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THEME: Hanukkah 
 

Outline 

This programme introduces Beaver Scouts to the special Festival of Light – Hanukkah – celebrated in Judaism, 
the faith followed by Jewish people.  Through taking part in the activities of this programme some of the 
requirements for the GLOBAL and PROMISE CHALLENGE could be met.  This programme could provide 
opportunities to visit a Synagogue and meet members of the Jewish Faith; such an experience would be part of 
the FRIENDSHIP CHALLENGE and Faith Activity Badge.  Support material for this programme can be found 
online at www.kidsdomain.com and www.lil-fingers.com and in World of Beliefs – Judaism by Cath Senker 
published by Grange Books ISBN1-84013-599-9 and All Kinds of Beliefs (a delightful lift-the-flap book) by 
Emma Damon published by Tango Books ISBN 1-85707-505-6. 
 
Programme zone: Beliefs & Attitudes 
Time 
(mins) 

Activity Equipment 

5 Register, Opening Ceremony, Introduction  
10 GAME: Menorah Relay 

o Divide Colony into Lodges at one end of the hall, and give each 
Lodge a piece of playdough in the shape of a base.  Press the large 
candle into it. 

o Place the birthday candles at other end of hall, in turn Beavers must 
run to collect a candle and add it to their ‘Hanukkah Menorah’. 

 

Picture of Hanukkah 
Menorah (9 branches) 
Per Lodge Playdough 
8 Birthday candles 
1 Larger table candle 

10 STORY: When the Hanukkah Candle Met the Christmas Star 
o This delightful story celebrates two important religious festivals of 

light and hope.  By Holly McDonagh-Abunassar, taken from Child 
Care Provider Magazine 1996. 

 

Story 

10 ACTIVITY: Hanukkah Hand Rhymes 
o Enjoy singing some Hanukkah rhymes with actions! 
o ‘Light the Candles Bright’ is a lively song to a well known tune. 
o ‘Hanukkah Candles’ is a finger rhyme. 

 

Words 

10 GAME: Hunt the Gelt 
o Tell the Beavers that one of the games played by Jewish families 

during Hanukkah celebrations involves something called ‘gelt’.  The 
‘gelt’ are real coins (Hanukkah gifts) hidden by parents that the 
children must find.   

o Hide a number of ‘gelt’ around the meeting place and allow the 
Colony to hunt out the coins! 

 

Gold card coins or 
Gold chocolate coins 

5 GAME: Hanukkah Hop Around 
o Position words/pictures around the hall walls. 
o Divide the Colony into pairs, they must hold hands and hop to the 

different pictures when called out. 
o Pictures could include – Synagogue – the place where Jewish people 

worship, the Kippah – Jewish boys wear this on their head, Torah 
Scrolls – the Jewish Holy Books, the Menorah candles – the 7 
branched candlestick  is an ancient symbol of the Jewish faith and the 
9 branched candlestick celebrates Hanukkah, Star of David – ancient 
symbol of Judaism from David, King of Israel, Matzah – unleavened 
bread. 

Words or pictures 
blutack 
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5 ACTIVITY: Quick Quiz 

o Position true/false cards on either side of the hall, Colony sits in 
centre. 

o The Leader calls out the question and the Beavers run to true or false. 
o The Leader then gives correct answer and Colony return to centre for 

next question. 
 

True/false cards 
Blutack 
Questions linked to 
previous game 

5 Closing, Home  
 

QUICK QUIZ 
1 People of the Jewish Faith worship in a Synagogue. 
 TRUE 
 

2 Jewish boys wear a Toki on their heads. 
FALSE, Jewish boys wear a Kippah (a small head covering).  Muslim boys wear a Toki on 
their heads. 

 

3 People of the Jewish Faith celebrate lots of different festivals, one is called the 
Menorah. 

 FALSE, a Menorah is a special candlestick. 
 

4 Judaism has Holy Books called the Torah Scrolls. 
 TRUE, this is the Hebrew Bible and the teachings that Jewish people follow in their daily 

lives. 
 

5 The Star of David is a symbol of Christianity. 
 FALSE, the Star of David is an ancient symbol of Judaism which signifies the protection 

of God given to David, King of Israel, around 970 BC. 
 

6 A Rabbi is someone who studies the Torah. 
 TRUE, a Rabbi can also lead Services in the Synagogue and conduct weddings and 

funerals. 
 

7 A Gelt is an item of clothing worn by a Rabbi. 
 FALSE, Gelt are the Hanukkah gifts given to children at this festival time. 
 

8 The Sabbath is a coat worn by Jewish men. 
FALSE, it is the Jewish day of rest.  Friday evening to Saturday evening is observed by 
Jewish people as sacred to God and is a time of rest and prayer. 

 

9 Hot dogs are a favourite food of Jewish people. 
FALSE, people of the Jewish faith never eat pork and usually eat Matzah, unleavened 
bread – bread with no yeast in it to make it rise. 

 

10 Hitler put 6 million Jewish men, women and children to death during WWII. 
TRUE, the Jewish people were persecuted cruelly, and this atrocity was called the 
Holocaust. 
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When the Hanukkah Candle Met the Christmas Star 

 
The cold winds were beginning to blow, nipping at the heels of shoppers filling the streets in 
search of the perfect gift.  There seemed to be a certain joy in the air – the holiday season was 
here. 
 
The clerk at the corner gift shop was putting the final touches on the window decorations.  She 
placed a Hanukkah candle in the Menorah and lit the Christmas star atop the tree.  She stood 
back for a moment, admiring her handiwork.  Then she hurried off to tend to her chores. 
 
All was quiet in the front window, but not for long.  “Excuse me,” said a voice. “Huh?” said 
another.  “It’s me – over here.” It was the Hanukkah candle.  “Why are you always here?” he 
asked the Christmas star.  “I was just about to ask you the same question!” replied the star.  
“Every year it’s the same thing.  They unpack us from the box and put us in this window,” 
continued the star.  “Some stop to look at me and others admire you.  But you can’t hang from a 
tee like the other ornaments.  You don’t sparkle like tinsel.  And I don’t see how you could sit 
atop this tree – like me.” 
 
“Of course not,” chuckled the candle.  “I don’t belong on your tree.  I am a candle – a symbol of 
hope.  People sing songs and celebrate when they light me each evening.  You see, many, many 
years ago, a frightening King ruled the land.  He wouldn’t allow the people to pray and he put out 
the candle burning in their temple.  One family used the last of their oil – just one day’s supply – 
to keep that light aglow.  Much to everyone’s surprise, the candle stayed lit for 8 days until 
more oil arrived.  Now the people light me every year as a symbol of hope – remembering those 
who fought to keep me lit all throughout the year.” 
 
“I see,” said the star.  “And why do you sit perched on top of that tree year after year?” asked 
the candle. “As it turns out,” replied the star in surprise, “I too am a symbol of hope to all who 
light me.  Many, many years ago, a baby was born and laid in a manger in a stable.  This baby 
brought eternal hope to the people who travelled from far-off lands to visit him, bringing gifts.  
A star was shining bright in the sky, leading them to where the baby lay.  Now, I am a symbol of 
hope, reminding people of the baby’s birth.  Every year, people place me on the tree and 
celebrate with songs and gifts and the most delicious smelling foods.” 
 
The two were quiet for a moment, both deep in thought.  Just then, a man stopped to admire 
the Hanukkah candle and the Menorah.  All at once the star stretched out its points as wide as 
he could to shine a little extra light on the candle.  The man moved on.  A few minutes later, a 
child ran to the window to point to the star perched on the tree.  Without even thinking, the 
Hanukkah candle straightened up as tall as he could and cast a glow over the star. 
From that day on, the star and the candle had a new understanding of each other.  Different, 
but alike, each bring celebration to the season.  Now when the candle and the star sit side by 
side in the gift shop window, each works hard to help the other shine a little brighter – bringing 
hope to all who stop to visit. 
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LIGHT THE CANDLES BRIGHT 

Sing to the tune of ‘The Farmer in the Dell’ 
Oh, light the candles bright, 
And dance around the light. 
Heigh-ho the derry-oh! 
It’s Hanukkah tonight. 
 
Spin the dreidel round, 
And watch it falling down.  
Heigh-ho the derry-oh! 
It’s Hanukkah tonight. 
 
Latke treats to eat, 
And family to greet. 
Heigh-ho the derry-oh! 
It’s Hanukkah tonight.  
 
(A Dreidel is a kind of spinning top and a Latke is a potato cake) 
 
 
HANUKKAH CANDLES  
 
Eight little candles in a row, 
Waiting to join the holiday glow. 
The first night we light candle number one. 
Hanukkah time has now begun. 
The second night we light candles one and two. 
Hanukkah’s here there’s lots to do. 
The third night we light all up to three. 
Hanukkah’s here there’s lots to see. 
The fourth night we light all up to four. 
Each now a part of the Hanukkah lore. 
The fifth night we light all up to five. 
Helping our Hanukkah come alive. 
The sixth night we light all up to six.  
Hanukkah’s here there’s food to fix. 
The seventh night we light all up to seven. 
The glow of each candle reaches to Heaven. 
The eighth night we light all up to eight. 
Hanukkah’s here, let’s celebrate! 
 


