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           Scouting East             

 

The Journal of East Belfast Scouting  
 

No. 394            OCTOBER 2018  
 

            From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Hello everyone,  

 

It is now mid-October and our autumn programme is fully underway.   Thank you 

for news of competitions which have already taken place – including the Cub 

chess and draughts and the Scout and Explorer Dolphin Trophy.  It was great also 

to receive a report and some photos of 27
th
 Pack’s trip to Isle of Man this summer 

and hopefully it will inspire other Packs and Troops to consider organizing a 

summer camp in 2019 and to investigate Isle of Man as a possible venue. 

Ballyhanwood, Knock and Gilnahirk Units came together for a night of Octopush 

(or underwater hockey) in September- this proved very popular and perhaps more 

joint activities can be organised amongst our Units in the months ahead.  If any 

other Groups have Senior Scouts or young Leaders of Explorer age who would 

like to link in to an established Unit for some activities please let our DESC or one 

of the current ESLs know and I am sure they would be made very welcome. 

 

Along with counterparts across the UK, one of the areas our County Team have 

been asked to address is that of ‘Community Impact’. It would be good to have 

thoughts of Leaders across East as to specific projects we might undertake in our 

individual Groups or Sections or collectively as a District to support the wider 

community. A number of our Groups already help with street collections for 

various charities, and I would like to invite other Units this year to join 

Ballyhanwood in assisting the Royal British Legion with their collection and 

Parade.  I wondered if we might also consider litter pickups and tidying of 

wasteland, or establishing a community garden to link in with gardener and 

conservation badges for Cubs? I’d be keen to hear any suggestions from others.  

I’d also be open to organising an overseas service trip specifically for Leaders and 

Network members in East Belfast next summer if there was sufficient interest.  

 

Please keep the news and reports coming in! Best wishes,   David 
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  From the District Commissioner   
 

Hi Folks, 
 

Thank you to everyone who came along to our District Scouters’ meeting recently. 

There was some valuable discussion on various plans for the year ahead and the 

District Team are grateful to Leaders for their input and support. It was good to 

have our Development Officer, Steph Williams, along to contribute to our 

meeting– thank you to Steph for the work he has been doing recently for us in the 

District and also for the games equipment he donated to Leaders present at the 

meeting.  Thanks too to Mike and 10
th
 once again for hosting. 

 

I have been slowly but steadily updating our District records and have already met 

individually with several of the GSLs to help me with completion of this work.  

This will hopefully be an ongoing process in the months ahead with the aim of 

getting everyone on Compass, all pre-provisional appointments confirmed as full, 

training plans in place, and mandatory training around first aid, GDPR, safety and 

safeguarding completed or updated as needed. It was good to see some of our new 

Leaders sign up for Sectional Woodbadge at Crawfordsburn earlier this month– 

the next training opportunities will be Saturday 3
rd

 and/or Sunday 4
th
 November- 

please save the dates and plan to attend one or both days if you can.  Don’t forget 

that the District will reimburse 50% of the training fee on successful completion 

and validation of Woodbadge training. 

 

I was delighted to present a number of Service Awards and Woodbadges at the 

District Scouters’ meeting. It was a special privilege to present a 50 Years’ Service 

Certificate to Bruce McCormack 99
th

 and 40 Years to Stephen Anderson 73
rd

.  

They also received long overdue GSL training certificates, along with Brian Millar 

33
rd

 Troop, Stephen Whyte 30
th
 Troop and Gareth McAuley 4

th
 Pack who received 

their Sectional Woodbadge certificates. I still have a number of other awards for 

others who were not there that night and hopefully these will be presented to the 

recipients at appropriate opportunities during the year. 
 

Finally a word of congratulations to all at 4
th

 Group, at Knock Presbyterian, who 

are celebrating their 75
th
 Anniversary this year, having been founded in 1943.  I 

am looking forward to attending their Church Service later this month together 

with other members of the District Team and Executive – thank you to Jill and all 

at 4
th

 for the lovely invitation. I hope that all the special celebrations planned go 

well and that everyone has a fun and memorable day.  

 

Best Wishes, Betty   

http://oreidascouting.org/the-ticket/
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On Thursday 11
th
 October we had a very successful chess and draughts 

competition hosted by Sara and 33
rd

 at Stormont Presbyterian Church halls. 

Unfortunately QUB chess club were unable to run the event this year. Having 

raised the bar so high last year, with the use of clocks for timing the games and 

being able to organise the playing schedules, that meant no pressure on myself 

having had problems the previous year in ranking the players. However having 

taken advice from the local chess club, who meet every Sunday at the Strand Arts 

Centre 3.30 - 5.00 and have agreed to run the event for us next year, I was able to 

be better organised  this time. I also am indebted to all those Leaders and parents 

who helped set up tables and chairs, wrote score cards, timed games, made up and 

served the juice and crisps and cleared up afterwards on the  night, Sara, Levi, 

Louise, Jack’s mum, others whose names are unknown to me and particularly 

Gareth who over saw the draughts competition. All the help makes my job so 

much easier. We had a total of 33 Cubs from six packs, 4
th
 Girls, 4

th
 Boys,7

th
, 24

th
, 

30
th
, and 33

rd
,  taking part in the evening with 10 draughts players, 12 over 10 and 

11 under 10 chess players. 
 

In the draughts competition Lewis Robinson 30
th
 and Ben Montgomery 33

rd
 were 

first place, Jack Reid 4
th

 and Jude McKillen 30
th
 were second and Oliver Burns 

30
th
, Harry Montgomery 33

rd
, Sarah Mounstephen 4

th
 Girls, William Edgar, Will 

Donavan, and Hugo McMullan 4
th

 were each awarded a third place medal. We had 

two parallel chess competitions, with games timed at 13 minutes each. 3 points 

for a win and 1 point for a draw, an uncompleted game, this encouraged quicker 

play as would be the case where individual clocks would be used. In the over 10 

chess competition, Adam Osborne 4
th

 was first, Ben Lappin 30
th
 was second, and 

after an exciting playoff Logan Campbell 30
th

 narrowly pipped Jacob 

Mounstephen 4
th

 to third place. The under 10 chess was also a hard fought 

competition with Daniel Hashim 30
th

 coming in third place, there had to be a play 

off between two 4
th

 Cubs. Peter Young and Darby Sizaret, to decide who was to be 

in first and second place. In the event the game was drawn so I had to decide who 

was to get the gold medal and who would take home silver. After talking to the 

two boys we decided that Darby being slightly younger should take the gold medal 

and Peter would be happy to receive the silver medal although they were joint first 

in the competition. I would commend Peter Young for his sporting attitude. If 

there are any budding grandmasters among your Cubs I would recommend the 

Strand Chess club who were most helpful at short notice. 
 

Our next District event is the unihoc competition on November 14
th

 at 6.45pm at 

Knock Presbyterian Church Halls - two on two format. Please can I have entries 

by Friday 9
th

 November Cost £5 per team. Have you programmed the Design a 

Christmas Card art competition for your Cubs?  

James Camlin ADC (Cub Scouts)                                                               

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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   Kennedy Dolphin Trophy    
 

On Saturday 6
th

 October 30
th
 Scouts and Ballyhanwood Unit entered the Dolphin 

Trophy Watersports Competition at Portavoe Reservoir, Donaghadee. The October 

weather was fantastic for the seven Scouts and two Explorers who took part. There 

was a series of heats held for individual kayaking and canoe pairs. Each Scout was 

able to take part in both categories so there was little time to enjoy the “obligatory 

hot dogs” cooked up on the camping stove.  Five of the boys made it to the finals 

and in the end Cody Sloan and Ben Lennox won first place in the junior Scout 

canoe event. Thanks to Andrew Stacey and his team for organising the event.  
 

  
 

 
 

  
 

Stevie Whyte, 30th SL 

http://www.1stettingshallscouts.co.uk/
http://www.1stettingshallscouts.co.uk/
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 Underwater Hockey (Octopush)  
 

 

 

On Monday evening 24
th
 September, Ballyhanwood, Gilnahirk and Knock 

Explorer Scouts and Network went to Queens PEC to try out underwater hockey. 

No one knew what to expect, although having played hockey for most of my life I 

had more experience than others. We were all shown how to put the gear on; 

which included snorkel (1), mask (3) flippers (4), glove (7) and an underwater 

hockey stick (5). We were split into groups of four people and taken through the 

basics of how to play underwater hockey; being taught how to dive underwater 

and breathe properly using our snorkels, which some found easy to learn while 

others still hadn’t grasped it by the end of the night. The hockey sticks used in 

underwater hockey are really small, being only 30cm in length compared to an 

actual hockey stick which is about 90cm long. The puck that’s used is really heavy 

so it can stay at the bottom of the pool. After being taken through the basics, we 

played a few short mini games that helped us put our new skills to the test. This all 

led us to a big match at the end. There were seven players on each side with 

substitutes. The game gets really tiring which means people were being substituted 

often. The final score was a draw 2-2. The night was enjoyable and it was fun 

trying out a sport of which I had no previous knowledge. Many thanks to Jordan 

and Aaron from QUB Underwater Hockey Club for organising the night- we 

discovered Aaron is a Scout Leader in North Belfast- so the mighty East are ready 

and willing to take on the best team North can provide anytime they are ready!!! 
 

Luke Malcolm, Ballyhanwood Unit 
 

 

Some more quotes from the Ballyhanwood gang: 

 

‘It was very intense- I was exhausted’ – Carlos 

 

‘Gosh, it was good fun, swallowed half the pool but all good- Wow!’ – Gareth 

 

‘Went really well and guys had a blast, but not the most eye catching sport for  

Beardy and me to watch from the viewing gallery! - Shane (AESL) 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.logolynx.com/topic/explorer+scout
https://www.logolynx.com/topic/explorer+scout
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     27
th

 Cubs Trip to the Isle of Man     

 

 

On Wednesday 1 August the 27
th
 Cubs piled into the minibus and set out for the 

Isle of Man.  Having arrived at Ballasalla village hall we unpacked quickly and 

headed down the Manx Air museum as part of the Air Activities Badge. 

Deceptively small form the outside, this museum is full of amazing artefacts from 

both wars which intrigued the Cubs. In particular those definitive WW2 pilot 

gloves caused a giggle or two and a compass made from a button by a prisoner of 

war. That night we had a visit from the Manx Bat Society who told us all about the 

sound and habits of bats and what they eat. The rain prevented our going out on a 

bat hunt that night (no bats) but the next evening we were most successful. 

  

The next morning we set out for Castle Rushen by steam train.   Alighting at 

Shining town station (for those who remember the film) we invaded Castle Rushen 

which we explored from the drawbridge to dungeons and throne rooms and 

ramparts. We even found the original Elizabethan Castle clock which still works.    

The afternoon saw us change plans (we discovered the Centre was closing for 2 

months) and headed to the National Sports Centre with exciting flume rides.  

That evening we went back onto the steam train to Port Erin and found that 

platform 9 ¾  exists at Douglas station. The train got up the hill but then had to 

roll back to the station and get another train to take us there. We went shark 

spotting in Port Erin Bay and are convinced we spotted a tail fin. Friday saw us 

travel to Laxey by Electric train and visit the Lady Isabella. Yes we counted 269 

steps to the top and learned about the various minerals mined and about the 

waterfall which took men 18 months to dig out of rock with pick axes.  

We travelled on by Electric Train to Ramsey and Mooragh  Park and Boating 

Lake. Being a Cub Pack to Sea Scouts we had to take to the water But Beardy may 

need to watch out as one of the paddleboats managed to run over a buoy  even 

with all that water to go round it ??. In the evening as a further part of our air 

activity badge we made, decorated and  flew various paper planes across the 

English channel ( a local Ford), Some were most successful .  

 

Saturday saw us bid farewell to the hall and head out to Curragh’s wildlife park 

where we met various animals from penguins to red foxes and very noisy lemurs. 

From there we headed to the Boat and home to Belfast.  

 

Akela 27th Cubs (St Dorothea’s)  
 

 

 

 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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       News from 30
th

 Pack  
 

30
th
 Pack eased back into September with a games night and opportunity to 

welcome some new recruits and view photos from summer camp.  We then 

ventured out to Belvoir Forest on a damp and drizzly Thursday evening to 

complete parts of the Nature badge with the help of the Education Officers from 

the Forestry Commission. Having successfully identified some trees from their 

leaves and seeds, spotted some grey squirrels and followed some badger tracks, we 

were challenged by our guides to ‘stand very still and quiet for a moment and 

listen to what the sounds of the forest are trying to tell us’ – unfortunately Akela 

and Bagherra couldn’t actually hear what the forest wanted to say to us over the 

noise of the Cubs, but we suspect if we could it might have commented on the 

influx of strange excitable little green creatures we had introduced into its locality!  

 

Continuing with the nature theme, the following week we had a visit from Geoff 

Newell a.k.a Batman from the NI Bat Group.  After a very interesting talk, we all 

headed out on a Bat Hunt. Being Cub Scouts, you would have expected us to be 

prepared with torches, but No! And so we stumbled excitedly in the dark like 

extras in an edition of the TV show, Most Haunted, along the Rocky Road, 

surprisingly overgrown during the summer, guided only by our bat detectors.  The 

local bat population, alerted to our approach, soon wisely departed the scene, but 

this did not prevent the Cubs from insisting that they had picked up definite 

activity with the detectors.  

A highlight in early October was a visit from three third year 

QUB medical students – Oghenetejiri (TJ for short), Kelechi and Shammael- 

Akela had somehow twisted their collective arms and persuaded them to run an 

urban dance workshop for the Pack. By the end of the evening they had worked up 

a full professional street dance routine with the Cubs which would have rivalled 

Diversity on the stage of the Britain’s Got Talent final!!  Even Bagherra Gareth 

joined in (is he related by any chance to Theresa May?). The Cubs were in three 

groups each with one of the instructors, and it fell to Akela (Len), Darcy (Alison), 

Craig (Bagherra) and Bruno (Carlos- complete with over the top spontaneous arm 

movements) to award the judges’ scores.  A big thank you to our three guests for a 

memorable night- come back soon!! 

 

David, 30th CSL  

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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       30
th

 Pack at Slievenaman  
 

8 of the 30
th

’s sixers and seconders travelled down to the Mournes 

on a glorious autumnal Saturday in September, along with Akela, Bagherra, Haithi 

(Carlos) and Stephen C our ASL together with son, Ben (a Beaver soon to be 

Cub).  After settling into the Schoolhouse, we headed to Tollymore  Forest for our 

first hike and an attempt at map reading and navigation.  Despite some uncertainty 

at times, we did eventually find our way back out of Tollymore to the 

Schoolhouse. After dinner, we drove into Newcastle for a visit to the Amusements, 

with the dodgems proving as popular as ever, and the Cubs keen to stockpile as 

many tokens as possible to redeem for the temping variety of gifts on offer.  We 

managed to fit in an ice-cream in Morelli’s just before the shutters came down 

(they must have heard us coming, but weren’t quite fast enough!). After a lively 

and impressively large campfire (sorry Des but Carlos was a bit too enthusiastic 

with the wood supply), we headed to bed for a few hours ‘sleep’.    

The Leaders were wakened all too soon by the Dawn Cub Chorus 

and after a cooked breakfast and Cubs’ Own, we made up our packed lunches and 

tucked into Noah’s birthday cake for some extra fuel before heading out into the 

hills.  On Sunday we tackled Hare’s Gap, making good time to our destination.  

The current seniors are very enthusiastic campfire singers, so inevitably Bagherra 

could not resist leading them in a few songs at Hare’s Gap, and Akela was 

subjected once again to the relentless singing of the Moose Song which had 

tormented him at summer camp in Wicklow, followed in quick succession by I’ve 

Got Sixpence, and the Magic Cube.  The singing and bizarre actions soon attracted 

a growing audience of elderly ramblers (as evidenced in the accompanying photo) 

– to the extent that Akela was almost tempted to put a hat round at the end to 

collect tips for Pack funds!  Voices hoarse and throats’ dry, we brought our 

impromptu concert to a conclusion, and made our leisurely descent to Meelmore 

Lodge for ice cream.  A very enjoyable mini-camp, and thanks as always to Des 

for letting us stay at the Radisson Slievenaman once again! 

 

David, CSL 30th  

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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Impromptu Free Open-Air Concert!!  
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    Events in October               

  
 

11
th
   East Belfast District Chess and Draughts Competition 

  Venue: Stormont Presbyterian Church 

  Contact: James Camlin, ADC 

   

15
th
  East Belfast District Scouters’ Meeting  

  Venue: McMordie Scout Hall 7.45pm 

  Contact: Betty Robb, DC     

 

26
th
  East Belfast District Cub Scout Swimming Badge 1 and 2 

  Venue: Ards Leisure Centre 6.50pm -8.00pm (£2.25) 

  Contact: Antonia 27
th
 or David 30

th
  

 
             

 

 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  
 

Not later than 27
th

 October for the November issue please! 

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

