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THEME: American Thanksgiving 
 

Outline 

This programme centres around the theme of American Thanksgiving celebrations.  It also allows the Beaver 
Scouts to think about what they are thankful for in their lives and to the concept of doing their best, sharing and 
caring for others – the underlying message of our Beaver Scout Promise.  Within this programme there are 
opportunities to meet some of the requirements of the GLOBAL, FRIENDSHIP and PROMISE CHALLENGE. 
 
Programme zone: Global 
Time 
(mins) 

Activity Equipment 

5 Register, Opening Ceremony, Introduction  
10 GAME: Onboard the Mayflower 

o About 400 years ago the Pilgrims travelled to America onboard a boat 
called the Mayflower. 

o A variation of ‘port and starboard’ – explain the various ‘actions’ 
and call at random, Beavers must do appropriate action. 

o Port – one side of the hall, Starboard – other side, Scrub the decks – 
pretend to scrub floor, Captain aboard – stand to attention & salute, 
Climb the rigging – pretend to climb, Bedtime – lie flat on floor with 
arms wrapped round as in a hammock! 

o Add your own additions!! 
 

None 

10 STORY: The First Thanksgiving Day 
o Colony sits in a circle on the floor around the Leader. 
o Divide the Colony in 2, one half ‘Pilgrims’, the other half ‘Native 

Americans’. 
o When they hear their ‘name’ mentioned in the story they stand up! 

 

Story 
 

10 CRAFT: A Handful of Turkeys 
o Divide the Colony into pairs, Beaver Scouts spread out their hand on 

a piece of coloured paper and their partner traces round it for them. 
o They then cut out their hand and from another colour cut out 2 feet 

and a beak.  Attach the beak and a googly eye to the turkey’s head 
(the thumb) and the feet at the wrist!! 

o Follow with Five Little Turkeys poem. 
 

Coloured paper, 
pencils, scissors, glue 
stick- on googly eyes 
 
 
 
Poem 
 

10 GAME: Where is Mr. Turkey? 
o Choose one Beaver to be the hunter, who leaves the room. 
o The rest of the Colony are the helpers and they hide a small toy 

turkey/picture somewhere in the room (not too difficult). 
o The hunter returns to try and find the turkey.  The helpers give clues 

by ‘gobbling’ like turkeys – very quietly if the hunter is not close, very 
fast and loud when near! 

o When the turkey is found choose another hunter and another hiding 
place! 

 

Small toy turkey or 
turkey picture 
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5 GAME: Friends Together 

o The Colony stands in a line across one end of the hall. 
o The Leader stands at the other end and calls out subjects the Beavers 

may have in common – trainers, blue eyes, a brother, a cat, likes 
tennis, missing teeth, and so on. 

o Each time something is called the Beavers must find a ‘friend’ or 
partner who has the same thing, the pair then run down the hall to 
reach the Leader. 

o Beavers without partners wait until the next turn. 
 

None 

5 ACTIVITY: Colony Thankful Wreath 
o In the centre of the card circle the Leader writes the ‘1st Anywhere 

Beaver Colony is thankful for’. 
o Give each Beaver an autumn leaf and invite them to write what they 

are thankful for in their lives – parents, brothers, sisters, teachers, etc. 
o Attach the leaves to the outside edge of the card circle and display in 

the Colony meeting place! 

Large card circle 
Autumn paper leaves 
Pencils, glue 

5 Closing, Home  

 

 

THE FIRST THANKSGIVING 

 

About 400 years ago a group of people called Pilgrims lived in England.  They wanted to leave 
the country because they didn’t agree with the Church’s beliefs at that time.  They decided to 
go to the Americas – at the other side of the world where Native Americans lived.  The 
Pilgrims didn’t know very much about this far off land but they felt that they would be able to 
worship there the way they wanted. 
America would be a very different land to England.  The winters were harsher, the summers 
much hotter, their diet would consist of corn, squash and wild turkey meat.  The Native 
American people were very different too, with their own cultural rituals and beliefs. 
In 1620, the Pilgrims boarded a boat called the Mayflower and set sail across the Atlantic 
Ocean for America!  The journey was long and difficult and the conditions on the overcrowded 
boat were unpleasant.  Many Pilgrims were ill but eventually they landed in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts. 
The Native Americans were familiar with the land, the weather and the different foods 
available.  The Native Americans helped the Pilgrims settle into this strange new land.  Life was 
hard for the Pilgrims that first winter, but in the spring the Native Americans showed them 
how to plant crops which eventually yielded a bountiful harvest.  In the autumn or Fall the 
Pilgrims and the Native Americans joined together for a three-day feast in which they ate 
heartily and gave thanks for their blessings. 
The tradition of the American Thanksgiving Feast continues today.  Each year Thanksgiving is 
celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November.  In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln declared 
it a national holiday and it is now celebrated by American people all over the world with family 
gatherings and delicious banquets of traditional roast turkey, butternut squash and sweet 
potatoes!  People give thanks for all their blessings, just like the Pilgrims and Native Americans 
did all those years ago. 
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FIVE LITTLE TURKEYS 

5 little turkeys standing by a door 
One waddled off, and then there were 4. 
4 little turkeys under a tree 
One waddled off, and then there were 3. 
3 little turkeys with nothing to do 
One waddled off, and then there were 2. 
2 little turkeys in the noon day sun, 
One waddled off, and then there was 1. 
One little turkey better run away, 
For soon will come Thanksgiving Day!! 
 


