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           Scouting East             

 

The Journal of East Belfast Scouting  
 

No. 393           SEPTEMBER 2018 
 

            From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 

Hello everyone,  

 

Welcome back after the summer break. I hope that you all enjoyed the extended 

heat wave and glorious sunshine – according to the Met Office 2018 was the 

hottest and driest summer since 1976- I spent a week exploring the Cornish Coast 

in July and got through a lot of sunblock not to mention cold drinks and ice cream 

in a very short space of time.  Some of our Groups and Units were also away 

during the summer although Des and the guys from 7
th

 take the prize for furthest 

travelled with their trip with Habitat to Malawi. Many thanks to all those who sent 

in reports this month. There is still time to include more of these in the October 

issue.  Thanks too to the ADCs for outlining their plans for events and 

competitions in the year ahead. Please take a note of these dates and provide our 

Sectional ADCs with feedback and support. It would be good to see all Groups 

represented at these events and at our District Scouters’ meetings.  

 

The more observant will have noticed something ‘different’ about the September 

issue, with inclusion of the new logo above. Each of the countries of the UK has 

been assigned a different colour, with Northern Ireland taking green.  The logo can 

be amended to include Group, Unit, District or County name. Hopefully we will 

see it phased in to all District communications over the next few months.  

 

The new season is an opportunity to think again about the mandatory 

administration and Leader training commitments for the year ahead. Please 

remember our obligations under GDPR and the availability of an online e-learning 

course.  I held another First Response first aid training course recently. For those 

who missed it, HQ are holding a course at Crawfordsburn next month and 

sectional Woodbadge training will also be taking place in October and November. 

 

Best wishes for an exciting and fulfilling year ahead. Please keep the reports and 

photographs coming in!        David 



 
2 

  From the District Commissioner   
 

Hi Folks, 
 

Firstly, welcome back after the summer break- I hope that you enjoyed some time 

to relax with friends and family during the holiday season. 

 

The District Team are fired up with enthusiasm for the year ahead and ready to get 

back into the thick of events and competitions. The first of these will be the Chess 

and Draughts for our Cub Section – thanks to James for organising and to 33
rd

 for 

agreeing to host again.  The competition is still a few weeks’ away, so there is still 

time to dig out those chess boards and get in some practice. 

 

It was great to be able to interview some new Leaders recently- I was really 

impressed by all those I met and the skills and experience that they have and their 

motivation for undertaking a Leadership role in Scouting.  Welcome on-board to 

all of them and thanks for joining us. I look forward to working with them in the 

District in the months ahead. A big thank you, too, to all those who helped out 

with the interviews. I hope to hold another round of interviews soon so if you have 

new Leaders ready for interview please let me know.  Thanks to David for 

organising another First Response course. There are still quite a few Leaders who 

need this training and also Safeguarding and Getting Started.  Please do remember 

the importance of completing this training and our responsibility as Leaders to the 

young people in our care.  Keep checking the dates of forthcoming courses and if 

you still need the training please plan to attend. 

 

Our District Scout Active Support Unit has become a little ‘less active’ in recent 

months due to poor health and advancing years of some longstanding members. As 

a District we are very grateful for all they have done, and continue to do as and 

when they are able. Those who have had a tough time recently due to poor health 

or bereavement remain in our thoughts.  The SAS have played an important role in 

helping with competitions and badge courses, marshalling at parades and 

encouraging some social events in the District.  If anyone could be persuaded to 

join the SAS, particularly Group parents and supporters and those Leaders who 

have recently retired from ‘uniform’ I would be keen to hear from you. 

Remember- ‘Who dares, wins’ – and don’t worry our selection process isn’t as 

demanding as the Special Air Service!! 

 

I look forward to catching up with all of you at our next District Scouters’ meeting 

on Monday 15
th
 October and it would be really good to see good representation 

from all Groups and Sections across the District.  Best Wishes, Betty   
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Welcome back to all our Beavers and their Leaders.  I will be helping Betty to 

organise some activities for our Colonies for the year ahead. Some dates for your 

diaries but I will be contact with more information later in the year.  

 

1
st
 December Beaver Christmas Party 

2
nd

 February  East District Beaver Scout Unihoc at 9
th

 HQ 

22
nd

/23
rd

 March Beaver Sleepover at Knock Presbyterian 

17
th
 May  District Fun Night at Stormont 

 

Best wishes, Peter  

Peter Gilfedder, ADC (Beaver Scouts) 

 
 

Hi all Cub Scout Leaders, and welcome to the start of a new season in East 

District. I hope you return refreshed and rejuvenated after a good break with the 

fantastic sunny weather of earlier summer.  As usual we have a busy calendar with 

an event each month for our Cubs to get together and have fun. In October the 

chess and draughts competition hosted by the 33
rd

, November the unihoc 

competition hosted by the 4
th

, December we hope to have our Christingle service.     

At the end of January /early February the District quiz hosted by the 30
th
, the 

Tuesday before Holy Week, 9
th

 April, we will have the indoor 5 a-side competition 

hosted by the 9
th
.  I hope to have two art competitions this year, the first will be to 

make a Christmas card, we will then send them to someone special, the second 

competition will be judged on the 9
th

 April and will be decorating Easter eggs. So 

plenty of time to fit into your programme.    After Easter we will have the St. 

George’s Day parade I think Sunday 28
th
 April. 

 

Along with our District programme I expect the County Team to organise the 

Cavehill walk on New Year’s Day, the swimming gala in January, the Cub County 

Flag probably before Easter, and the outdoor five-a-side competition at the end of 

May. The Northern Ireland Team should have the quiz final and the football finals. 

All events, dates and venues will have to be confirmed but this is an outline plan 

for you all to work round. If you have any suggestions or question you can bring 

them to the District Leaders’ Meeting, or contact me on 07918885400. Looking 

forward to good participation from all of the Packs in East District. 

 

James Camlin ADC (Cub Scouts)                                                               

http://ladybrookvalleyscouts.org.uk/beaverscouts.html
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
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Habitat Trip to Malawi    

Two young leaders from 7
th

 Group namely Stephen Foreman, Andy Ralph and 

myself headed off this July on a Habitat trip to Malawi organised by David Scott. 

We joined other Network leaders from around the province to make a group of 20 

who flew to Lilongwe the capital on 4
th

 July. Arriving on Thursday after a long 

flight via Addis Abba we headed off to the hotel to get settled in and get briefed 

and organised. Surprisingly it was cooler than Norn Ireland and got dark around 

6pm as it is their winter. Friday after an early start and a journey of hour and a 

quarter mostly on dirt roads we arrived on site and were welcomed and danced 

into the village by the local women. Split into two teams we were instructed by 

local builders on bricklaying and it was great to get stuck in without too much 

delay. Houses were at foundation level which helped as the builders and helpers 

supported our efforts to get as much done in the time we were there. We worked to 

4.40pm each day with water breaks and lunch under a local Baob tree. Lunch time 

seen us engaging the local children with football games, frisbee throwing and 

bubbles for the smaller children. Great craic as we slowly became the children’s 

entertainment throughout the day. Who needs Cbeebies. Work was hard and 

exhausting as we were determined to progress the houses to rafter level before we 

left. It’s also quite emotional as the level of poverty throughout the county is very 

evident. Still the people seemed happy to get on with their work and lives and 

were very grateful to the Habitat teams who were coming over that summer to 

build houses. Sunday we went to a local Church who welcomed us and we 

participated in a lively gospel service. That afternoon we met up with local Scout 

Troops who entertained us with a mixture of chants, marching, games and 

acrobatics. We returned the favour with our own brand of chants, songs and games 

led by Hanna and myself and gave over our scarfs and badges as a sign of 

friendship at the close. Each evening we entertained ourselves with quizzes, 

treasure hunts, karaoki and general mayhem. By the Friday we had built one house 

to the rafters and a second very close and a third halfway as we were restricted by 

scaffolding and had to concentrate resources where we could. The local Chiefs and 

villages along with habitat staff held a closing ceremony for us with singing, 

dancing and a feast with people coming from miles around to participate. Amazing 

is the best word to sum it up. Some of the girls had made friendships and 

attachments to the local children so there were tears as we said our goodbyes and 

thanked the builders for being so supportive of our efforts. The last two days are 

R&R on the trip and we decided to participate on a safari as we were in the heart 

of Africa. David organised the trip with a local company and we paid for this 

separately from our own funds. Mvuu (Hippo) camp lies in the south of the 

http://www.malvernscouts.org.uk/index.php?q=node/35
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country a 5 hour drive from the capital. We were treated to a late lunch then taken 

on an afternoon game drive which extended into the evening where different 

animals come out to forage and hunt. First real African sunset stunning. The 

lodges we shared at the camp allow the animals to roam freely around them. 

Listening to foraging Hippos and warthogs amongst many others running about 

your garden is an unusual experience! Sunday morning we had a boat safari the 

highlight of the trip with the elephant herds coming down to the river to drink and 

the enormous crocodiles slipping into the water and of course rafts of Hippos. That 

evening we travelled to a hotel on Lake Malawi for our last night and spent the 

evening at the beach bar watching the world cup final. Altogether an unforgettable 

experience which i would encourage any young leader to sign up to when the next 

trip comes along (watch this space). My thanks goes to David Scott for organising 

the trip, my fellow matopi's, the Habitat staff who were excellent throughout, the 

District and County for supporting us and as a closing thought remembering part 

of the Scout promise 'to help other people' . Thanks to all for a physically 

demanding and an emotional roller coaster of a trip i enjoyed every minute of it.  

Des Grant, 7th GSL 

 

 

 

 7
th

 Troop Summer Camp Report   
 

We took 7 Scouts to the camp at Ballykinlar Army Cadet compound from Sunday 

8
th

 until Friday 13
th

  July. The Scouts were shown their accommodation and were 

issued the camping equipment they would require for the expedition they would 

complete on Monday and Tuesday. After tea they went to Castlewellan maze and 

had a few games of hunt then a run into Newcastle to get ice cream before settling 

down for the night. 

 

The next morning the Scouts were split into 2 teams to complete the expedition 

challenge starting from Donald car park and working their way up to Slievenaman 

Schoolhouse where they started to make camp and to prepare their evening meal. 

The next morning they were dropped round Happy Valley to start the next phase 

which due to the heat we concluded at Ott car park, under the advice of Alan the 

Pathways instructor. 

 

We then got into the transport and we went round to Spelga Dam and walked up 

the old Killkeel to Hilltown Road which due to the lack of rain had reappeared. 

We were able to walk out over the bridge and about another 50 meters or so out to 

what was the edge of the reservoir. This was a great experience for the Leaders 

never mind the Scouts as in all the years I have been going to the Mournes I have 

never seen the reservoir as low as this. We returned to camp and had lunch and as 

http://www.1stettingshallscouts.co.uk/
http://www.1stettingshallscouts.co.uk/
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it was such a nice day we went to Balykinler’s private beach that would have been 

used by the families of the army that would have been based in the camp. We 

played a few games, the Scouts went to the water’s edge to cool off their feet after 

their walk and then made sand sculptures. After tea they started work on their 

Masters at Arms badge which they did over 6 sessions with the BB rifles, Archery, 

Nerf Guns and Laser tag. 

 

On Wednesday we had our Big Day Out to Tayto Park. We drove down to Co. 

Meath to Tayto Park, where the scouts went on the largest wooden Rollercoaster 

in Europe. Other rides were; the rotator, Sky race, extreme climbing walk, zip line, 

Viking Voyage, Tayto tour. On returning to the camp they continued to work to 

the Master at Arms badge. On Thursday morning we did more Master at Arms 

work as well as archery and the inflatable assault course. In the afternoon we went 

back to Castlewellan to complete the water activity badge working on rafting and 

Stand Up Paddle Boarding. This was a new activity to all the Scouts which they all 

thoroughly enjoyed. 

 

In all it was a very successful camp where the Scouts have will be awarded 8 

badges when the new session starts. 

 

Michael Curry SL, Eddie McKee ASL 
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            News from 30
th

 Pack  
 

During August, the Pack headed to Wicklow for summer camp along with 30
th
 

Troop and six of the Explorer Scouts from the Ballyhanwood Unit. Having 

squeezed everything bar the kitchen sink (although rumoured to be in Stevie’s car) 

and a mountain of food (rumoured to be in Stephen’s car) into the available 

transport, and navigated the various tollbooths on the motorways we arrived at our 

destination for the week, Lough Dan Scout Centre. We were pleasantly surprised 

to find we had been upgraded due to a late cancellation of another group.  Sadly 

we soon discovered that we had to share the upgrade with the visiting midges! The 

rest of Sunday evening was spent pitching tents down by the edge of the Lough, 

exploring the site and playing some outdoor games prior to supper and Scouts 

Own (Akela spoke about sacrificial love taking inspiration from Alastair Brownlee 

giving up the chance of winning the race to carry his brother over the finishing 

line; cue the Explorers’ ribbing comparing Akela with Bishop Michael Curry aka. 

Harry and Meghan’s wedding!!) 

 

The next morning we tackled the challenging high ropes course at Squirrel 

Scramble, complete with a bicycle ride across a tightrope high above the treetops, 

suspended obstacles and several daunting zip wires. Big Mac didn’t quite grasp the 

point of riding the bike and maneuvered himself over and around it to continue 

walking the tightrope! After this our band of Merrymen competed in an archery 

competition, with most eventually hitting at least the periphery of the target and a 

few finding the bullseye. After lunch, we travelled on into Bray for ‘stand-up’ 

paddle boarding with Bray Adventures. Not all managed the ‘stand-up’ part, and 

Bray harbour at times resembled the location for a remake of the Titanic movie,  

with lots of Cubs and Scouts scattered in the ocean (well in places Bray harbour 

was almost 3 feet deep!!) clinging to boards they couldn’t quite climb back onto. 

A highlight was the giant 10 man paddle board: the Explorers soon hijacked this 

and relaxed on top as they casually threw the Cubs attempting to scramble onboard 

back off into the water, swatting them away like flies. Back on site, we had some 

outdoor games and an indoor quiz. A new game, bomb disposal, was especially 

popular- teams of Cubs and Scouts had to collect balloons from secret locations 

and deliver them to the bomb disposal squad (Stevie and Davy) before they were 

intercepted and exploded by the Explorers, aided by Gareth and Big Mac. 

 

On Tuesday, Susan from GoPaddle visited Lough Dan to run a kayaking session 

for us, to enable our Cubs and Scouts to complete various staged water activities 

badges. After lunch we prepared for a hike along part of the Wicklow Way to 

Glendalough where the warden Zef had a cabin. There was a WWII theme, with 

the Explorers led by Karlos van Ribbentrop sent on ahead as Germans to defend 

the cabin from two advancing armies – the Cubs (British and Americans led by 

Bomber Thompson) and the Scouts (Russians led by Stevie Stalin) each taking 

http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/
http://www.86thscouts.co.uk/


 
8 

  
 

 
 

  



 
9 

 
 

   
 

   

  
 



 
10 

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
11 

different routes (though not necessarily intentionally!).  The Cubs and Scouts 

camped at the cabin; the Explorers slummed it in a poor man’s version of the 

savadak we had slept in last year in Montenegro – a wooden hut with a shelf to 

sleep on, a fire in the centre for light and heat and a hole in the roof to let the 

smoke out and the rain and midges in.  The leaders had the run of Zef’s cabin, 

complete with small kitchen and bathroom and an upstairs sleeping platform 

reminiscent of the Walton’s barn (Good Night John-Boy!!). That night we held a 

rousing campfire (only later did we discover that the wood Davy had sourced for 

the fire was actually destined for ongoing refurbishment of Zef’s cabin. Oops!). 

 

On Wednesday afternoon the Cubs and Explorers went fishing at Annamoe.  With 

a small pond allegedly well-stocked with fish we were assured that even beginners 

would soon be reeling them in.  And so, armed with our rods and sweetcorn and 

something resembling cat food as bait and with hopes high, off we went. We soon 

discovered that the pond had last been restocked six weeks prior so with the more 

gullible fish already gone, the surviving veterans were more astute at avoiding the 

Cubs, alerted by the noise and not tempted even by the sweets that the Cubs 

resorted to using as substitute bait. We didn’t even get a nibble of interest when 

the Explorers decided to use the Cubs as bait either! Akela managed to catch a 

whole tree behind him in an attempt to cast, something Carlos thankfully did not 

catch on camera as he and Gareth were at that point snoring loudly on the adjacent 

picnic bench!  Back on site, the Cubs built a shelter and the seniors slept out that 

night, Akela and Bagherra were also conscripted to bivvy nearby to protect them 

from the fierce beast reported by several dubious sources to be lurking in the forest 

– we discovered next morning that there was actually a small stray black cat on 

site! On Wednesday night we all cooked our own dinner- the Cubs made potato 

and leek soup, chicken stir fry and apple crumble and custard on the campfire; the 

Scouts prepared chicken carbonara but retreated indoors to the kitchen to finish 

cooking; the Explorers attempted to make chilli con carne and rice on a Trangia.  

And Davy- well he made a cardboard box oven, lined it with tinfoil and placed a 

disposable bbq inside; he then proceeded to burn the scones (and the oven!) which 

he blamed on the scone mix Donna had made up for him to take to camp!! 

Afterwards, the Cubs went to feed the campsite’s two resident pigs and to conduct 

a little research into what they thought of our cooking. We are pleased to report 

that Akela’s kitchen now carries a ‘two piggy star’ rating. Another highlight of 

Wednesday night was our wide game- this year had a space theme –the Cubs and 

Scouts had crash landed on a hostile alien planet as had the tardis with Dr Who 

and his assistant aka Akela and Alison. On the planet trying to capture them all we 

had assorted daleks, cybermen and spider people (with spray string venom and 

nets to capture Cubs- Bagherra Gareth couldn’t quite pull off the look and his 

performance was more reminiscent of the child catcher from chitty chitty bang 

bang!).  The Cubs had to find the fuel rods and the combination code to repair and 

reactivate the tardis. Unfortunately there were only places for the first six people – 

with the rest exterminated at the end of the game. Big Mac was exterminated in an 

especially gruesome fashion when he stood on a wasp nest- which explains why he 
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was observed to suddenly rip off his hoodie and t-shirt and start to beat his chest 

and head in a mad frenzy at the edge of the field. Bzzzzzzzzzzzz! 

 

On Thursday we visited Wicklow Town.  The Cubs (together with the Cub 

Leaders and Big Mac) were sentenced to do time in Wicklow Gaol while the 

Scouts and Explorers chartered a boat for some deep sea fishing in the Irish Sea – 

with arguably more success than the Cubs the day before.  After a very 

informative tour of the prison, including compulsory time in the stocks and 

solitary confinement, the Cubs were released and unleashed on the town in 

competing teams to complete the now annual Treasure Hunt, undertaking tasks 

and collecting items all without being spotted by Davy and Akela who were 

roaming around the town. We all gathered together for lunch before driving to 

Brittas Bay for a surf lesson. Despite the cold water and biting wind, the Cubs 

stayed out on the water for an impressive time before hypothermia settled in.  

Even Carlos was persuaded to don a wetsuit and dip a toe in the water, as did 

Alison, albeit fully clothed. The greater challenge was actually carrying all of the 

boards back afterwards up steep and shifting sand dunes in strong winds- a task 

the Cubs happily delegated to the adults. That night we had a BBQ and some 

backwoods cooking – including for the first time caramelised water melon (yes- 

Davy and Stevie had been raiding Scouting magazine again for ideas!).  We also 

had another space-themed game with mutinying Cubs and Scouts beamed down to 

try to capture the crew of the Enterprise (Starship not the Belfast-Dublin train) and 

steal their security cards in order to take command of the spacecraft and all its 

provisions (the tuckshop).  Memorable performances were given by Stevie (Kirk), 

Gareth (Scotty), Carlos (Chekov) and Big Mac (Spock).  The current batch of 

Cubs are actually really into campfire singing, if not especially tuneful.   Bagherra 

taught them some new songs he had learned in USA and we also toasted mallows 

and melted chocolate bananas into the wee small hours. 

 

On Friday, as an incentive to strike camp and get on with the packing, we had 

arranged a tour of the Aviva Stadium on our journey home. This took in the press 

room, trophy cabinet, dressing rooms and players’ tunnel. We presented our own 

trophies at the stadium, with the Audrey Beggs Cub and Scout of the Camp shields 

this year going to Lewis Robinson and Ryder Whyte. We realised we didn’t 

actually have an Explorer equivalent but so they didn’t feel short-changed,  we 

hastily made a trophy from a carved wooden egg cup, pine cone, tea light and 

cocktail stick scavenged from the Lough Dan kitchen. We could all tell how 

delighted Luke Malcolm was to receive this as the inaugural winner! 

Unfortunately we stayed longer than intended at the stadium and hit the Dublin 

rush hour traffic. A torturous journey home found the Cubs singing ‘the Moose 

song’ on repeat in the minibus. Akela and Davy made it to Gilnahirk with their 

sanity just about intact! We would definitely recommend Lough Dan to other 

Groups in East Belfast. A big thank you to all the other Leaders, Explorers and 

helpers who ensured this year’s Group Camp was a tremendous success. 

David, GSL 30th  
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    Events in September               

  
 

3
rd

   District Appointments Interviews 

  Venue: Knock Presbyterian Church 

  Contact: Betty, DC  

 

4
th

 /11
th
  East District First Response Course 

  Venue: Gilnahirk Presbyterian Church 

  Contact: David, First Response Trainer 

 

24
th
  East Belfast District Executive 

  Venue: McMordie Scout Hall 8pm 

  Contact: Colin Jeffries (Secretary)      

 
 

             

 

 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports & Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  
 

Not later than 27
th

 September for the October issue please! 

mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

