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      Scouting East   
The Journal of East Belfast Scouting 

 

No. 390            APRIL 2018 
 

               From the Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

Hello everyone,  

It is great to have this month’s newssheet brimming with news and photos. At long 

last the harsh winter seems to be coming to an end, and spring is just around the 

corner, providing opportunities for more outdoor activities in the weeks ahead. A 

big thank you to all who supported our annual St George’s Day Parade and Service 

last weekend (photos in this issue).  Numbers undeniably were down on previous 

years, partly because many schools scheduled Easter holiday dates later than 

anticipated and the upturn in the weather perhaps led to families making a last 

minute decision to pay their first visit of the year to caravans and holiday homes 

during the weekend of the Parade. Admittedly, Sunday afternoon is an important 

family time in the midst of an increasingly hectic and busy week for many, but 

also increasingly when some have sporting commitments.  However it is also 

perhaps true that fewer of our members now regularly attend Church and that 

should be a strong motivation for those of us involved in leading Scouting in East 

to continue to provide opportunities to encourage our young people to reflect on 

their Promise, and the practical outworking of our ‘Duty to God’. A word of 

Thanks to Rev Ken Higgins and the worship band at St Donard’s for the thoughtful 

preparation that went into the music and address and to all the members of 73
rd

 for 

leading the readings and prayers. There is of course also the positive publicity that 

comes from a public parade in our local area, and all those on parade last Sunday 

were smartly turned out and well behaved. I for one feel that the traditional Parade 

has its merits. I do know that some Leaders may feel that the Parade is outdated 

and that some Districts have moved to Promise parties and similar events. Perhaps 

that is a discussion that needs to be had in future but I feel that a decision should 

then be taken collectively as a District rather than by individual Groups and 

Sections. I would like to thank DC Betty and her team, and the Leaders of 73
rd

 for 

all the work that went into planning the Parade and Service. I would urge everyone 

to get behind our District Team not only with words of encouragement but also 

active and practical support to enhance positivity and growth within the District. 

Hopefully we will have a good turnout at our AGM on 14
th
 May, looking forward 

to catching up with all of you there.  Thanks to all those who have contributed to 

this month’s newssheet. Please keep those reports coming in! 

Best Wishes, David 
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    From the District Commissioner   
 

Hi Folks, 

 

A big Thank You to all of our young people and Leaders who supported the 

District’s St. George’s Day Parade and Service. It was great to see everyone on 

Parade and didn’t the boys in 73
rd

 do well with the readings and prayers. Thank 

you to Rev Ken Higgins and St Donard’s for hosting.  A word of thanks too to Hill 

Brown and Roy Lamont for marshalling and as always to the Symington and BB 

Bands for parading with us.  Definitely a birthday I will remember for a long 

time!! 73
rd

 were hosting in their 90
th
 Anniversary Year and the Group are now 

planning a special church service and BBQ on their own official birthday in May. 

Next year’s St George’s Day Parade will be to Knock Methodist, hosted by 24
th
 

Group who are celebrating their centenary in 2019. 

 

I was sorry to hear that Bill Ashe has been in hospital recently and send our best 

wishes for a speedy recovery from surgery. 

 

It was good to meet with the new Leaders at the recent evening of Warrant 

Interviews and I look forward to welcoming them and working with them in 

Scouting across the District.  Thank you to Antonia and Simon Hoskins and Ricky 

Hill for taking part in a Volunteering Day held on the Stormont Estate on 19
th
 

April. Hopefully this might lead to some more new Leaders too for East District.  I 

recently attended one of the Data Protection workshops together with some 

members of my own Group and others from East.  Please can all Groups make sure 

they are aware of our responsibilities under the new regulations coming in soon. 

 

I am delighted to announce that Jonathan Bell has accepted the appointment of 

District Youth Commissioner.  Jonathan has been a member of the Ballyhanwood 

Unit and a Young Leader with me in 30
th

 Beavers.  He has decided to stay in NI 

for university and plans to continue his involvement in Scouting as an adult 

Leader. I look forward to working with Jonathan in his new role and hope that you 

will all give him your support and that our other younger Leaders in the District 

will pass on their thoughts and suggestions to Jonathan to support the delivery of 

Youth-shaped Scouting.  I hope to announce further appointments next month. 

 

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at our AGM on 14
th

 May and Beaver Fun 

Day at Stormont on 18
th

 May. 

Best Wishes, Betty  
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Geordie Jackson 

 

  
 

It was great sadness that we learned of George’s passing last month. George has 

been a part of the Group for as long as I can remember. As a Cub at the 

Childhaven centre in Millisle I remember George passing out the porridge and 

bringing seconds to feed many hungry mouths. He was there as usual to support 

Anne throughout her Scouting career (behind every great woman!!!! etc). George 

loved the outdoor life being a Harrier/runner/walker/cyclist you name it he done it. 

Cycling around the Youth hostels that used to dot the County Down countryside in 

the 60’s and 70’s. Doing Mountain Marathons with Roy Lamont in the Lake 

District. Cycling to Dublin and back. Talking us all in to doing the Mourne Wall 

Walk of which he was one of the first group of YHA to start it all off back in the 

day. George loved the cottage at Slievenaman, to camp at, to walk from or the 

working weekends getting covered in paint. 

 

George was an active member of the SASU and was always there to help out at 

District and County events. 

 

George was invited to all the camps but loved the specials like Hadrian’s wall 

where he passed on his knowledge of the Romans and kept Paul Mason in check. 

Lake District where he enjoyed a pint after a hard day’s walking Scafel Pike and 

Carnandoah/Culdaff in Donegal with Scouting Ireland of which we have still 

maintained friendships. This is where George leaned to surf (not too many 70 + 

year olds can say that).  The stories are too numerous to tell especially when 

George said he knew a shortcut which usually added miles to the journey. We all 

miss him terribly and as David his son said during his eulogy he was a gentleman 

in every sense of the word and summed it up beautifully that George decided to 

take a walk into the mountains one day and just kept on climbing. 

 

Des, 7th Belfast Scout Leader and lifetime friend 
 

 

 

http://www.pesu.org.uk/article-gone_home___elliot_peacock.html
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  District Five-aside Football and Art Competitions  
 

On Tuesday 20
th
 March, 9

th
 Pack hosted our annual 5 a-side competition at 

Sydenham Methodist Church halls. Twelve teams from seven different Packs, 

4
th

,7
th

, 9
th

, 27
th

, 30
th
 33

rd 
and 99

th
 entered. While it was disappointing not to have 

entries from 10
th

, 24
th
 and 73

rd
 this year it did allow me to arrange that each team 

played every other team in the group stages. It was a very tight competition with 

the top four teams finally being decided by a penalty shoot-out in room 1. In 

Group 1, 99
th

 were beaten on penalties by 4
th

 while in Group 2 27
th

 beat 99
th
 into 

second place. The semi-finals were 4
th

 against 99
th

 and 27
th

 versus 99
th

. Both 99
th
 

teams made it through to the final, leaving 4
th

 and 27
th

 in joint 3
rd

 place. The final 

was again as tight as the rest of the competition finishing 1-1 after full time. We 

moved into the penalty shoot-out once again. It was 1-1 with 99
th
 blue team to take 

the final shot, one brother in nets while the other brother was taking the shot, it 

went in!  This gave 99
th

 blue first place and 99
th

 red in second place. It was great to 

see some fresh teams getting good results. I would like to thank 9
th

 for hosting the 

event and Sam Anderson, Pat Gordon and William Ashenhurst with helping to 

give out the juice and crisps at the interval. I would also thank Bruce and 

Johnathan for refereeing, the score keepers and the time keepers. A great exciting 

night for the Cubs. 

 

The District Art Competition was judged at 9
th
 halls on the same evening as the 

football competition. This year’s theme was hobbies. While there were only 13 

entries they were of a very high standard as you can see from the photographs. 

Thanks to Shona Monteith for her professional input to the judging panel. I would 

be pleased to see more entries next year when the theme will be designing Easter 

eggs, so you have plenty of time to get your thinking caps on. 

 

The results are: 

 

 Under 11   1
st
  Lucy Andrews       4

th
 Girls 

                                                    2
nd 

Beth Walker          4
th
 Girls 

                                                    3
rd

 Logan Campbell    30
th 

 

Under 10  1
st 

Beth McConkey   4
th

 Girls 

                                                   2
nd

     Toby McDermott   30
th 

                                                                                
3

rd
   Ryan Donaldson    99

th 

 

Under 9     1
st
   Daniel Milne         27

th
  

                                           =2
nd  

Harry Montedy 33
rd

 

                                                             Ben Montedy  33
rd

  

 

James Camlin, ADC (Cub Scouts)  
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[Olympic Games medal ceremonies come to mind!!] 
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St George’s Day Parade 2018  

(a.k.a ‘The DC’s Birthday Parade- Happy Birthday Betty, 22
nd

 April!!) 

   

 

 

https://www.123rf.com/clipart-vector/st_george.html
https://www.123rf.com/clipart-vector/st_george.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sYmsHUkmVx8
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http://www.cusack.co.uk/Catalogue/Road-Signage/Temporary-Signs/Metal-Signs---Clipped/1050-x-750mm-CLIPPED/Diversion-Ahead-124911
http://www.cusack.co.uk/Catalogue/Road-Signage/Temporary-Signs/Metal-Signs---Clipped/1050-x-750mm-CLIPPED/Diversion-Ahead-124911
https://taicarmen.wordpress.com/2010/12/
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 News from 7
th

 Belfast Colony 

 

7th Beavers have been collecting 1p's and 2p's for charity since last September. 

We raised the marvellous total of £130 which we presented to Meningitis 

Research a few weeks ago. Well done to all Beaver Scouts! 

Maureen Kirk, BSL 7th  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.holytrinityblacon.org/whats-on/for-children/scouting-and-guiding/
http://www.holytrinityblacon.org/whats-on/for-children/scouting-and-guiding/
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  30
th

 Pack at Gosford  

 

Following on from our sleepover at the church hall in February, 18 Cub Scouts and 

four of the younger Scouts travelled down to Gosford for a weekend Pack Holiday 

at the Guide House in April.  Anticipating our arrival, traffic diversions were in 

place, and it took a lengthy detour of the back roads around Markethill and Richill 

before we eventually came to the entrance to the Forest Park. Friday night was 

spent settling in and the usual excitement of exploring the Forest Park at dusk 

before some outdoor wide games and indoor games. Despite little sleep, the Cubs 

were raring to go on Saturday morning and fortified by a cooked breakfast we 

headed to the Planetarium to complete the astronomer badge.  The comfortable 

seats in the star dome proved too much for some and it was interesting to see how 

many Cubs were sound asleep when the lights came back up! However everyone 

soon found a second wind for the tour of the Planetarium and Grounds. The Cubs 

(and some of the Leaders!!) enjoyed trying on the space suits and helmets in the 

dressing up box. A particular highlight was the rocket building workshop and there 

was a lot of competition from the small and not so small kids alike to see which 

Rocket could make it all the way to Pluto (or at least to the trees in the distance). 

After lunch, we travelled to Lurgaboy Activity Centre for an action packed 

afternoon which included team challenges such as the tennis ball guttering relay 

and helium stick, low ropes assault course and high ropes and trapeze, kayaking 

and archery.  Our young Robin Hoods soon mastered the bows with most 

eventually hitting ‘somewhere’ on the target with their arrows and a few finding 

the centre. Meanwhile the Leaders had an opportunity to aim at the replica animal 

targets scattered in the forest- I’m sure that you will all be devastated to learn that 

our Scout Leader Stephen managed to shoot Bambi in cold blood!!!! Thanks to 

Richard and all at Lurgaboy for the infinite patience and enthusiasm that ensured a 

great afternoon and one we would definitely recommend to other Groups in our 

District. Back at Gosford, and refuelled on a pasta dinner, we launched into 

making model lollypop stick rafts and sock puppets before a visit into the local 

garage for sweets (anyone would think we didn’t feed them at all!!). Back on site, 

the Leaders were treated to an evening of sock puppet plays with bizarre plots and 

senseless violence with sock puppets sustaining major injuries and losing body 

parts (well googly eyes and pipe cleaner appendages) before a night time wide 

game of Vampires and a rousing campfire and then supper.  The next day flew in 

quickly but we still managed to pack in a Cubs Own, a blindfold trail through the 

forest and a race of the lollypop stick rafts on the river and some wide games 

before cooking our own lunch on the campfire. All in all, a very successful 

weekend with many of the Cubs on their first Pack Holiday. Many thanks to Davy, 

Stephen and Simon from 30
th

 Troop for all of their help over the weekend. 

David, CSL 30th  

http://www.stickpng.com/img/transport/spacecraft/rocket-clipart
http://www.stickpng.com/img/transport/spacecraft/rocket-clipart
https://www.disneyclips.com/imagesnewb5/bambi2.html
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The end of the Blindfold Trail Big Mac set up for the Cubs!  [I’m still waiting for a 

copy of the accompanying risk assessment!!!] 
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News from the Ballyhanwood Unit   
 

Before Easter, the members of the Unit piled into the minibus, and with Davy at 

the wheel, we headed for a day out at FoyleHov near Limavady. On arrival, we 

were issued with helmets and loaded into the back of a tractor and trailer for the 

short journey to the hovercraft practice field.  After the briefing in which our 

instructor zoomed around the large practice field, handling the hovercraft like a 

pro, he asked for volunteers. Feeling apprehensive, the Explorers pushed the 

‘experienced old hand’, Dinger forward to go first. Mastering the hovercraft 

wasn’t easy, needing to adjust your weight as you knelt in the hovercraft to assist 

the steering, and keeping just enough pressure on the accelerator to prevent the 

craft deflating and stalling. Following a sedentary tour of the practice field, Dinger 

was encouraged to really put his weight into the turns and to go faster. And so after 

one especially ambitious 360 degree turn and hand firmly on the accelerator he 

found himself hurtling at great speed towards the assembled group of terrified 

Explorers. To quote Carlos, ‘when the instructor starts to run away from the 

approaching hovercraft you know it is time to run too!!!’ Dinger managed another 

sharp turn and then found himself rapidly approaching one of the few fence posts 

in the very large field. Instinctively he forgot that there were no brakes and pulled 

back tightly on the accelerator, ramming into the fence post, leaving him 

somewhat dazed and with a bleeding elbow. The hovercraft fared no better- a large 

crack had emerged in the fiberglass. When the Explorers recovered from laughing 

at what had happened, and with some prompting checked that Dinger was actually 

OK, eventually they were encouraged in turn to try out the hovercrafts. Dinger’s 

plan had evidently worked, and they were much more cautious than they might 

otherwise have been. We all graduated (even Dinger!) to the grand prix circuit, 

which Dinger completed in a cautious 5 minutes- determined not to end up 

mounting the main Coleraine – Derry railway line close by. Some of the Explorers 

were much faster but none could match the times recorded by celebrities Gary 

Linaker and Nigel Mansell; one member of the Unit nearly sunk into oblivion 

when his hovercraft deflated in the lake, another became wedged between two 

grass banks, while Davy managed to wreck his engine and ended up using 

Dinger’s broken hovercraft (his excuse for not beating the Explorers). We rounded 

off the day with a competitive clay pigeon shoot with Big Mac and Davy getting 

their excuses in early – it seemed that the rifle at position 4 mysteriously conveyed 

an unfair advantage – rather than reflecting the skill of the particular competitor at 

that location!  Encouraged by his mates, Josh thought it would amuse his girlfriend 

to send her a photo with birds in the background suggesting he was shooting ‘live’ 

pigeons not clays (we aren’t sure if she is speaking to him again yet!!).  There was 

just time for a stop in Coleraine for KFC or Burger King on the way home. 

David, and Shane, Explorer Leaders 
 

http://www.goring-scouts.org.uk/explorers.html
http://www.goring-scouts.org.uk/explorers.html
https://www.dreamstime.com/illustration/hovercraft.html
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 33
rd

 Scouts Slievenaman Weekend  
 

At the end of February 7 scouts and 3 Leaders set off to the Mourne Mountains for 

our winter Weekend based at the Old School House. We arrived down after dark 

on the Friday evening as there is no electricity at the cottage and no phone signal 

this was going to be a back to basics weekend but with torches on we soon had the 

gas and Tilly lamps on and the fires lit and we made ourselves at home. After 

exploring and wide games we settled down for supper and consulting maps sorting 

route cards for the morning. A good night’s rest was called for or in some cases 

not so good. 

 

Saturday dawned bright but cold. After breakfast with packed lunches made water 

bottles and hot flasks filled we got ready for a hike. After checking everyone was 

properly equipped and with spare clothing waterproofs food and drinks packed in 

their day sac and the traditional photo at the school gate we set off for the hills. 

With the boys in two groups there were opportunities to follow a route card and 

get some practical map and compass work en route for the Hares Gap via 

Meelmore Lodge, the Ford and Trassey Track. We were very fortunate with the 

weather on the weekend as the Beast from the East was forecast for the week 

ahead however we had clear skies and sun all be it with a strong cold wind. 

 

Having reached the Gap we had lunch in the lea of the Wall before exploring along 

the Brandy Pad for a kilometre or so; it was cold up here with lots of wind chill 

and the ground was well frozen with much to the boys’ delight lots of icicles. So 

we retraced or steps to Hares Gap and then down to the valley to enjoy some late 

afternoon sun on the way back to base. After refuelling with a rather good evening 

meal we settled down to relax with some yarns, a ghost story and a very 

competitive Quiz followed by supper and an early night. 

 

Breakfast of bacon and egg baps was followed by inspection and a Scouts Own in 

the School room ,then there was time for some games outside before Lunch which 

gave the boys a chance to practise cooking on Trangia stoves. All to soon it was 

time to clear up and head for home tired but happy to have been away. 

 

Thanks once again to Des and the 7th group for use of the School House and 

maintaining it for others to enjoy. 

 

Brian Millar, SL 33rd  
 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ef/The_Scout_Association_text_logo.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ef/The_Scout_Association_text_logo.svg
x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/200
x-apple-data-detectors://embedded-result/1635


 
31 

 
 

 
 



 
32 

 
 

    Events in May   
 

14
th
    East Belfast District AGM 

  Venue: 10
th
 HQ McMordie Scout Hall 

  Contact: Colin Jeffries, District Chairman 

   
 

18
th
   East Belfast District Beaver Fun Night 

  Venue: Stormont Estate  

  Contact: Betty Robb, DC 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 News & Views, Letters & Comments,    

Reports and Announcements to the Editor: 
 

David Bell 

    Email:  d.bell@qub.ac.uk  
 

not later than  30
th

 April for the May issue please!     

 
 

http://clipart-library.com/committee-cliparts.html
http://worldartsme.com/meeting-reminder-clipart.html
http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/fun-day-clip-art-gif-22623333
http://www.belhuspark.org.uk/sections/beavers/
mailto:d.bell@qub.ac.uk

