December.  Rev Moore gave us quite a build –up; he was 

correct in some regards- it was a first, it was memorable if not especially melodic, 

and it was not likely to be repeated any time soon!!  30
th

’s answer to Gareth 

Malone,  Bagherra Gareth Thompson, was on hand to conduct the Cubs (and the 

Explorers conscripted to help) having been a member of a hand bell choir during 

his time in New Wilmington, Pennsylvania last year so he allegedly knew what he 

was meant to be doing. Thanks too to Andrea Harbinson, a local music therapist 

from Holywood, who helped to tutor the Cubs (not too sure if the sound the Cubs 

eventually made was at all therapeutic, but I can confirm that Gareth is in need of 

therapy of his own after the performance!!).  

 

We also had the bright idea to record the Cubs singing a compilation of campfire 

songs and sell CDs as a fundraiser. Many thanks to Colin McRoberts for recording 

and to Stephen Jordan for guitar accompaniment. Akela was presented with the 

first disc and almost crashed the car listening to that dreaded Moose Song on the 

way home.  His concerns were reinforced when he played the rest of the CD in the 

car the next day and his mother tried to open the passenger door at 40 miles per 

hour.  Undeterred, Carlos burned 100 CDs (despite the suggestion he should 

literally have burned the first one and just left it at that)- we eventually decided to 

give them away to the Cubs’ parents and grandparents as Christmas presents rather 

than sell them for profit. There are a few left if anyone would like one. On a 

positive note, the Cubs did fulfil requirements for musician and entertainer badges. 

 

In December, we made Christmas craft from pine cones- see examples on the 

following pages. Some of these looked more like scary aliens but the thought was 

there.  The Explorers and Carlos were on hand to ‘help’ – this included attacking 

Akela and Bagherra  from behind with spray snow and trying to glue ‘eyes’ onto 

the backs of their heads!!!  We made a few extra and selected the best 5 figures so 

that each Six could give one along with a card and present to an elderly member of 

the congregation as a Christmas good turn. We rounded off 2018 with a visit to the 

Strand Cinema to view Fantastic Beasts 2. After our own collection of ‘little 

beasts’ had run amok in the cinema sweetshop we settled down to enjoy the film. 

Akela had some wizardry of his own up his sleeve having conjured up extra law 

enforcement on the night in the guise of the Explorer Scouts!   

David, CSL 30th  

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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 News from 30
th

 Troop  

 
30

th
 started the month off with a sewing lesson from Mrs Stephen Chambers 

(Carol), now they should be able to sew their own badges on. After selling poppies 

at Kings Square they took part in the annual Remembrance Sunday Parade with 

the members of the Royal British Legion on 11
th
 November. Other activities the 

Troop took part in were the annual basketball tournament hosted by 7
th

 at 

Dundonald Methodist Church. Well done to 4
th

 /24
th

 who won. The Scouts have 

been practising their lashings by making giant catapults with staves and elastic 

tubing. Simon also showed the Troop how to make stretchers in an emergency 

situation. 

Stevie Whyte, 30th SL 
 

 
 

http://www.1stettingshallscouts.co.uk/
http://www.1stettingshallscouts.co.uk/
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   Events in December               

  
 

   No District events are planned this month 

 

  The next District Executive Meeting 

                  Will be held on Monday 21
st
 January 2019  

 

 
 

             

 

 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  
 

Not later than 31
st
 December for the January issue please! 

 

 

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

