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OCTOBER 
Have some great gorilla fun! 

 

The Gorilla is a Primate – Primates are all kinds of monkeys, apes and even humans!!  

Primates are divided into Great Apes (Gorillas, Chimpanzees, Bonobos, Orang-utans), 

Lesser Apes (Gibbons), Old World Monkeys (Colobus, Macaques, Langurs), New World 

Monkeys (Squirrel, Spider, Capuchin, Marmosets, Tamarins) and Prosimians, these are 

distant relatives and include Lemurs, Bush babies, Lorises and Tarsiers.   

It is hard to believe that the mighty Gorilla is related to the tiny Mouse Lemur.  An 

adult male silverback Gorilla stands almost 2 metres tall, can weigh over 200 

kilograms (3-4 adult humans!) and has an arm-span of about 2.5 metres.  A Mouse 

Lemur weighs less than 85 grams and could sit on a human thumb!  Between the 

world’s largest and smallest Primate there is a wonderful variety of over 180 species, 

all with amazing different characteristics! 

 

Gorillas have a very good sense of smell and well developed hearing.  They rely on 

these senses to warn them if there is something unusual in their environment or if 

danger is near.  Their hands are very similar to humans and they can pick up small 

things, they can also use their feet for grasping.  Like us they can walk on two legs 

but usually only for short distances.  Normally, they use all four limbs.  They place 

their back feet flat on the ground and their powerful arms are longer than their back 

legs taking the weight on the thick pads of skin on the knuckles!  This is called 

‘knuckle-walking’.   

 

Why not run a few activities ‘being a gorilla’! 

Are the Beaver Scouts’ senses as good as a gorilla’s?  Try placing some strong 

smelling substances – toothpaste, coffee, fabric softener, chocolate – into small clean 

containers.  Blindfold the Beavers and see if they can guess the scent! 

Make a tape of everyday noises – dog barking, lawnmower, motorbike, microwave 

cooking, blender, etc. - or put together a CD of popular music.  Can the Beavers guess 

the sounds or recognise the singers or pop groups? 

How many tiny items can the Beavers collect in a match box or small sweet container? 

Can the Beavers ‘knuckle-walk’? 

 

Follow the Silverback Equipment: none 

o The Colony stands in a long line, one Beaver behind the other  
o A Leader stands at the head of the line and the Beavers follow the lead around 

the room copying the actions performed by the Leader 
o These actions could include – pound chest with clenched fists, ‘knuckle walk’, 

make gorilla noises, wave arms in the air, pretend to eat, curl up and sleep!! 
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Visit www.animalstown.com/animals/g/gorilla/coloring-pages for a good gorilla picture 

to colour! 

Read a gorilla themed story: 

Big Gorilla has an itch he just can’t scratch – who in the jungle can help him?  Find out 

who comes to Big Gorilla’s rescue in An Itch to Scratch by Damian Harvey and Lynne 

Chapman published by Gullane.  ISBN 1 86233 589 3 
 

‘Help! Help! He’ll catch me! 
He’ll squash me and scratch me! 
He’ll mince me and mash me 
And crunch me up for lunch!’ 
This is Mother Mouse’s constant refrain as her frantic search for her baby takes her 

all over the world – with a gorilla hot on her heels!  Beavers will enjoy this unusual 

story and have fun joining in the repetitive lines throughout!   

Killer Gorilla by Jeanne Willis and illustrations by Tony Ross is published by Anderson 

Press.  ISBN 1 84270 350 1 
 

Gorilla by Anthony Browne is published by Walker Books.  ISBN 978 11406313277 

Hannah is a lonely little girl who loves gorillas but she has never seen a real gorilla 

until ………. 

 
Chimp and Gorilla tic-tac-toe 

 
Make a tic-tac-toe board for each 
pair of Beavers. 
Tic-tac-toe is played in the same 
way as noughts and crosses. 
Each player needs a set of 5 
playing pieces – either chimp or 
gorilla.  Use the template or get 
the Beavers to design their own! 
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